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SBx7-7, enacted in November of 2009, includes provisions required for water use efficiency, measurement, and reporting activities of agricultural water suppliers. DWR is consulting with the Agricultural Water Management Council, academic experts, and other stakeholders through an Agriculture Stakeholder Committee (ASC) to identify technical and policy issues, and to provide input regarding:

· Agricultural water measurement regulations

· Developing a method to quantify the efficiency of agricultural water use

· Standardized water use reporting

· Requirements for agricultural water management plans

· Efficient water management practices for agriculture

· Regional water resources management practices

Regarding the development of a method to quantify the efficiency of agricultural water use, DWR has created a subcommittee to specifically address and problem solve issues related to the quantification of efficiency of agricultural water use.  The following describes the intended work and operating guidelines for this Subcommittee (A1).
Charge of Subcommittee
The A1 Subcommittee is responsible to specifically address and support DWR efforts on the following (as excerpted from the legislation):
The department, in consultation with the Agricultural Water Management Council, academic experts, and other stakeholders, shall develop a methodology for quantifying the efficiency of agricultural water use. Alternatives to be assessed shall include, but not be limited to, determination of efficiency levels based on crop type or irrigation system distribution uniformity. On or before December 31, 2011, the department shall report to the Legislature on a proposed methodology and a plan for implementation. The plan shall include the estimated implementation costs and the types of data needed to support the methodology. Nothing in this section authorizes the department to implement a methodology established pursuant to this section.

A1 Subcommittee meetings will provide a forum for the presentation and evaluation of any suggestions or developed proposals and related materials on methodologies for quantifying the efficiency of agricultural water use either by DWR or groups outside of the subcommittee or generated through the discussions of the Subcommittee.  A summary of the possible alternatives and the pros and cons are expected to be presented by the Subcommittee to the ASC.  The Subcommittee is not expected to reach consensus or make recommendations; however, to the extent that agreement is reached, the Subcommittee may make recommendations to the ASC.  DWR will be informed by the discussions and evaluations of the Subcommittee, as well as input received from the ASC.  DWR will be responsible for the development of the methodology for quantifying the efficiency of agricultural water use which shall reported to the Legislature.

Scope of Subcommittee’s Work

Potential A1 tasks may include:

1. Assist DWR in identifying existing information and studies on the quantification of the efficiency of agricultural water use.
2. Identify options that could form the basis for the methodology developed to quantify the efficiency of agricultural water use.
3. Analyze existing information or data in support of the methodology to quantify the efficiency of agricultural water use.
4. Provide input for an implementation plan and an estimate of the cost to implement for the developed methodology for quantifying the efficiency of agricultural water use.
Schedule

DWR will work with the A1 Subcommittee and ASC to prepare a Methodology for Quantifying the Efficiency of Agricultural Water Use for DWR’s report to the Legislature.  As defined in SB X7-7, the process must be completed by December 31, 2011.  The overall proposed schedule for the A1 Project includes five A1 Subcommittee meetings during the months of August to November 2011. In addition a least three ASC meetings will be held during the same period with Project A1 as the main focus.
Function of Subcommittee
The A1 Subcommittee will operate under the framework of the ASC Charter.  Meetings will be conducted under the ground rules specified in the Charter.  There will not be a formal membership list for the A1 Subcommittee.  ASC members with technical expertise are encouraged to participate in the Subcommittee or have technical staff from their organization attend the meetings.  Meetings will be open to the public, and individuals not connected to the ASC with technical expertise are encouraged to participate.  Meetings will be ideally in person only, however conference call and webinar provisions may be provided if Subcommittee size and meeting room logistics allow.  The Center for Collaborative Policy will facilitate the meetings.  The subcommittee may choose leadership to serve as liaison with the ASC.  
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