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SBx7-7 Agriculture Stakeholder Committee (ASC) 
Agricultural Water Measurement Subcommittee (A2) 

Subcommittee Charge 
Draft October 12, 2010 

 
 
SBx7-7, enacted in November of 2009, includes provisions on water conservation, measurement, 
and reporting activities for agricultural water suppliers. DWR is coordinating with the 
Agricultural Water Management Council and an Agriculture Stakeholder Committee (ASC) in 
advance of developing a regulation for a range of agricultural water measurement options that 
water suppliers may use to measure water delivered to customers.  In support of this effort, DWR 
has also created a subcommittee to specifically address and problem solve on issues related to 
agricultural water measurement.  The following document describes the intended work and 
operating guidelines for this Subcommittee (A2) 

Scope of Subcommittee’s Work 

Potential A2 tasks may include: 

1. Existing data and studies. Assist DWR in identifying and assessing existing information 
and studies on measurement. 

2. Measurement standards and/or devices. 

a. Develop criteria on which measurement performance recommendations would be 
based (e.g., numerical standards, applicable site conditions and delivery system 
characteristics, cost). 

b. Review staff’s draft proposals on measurement performance standards. 

c. Assist with developing potential list of measurement devices.  

d. Recommend field testing and calibration standards for measurement devices. 

3. Location of measurement. Advise DWR on the various field conditions under which 
water is “delivered to customers” – that is, control passes from supplier to customer. 
Assist in developing definition(s) of “delivered to customers” that address those different 
field conditions. 

4. Affected Suppliers. Advise on acreage thresholds, time scale for calculating acreage, and 
other characteristics defining affected suppliers 

5. Data management and quality control. Advise DWR on data management and quality 
control standards. Develop and recommend, as appropriate, protocols or minimum 
standards. 

6. Regulatory impact analysis. Assist and advise DWR on potential direct and indirect costs 
of the measurement requirements. 
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Schedule 

If feasible, a draft emergency regulation on measurement will be prepared by December 31. In 
order to meet that deadline, up to five subcommittee meetings will be scheduled in addition to 
the three ASC meetings.  Should this milestone prove to be unattainable, DWR will work with 
the A2 Subcommittee and ASC to revise this target schedule and potentially extend the milestone 
to a date not to exceed June 1, 2011 (as per discussion on September 22, 2010 by the ASC and 
DWR staff) . 

An initial draft of a measurement proposal was provided for discussion at the September 22 ASC 
meeting. DWR staff will revise the draft in response to ideas and comments from ASC, and 
provide the revised draft to the measurement subcommittee for its further consideration at a 
meeting in mid-October. In addition, the ASC will determine additional information and data 
needed for it to help formulate and evaluate the measurement requirements. This additional 
information will be collected by DWR staff and/or subcommittee members. 

For the November ASC meeting, DWR staff will prepare another draft. This will build on the 
previous review drafts but will be re-formulated as a draft proposed emergency regulation. The 
full ASC will meet again in mid-November to review the draft, and make final requests for 
additional information and analysis. 

The subcommittee will meet periodically throughout this time frame, with a target to meet in 
early December to provide its final input. DWR will prepare the final draft of the proposed 
regulation to the ASC for its final consideration in mid December. 

Charge of Subcommittee 
 
A2 Subcommittee meetings will provide a forum for presentation and evaluation of different 
possible methods for agricultural measurement that have been either developed by DWR or 
groups outside of the subcommittee or generated through the discussions of the Subcommittee.  
A summary of the possible alternatives and the pros and cons are expected to be presented by the 
Subcommittee to the ASC.  The Subcommittee is not expected to reach consensus or make 
recommendations; however, to the extent that agreement is reached, the Subcommittee may 
make recommendations to the ASC and DWR.  DWR will be informed by the discussions and 
evaluation of the Subcommittee, as well as input received from the ASC.  DWR will be 
responsible for the development of the draft emergency regulation. 
 
Function of Subcommittee 
 
The A2 Subcommittee will operate under the framework of the ASC Charter.  Meetings will be 
conducted under the ground rules specified in the Charter.  There will not be a formal 
membership list for the A2 Subcommittee.  ASC members with technical expertise are 
encouraged to participate in the Subcommittee or have technical staff from their organization 
attend the meetings.  Meetings will be open to the public, and individuals not connected to the 
ASC with technical expertise are encouraged to participate.  Meetings will be ideally in person 
only, however conference call and webinar provisions may be provided if Subcommittee size and 
meeting room logistics allow.  The Center for Collaborative Policy will facilitate the meetings.  
The subcommittee may choose leadership to serve as liaison with the ASC.   


