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Agricultural Water Measurement Subcommittee (A2)

Subcommittee Charge
Proposed Revision – January 5, 2011
SBx7-7, enacted in November of 2009, includes provisions on water conservation and use efficiency, measurement, and reporting activities for agricultural water suppliers. DWR is coordinating with the Agricultural Water Management Council and an Agriculture Stakeholder Committee (ASC) to identify technical and policy issues, and to provide input regarding:

· Efficient water management practices for agriculture

· Requirements for agricultural water management plans

· Develop a method to quantify the efficiency of agricultural water use
· Agricultural water measurement regulations

· Standardized water use reporting

· Regional water resources management practices

Regarding the development of a regulation for a range of agricultural water measurement options that water suppliers may use to measure water delivered to customers DWR has created a subcommittee to specifically address and problem solve on issues related to agricultural water measurement.  The following document describes the intended work and operating guidelines for this Subcommittee (A2)

Charge of Subcommittee

Consistent with Paragraph 10608.48(i)(1) of SBx7-7, the A2 Subcommittee is responsible to specifically address and support DWR efforts on the following (as excerpted from the legislation):

The department shall adopt regulations that provide for a range of options that agricultural water suppliers may use or implement to comply with the measurement requirement in paragraph (1) of subdivision (b).

That paragraph refers to 10608.48(b) of SBx7-7 and states:

Agricultural water suppliers shall implement all of the following critical efficient management practices:

(1) Measure the volume of water delivered to customers with sufficient accuracy to comply with subdivision (a) of Section 531.10 and to implement paragraph (2).

(2) Adopt a pricing structure for water customers based at least in part on quantity delivered.

Section 10813 defines customer as “a purchaser of water from a water supplier who uses water for agricultural purposes.”

Section 531.10 (a) of the California Water Code requires that:

(a) An agricultural water supplier shall submit an annual report to the department that summarizes aggregated farm-gate delivery data, on a monthly or bi-monthly basis, using best professional practices.

(b) Nothing in this article shall be construed to require the implementation of water measurement programs or practices that are not locally cost effective.

The A2 Subcommittee will be guided by relevant definitions of terms in the Water Code governing section 531.10.  While one of the functions of water measurement cited in section 10608.48 is to serve water pricing, DWR is not required to establish criteria or requirements for pricing structures and the subcommittee is not asked to advise on pricing structures.  Pricing structures are under the discretion of water suppliers.

A2Subcommittee meetings will provide a forum for presentation and evaluation of a range of options for agricultural measurement that have been either developed by DWR or groups outside of the subcommittee or generated through the discussions of the Subcommittee.  A summary of the possible alternatives and the pros and cons are expected to be presented by the Subcommittee to the ASC.  The Subcommittee is not expected to reach consensus or make recommendations; however, to the extent that agreement is reached, the Subcommittee may make recommendations to the ASC and DWR.  DWR will be informed by the discussions and evaluation of the Subcommittee, as well as input received from the ASC.  DWR will be responsible for the development of the draft emergency regulation.

Scope of Subcommittee’s Work

Potential A2 tasks may include:

1. Existing data and studies. Assist DWR in identifying and assessing existing information and studies on measurement.

2. Measurement standards and/or devices.

a. Develop criteria on which measurement performance recommendations would be based (e.g., numerical standards, applicable site conditions and delivery system characteristics, cost).

b. Review staff’s draft proposals on measurement performance standards.

c. Assist with developing potential list of measurement devices. 

d. Recommend field testing and calibration standards for measurement devices.

3. Location of measurement. Advise DWR on the various field conditions under which water is “delivered to customers” – that is, control passes from supplier to customer. Assist in developing definition(s) of “delivered to customers” that address those different field conditions.

4. Affected Suppliers. Advise on acreage thresholds, time scale for calculating acreage, and other characteristics defining affected suppliers

5. Data management and quality control. Advise DWR on data management and quality control standards. Develop and recommend, as appropriate, protocols or minimum standards.

6. Regulatory impact analysis. Assist and advise DWR on potential direct and indirect costs of the measurement requirements.

Schedule

DWR will work with the A2 Subcommittee and ASC to prepare a draft regulation by June 1, 2011. (
An initial draft of a measurement proposal was provided for discussion at the September 22, 2010 ASC meeting. DWR has developed subsequent iterations for Subcommittee and ASC consideration and discussion since September 2010.  The A2 will determine additional information and data needed for it to help formulate and evaluate the measurement requirements. This additional information will be collected by DWR staff and/or Subcommittee members.



Function of Subcommittee
The A2 Subcommittee will operate under the framework of the ASC Charter.  Meetings will be conducted under the ground rules specified in the Charter.  There will not be a formal membership list for the A2 Subcommittee.  ASC members with technical expertise are encouraged to participate in the Subcommittee or have technical staff from their organization attend the meetings.  Meetings will be open to the public, and individuals not connected to the ASC with technical expertise are encouraged to participate.  Meetings will be ideally in person only, however conference call and webinar provisions may be provided if Subcommittee size and meeting room logistics allow.  The Center for Collaborative Policy will facilitate the meetings.  The subcommittee may choose leadership to serve as liaison with the ASC.  
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