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Advise Governor and Director
Approve all department regulations
Eminent domain with Commission resolution

Annual review of SWP facilities - findings to
legislature and department

Review/approve authority over dept’s priority list
for Delta flood control projects

Davis-Grunsky - loans/grants require Commission
approval (local projects/feasibility studies)
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Recent Legislation — SBX7

2 (Cogdill)

*$11 billion bond measure moved to 2012 ballot
(AB 1265)
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Commission’s role when funded:

$3 billion for PUBLIC BENEFITS related to water
storage projects that:
Improve state water system, are cost effective

and improve ecosystem and water quality
conditions

Also addresses flood control, emergency
response and recreation
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Permits surface storage projects to be part of
CVP/SWP

Local JPAs formed to own, govern , manage,
operate project
DWR non-voting ex-officio member of each JPA
JPA already signed - Glenn-Colusa, TCCA, Glenn

Co, RD 108, Colusa Co, Maxwell Irr. Dist., Yolo Co
Flood Control
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Adopt regulations by 12.15.12 — to do what?

Regulations: Develop methods for quantifying
and managing public benefits like: ecosystem
restoration, water quality improvements, flood
control, emergency response, recreation, BUT not
environmental mitigation

But. ..



Recent Legislation

Commission’s authority to adopt regulations absent voter
approval?

Timing - Voters approve 11/12; regulations adopted by
12/12

Assuming approval, Commission cannot spend funds
until regulations adopted

Could begin developing regulations now and release to
public after election



Bagley Keene Open

Meetings Act

Primary purposes:

Publicly notice meetings
- What’s a meeting?




Ex parte communications

*Communications with public on future agenda items

*Permi




PUblic Records-Att=——
Requests

Policy behind it -- Sunshine

DWR receives frequent PRA requests and we
would expect the same of the Commission

Notify us of any requests for documents oral or
written

Legal office expert
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Attorney-client privilege

*Not in this forum, but otherw1se yes — closed
session, interr S
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E-mail management

-Often overlooked

‘Some may be surprised to learn Commissioners’ e-mails
are covered by P}
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Conflict of Interest Rules

An economic interest in a matter before the Commission
when making, participating in or influencing the decision

Technical, confusing, but resolvable

Attorney General’s Conflict of Interest booklet (2004)
http://ag.ca.gov/publications/coi.pdf

Theme: work closely with staff; we have separate conflict
counsel if things get complicated


http://ag.ca.gov/publications/coi.pdf

Commission must approve all regulations before
submitting to OAL by resolution

Past commissions have reviewed proposed regs
from staff early on

We will supply more details at the first APA
governed matter - our next meeting



Legal office is accessible

*Our goal is to be proactive rather than reactive

‘Help us, help you
*Cont:
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