Summary Comments Received on Model Water Efficient Landscape Ordinance April 27-28, 2015

Prepared by Julie Saare-Edmonds, CA Department of Water Resources
Supported by:  Lisa Maddaus, ITP member

The following was prepared in support of a discussion on the Model Water Efficient Landscape Ordinance (MWELO) Expedited Update to address issues with the Governor’s Executive Order on the State Drought Emergency:  http://gov.ca.gov/news.php?id=18496

In response to the drought and Governor’s EO, the California Department of Water Resources is planning several discussions to take input and public comment related to the MWELO in place since January 31, 2010.  Updates to the MWELO are expected in two phases:

· Phase 1:  Governor’s Executive Order & High Priority Changes (see highlighted sections below)
· Phase 2:  Longer Term Issues 

The following a preliminary schedule for next steps:

· ITP – April meeting, with potential follow-up webinar
· USC – May meeting
· June – Public Meeting
· July - August Adoption

[bookmark: _GoBack]The following are specific comments organized by sections of the law to aid in discussion including topic questions on the MWLEO since 2010 adoption.

Section 490 (b) 
Add more dialogue to the purpose section
· Expand on the Sustainable landscaping concept to include the watershed (whole system) approach
· Look to CUWCC Market Transformation Report related to supportive language on consensus on “need” for sustainable landscapes.
Section 490.1
· Applicability
· Developer installed – should state aggregated area
· CalGreen/MWELO in state facilities or schools
· Occupancy of State Architect
· Landscape Area thresholds
· Permitting
· Weak coverage in existing landscapes
· Re-examine some exempted landscapes
Section 491.  Definitions
· Smart Controllers standards needed 
· CalGreen has smart controllers req.
· CEC has not done the Title 20 (AB 1881) – new standards for irrigation equipment (including controllers).  Not supposed to have controllers in sale
· Non-volatile memory saving controlled not allowed for sale
·  (y) “irrigation audit”
· IA Auditor definition
· IA Auditor certification 
· Who is the auditor? 
· Installing contractor?  
· Audit own work – conflict of interest
· Third party auditor
· (kk) “low volume” irrigation 
· Microspray clarity
· (uu) permit required
· Landscape permit not required then not applied to MWELO? 
· Triggers for MWELO?
· Add in what waivers for a permit
· Graywater or other on-site reuse not connected to a potable water supply
· (ww)  plant factors , WUCOLS + other sources
· (eee) “rehabilitated landscape” 
· Needs to be clarified
· (nnn) Expand turf section (species and varieties)
492.4  Water Budget
· How the equation terms are written on MAWA and ETWU
· Terms in equation need better more refined definition per frequently asked questions
· Plant factor sources
· Irrigation Efficiency Factor:  minimum 0.71
· Site-wide average
· Refine definition for example for each irrigation type, including a minimum efficiency for each equipment type that is acceptable
· Check value – required (see definition (g) in Section 491)

492.5 Soil Management Report
· Work in this section – expand on definitions and requirements
· Amendments
· Minimum depth of friable (plantable) soil (State Texas example for x inches minimum)-Stormwater implications

492.6 Landscape Design Plan
· (1) (A) room for selected tree and shrub species in plan (mature size)
· (F) re-evaluate the invasive plant issue
· (2) (D) require pool/spa covers
· Limit single pass irrigation for recreational use
· Public splash pads
· Pools
· Mulch reduced to 2-inch from AB 325
· Edit to 3-inch mulch
· (b)  More LID information
· SWRCB contributions pending
· Expand on (10) 
· On-site reuse
· Graywater reuse
· How to easily comply with plumbing code
· Laundry to landscape
· Simple system
· .
492.7	Irrigation Design Plan
· ICC standard for MWELO for irrigation equipment
· SWAT testing
· Non-volatile memory controllers
· Testing protocols
· WaterSense auditors
· WaterSense controllers
· (a) (1) (D) - Look at sensor requirements
· No 4” pop-ups in turf.
(G) high flow sensors (is recommended consider being required more than emergency, on sites without dedicated meter (flow monitoring))
(R) - no overhead is not mentioned, think should be for clarity
(a) (2) – update sprinkler heads
(a) (2)(c) tree issues, dedicated tree irrigation valve (proof from the drought), street medians, etc.
(a) (2) (e ) – hydrozone mixing of plant factors

492.8	Grading Plan
· Soil binding agents should be prohibited in planting areas.
· Overall LID Design issues

492.9  Certificate of Completion
· Who can sign off on what?
· Property owner can do any of the above
· Permitted matrix on who can do what?

492.10  Irrigation Schedule
· Need review
492.11 Maintenance
· Needs more definition
· Water waste regulations
· No-run-off (see SWRCB Enforcement)
· Requirements for property owner
· Look enforcement
492.12	and 493.1  Irrigation Audit and Water Use Analysis (new and existing landscapes)
· Approval process
· Who?
· Long-term checking of the water budget
· Long-term compliance
492.14 Irrigation Efficiency
492.15 Stormwater Management
494. Effective Precipitation
MWELO – compliance check by DWR
· SWRCB reportable if not being enforced
· Every 5 year UWMPs?
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