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Recommended Revisions to the State Model Water Efficient Landscape Ordinance
Penalties
The Model Ordinance is intended to provide a consistent legal and substantive framework for landscape water use throughout the state.  Its goal is to prevent the waste of water.  In recognition of the importance of the efficient operation of landscape irrigation to the state, disregard for the tangible specifications and installation requirements applicable to irrigation systems in new landscapes and major renovations should be subject to reasonable penalties in all jurisdictions. 
§ 492.2 Penalties.
(a) A local agency may shall establish and administer penalties to the project applicant for non-compliance with the ordinance to the extent permitted by law.
(b) In addition to any other applicable civil or criminal penalties, the application of irrigation water to a new or rehabilitated landscape project subject to this ordinance and installed after January 1, 2016, with an irrigation system not meeting the requirements of § 492.7 is an infraction, punishable by a fine of up to five hundred dollars ($500) for each day in which the violation occurs.

