Draft 5/27/15
Recommended Revisions to the State Model Water Efficient Landscape Ordinance
Scope and Size Thresholds
MWELO should apply to virtually all new urban ornamental landscapes in California.  Provisions appropriate for newly installed landscapes, major renovations of landscapes, and existing landscapes should can be clearly distinguished as necessary.  Distinctions between landscapes installed by a developer or a homeowner are unnecessary, as the practical application of the ordinance should be possible in either case.  As Because yard sizes have trended downward in many areas in recent years, MWELO applicability thresholds need to be lowered.  Since even small spaces can waste significant amounts of water, exemptions for new landscapes based on size alone should be truly de minimis.
MWELO should be modified as follows:
§ 490.1   Applicability
(a) After January 1, 20102016, this ordinance shall apply to all of the following landscape projects:
(1) new construction of public agency projects and private development projects with a landscape area greater than 500 square feet and rehabilitated landscapes for public agency projects and private development projects with a landscape area equal to or greater than 2,500 square feet requiring a building or landscape permit, plan check or design review;
(2) new construction of developer-installed single-family and multi-family projects with a landscape area greater than 500 square feet and rehabilitated landscapes which are developer-installed in single-family and multi-family projects with a landscape area equal to or greater than 2,500 square feet requiring a building or landscape permit, plan check, or design review;
(3) new construction landscapes which are homeowner-provided and/or homeowner-hired in single-family and multi-family residential projects with a total project landscape area equal to or greater than 5,0003,000 square feet requiring a building or landscape permit, plan check or design review;
[bookmark: _GoBack](4) existing landscapes with a landscape area greater than 500 square feet adjacent to any building undergoing additions or renovations with a valuation exceeding $200,000.00 requiring a building permit, plan check, or design review;  
(45) existing landscapes not included in (4) limited to Sections 493, 493.1 and 493.2; and
(56) cemeteries. Recognizing the special landscape management needs of cemeteries, new and rehabilitated cemeteries are limited to Sections 492.4, 492.11 and 492.12; and existing cemeteries are limited to Sections 493, 493.1 and 493.2.
(b) This ordinance does not apply to:
(1)	registered local, state or federal historical sites;
(2)	ecological restoration projects that do not require a permanent irrigation system;
(3)	mined-land reclamation projects that do not require a permanent irrigation system; or
(4)	plant collections, as part of botanical gardens and arboretums open to the public.

