Date:	June 3, 2015
To:	Independent Technical Panel
From: 	DWR Water Use and Efficiency Branch
Subject: Working Draft of Proposed Revisions to the Model Water Efficient Landscape Ordinance
Governor’s Brown April 1st Drought Executive Order (B-19-25) directed DWR to update the State’s Model Efficient Landscape Ordinance through an expedited regulation.  The directive specifically lists five items to address in revising the ordinance.
· Irrigation system efficiency standards
· Greywater usage
· Onsite storm water capture
· Limiting the percentage of turf planted in new landscapes
· Require reporting on the implementation and enforcement of the ordinance by local agencies
[bookmark: _GoBack]In undertaking this task, DWR sought input from stakeholder groups and trade organizations.   The revised ordinance is also attached and addresses each of required items of the Executive Order.  DWR plans to release a public draft of the ordinance on June 12th and has public meetings planned for June 16th and 19th and is on the California Water Commission Agenda for July 15th.  
The proposed revisions require greater efficiencies than the landscape standards adopted by the Building Standards Commission on May 29th.   The Commission was aware that DWR may enact stricter measures and has committed to revise their standards to be consistent with the landscape ordinance.
Recognizing the work and research the ITP has invested in landscape issues and the Model Ordinance over the past 7 months, DWR is presenting this working draft of proposed revisions to the ITP to receive the panel’s comments and suggestions ahead of the release of the public draft.  DWR will consider the ITPs comments and suggestion and will consider revisions to the draft document before releasing the public draft on June 12th.
Proposed Revisions:
Landscape Size Threshold
The landscape size threshold (the square footage above which ordinances are subject to the ordinance) has been reduced for all new constructions projects from 2500 sq. ft to 500 sq. ft.  Previously the threshold was 2500 sq. ft. for public and private development and 5000 sq. ft. for owner built custom homes.
Efficient Irrigation Systems
The following measures have been added to the ordinance:
· Dedicated landscape water meters or sub meters are required for residential landscape areas over 5000 sq. ft. and non-residential areas over 1000 sq. ft. (This brings the landscape ordinance into alignment with CalGreen requirements).
· All new irrigation systems will be required to have pressure regulators and master valves.  
· Irrigation systems must be designed so that a precipitation rate of .75 inch per hour is not exceeded in any portion of the landscape. (This precludes the installation of standard spray heads which are often the cause of water waste and run off.)
· Require flow sensors that detect and report high flow conditions due to broken pipes and or popped sprinkler heads
· Increased the minimum width of turf from 8 feet to 10 feet that can be irrigated with overhead irrigation (sprinkler).  Areas of turf below this threshold must be irrigated with subsurface drip or other technology that produces no over spray or runoff.
Graywater Usage
 A section (§492.15) was added to encourage the installation of graywater systems to provide on-site landscape irrigation water.  All graywater systems shall conform to the California Plumbing Code (Title 24, Part 5, Chapter 16A) and any applicable local ordinance standards.  
Onsite Storm Water Capture
The Stormwater Management section (§492.16) is revised to require friable soil in landscape areas to maximize water retention and infiltration.  Additional measures for increasing on-site storm water retention are recommended.  
The revised ordinance also requires the application and incorporation to 6 inches deep of 4 yards of compost per 1000 sq. ft of area planted to turf.  This addition of organic matter and tillage increases the ability of soil to capture and hold stormwater.
Limiting the Portion of Landscapes that can be Covered in Turf
To limit the area of turf in landscapes, the landscape water budget (Maximum Applied Water Allowance) was reduced from 70% of the reference evaporation (ETo)to 50% for residential areas, and to 40% of ETo for commercial areas.  The 50% water budget reduces the area that can be planted to turf in the residential landscapes from 33% to 25%, while the 40% budget for commercial and institutional landscape does not provide enough water to permit the planting of turf.  Turf installation is permitted in new commercial and institutional landscape areas when it is used for specific functions and purposes. The landscape ordinance water budgets provides extra water allowances for functional turf (sports, recreational, picnic areas  and areas irrigated with recycled water.)  
In addition to the reduction in water budgets, no turf will be allowed in median strips or in parkways, unless the parkways is next to a parking strip and a flat surface is required to enter and exit vehicles.
Reporting
Per EO (B-19-25) the revised ordinance requires local agencies to report to DWR on the implementation and enforcement of the ordinance by December 31, 2015 and then by January 31st in subsequent years.  Section 495 lists 11 specific items that have to be addressed as part of the annual reporting.
Other
The source of plant factors used in the Estimated Total Water Use (ETWU) calculations is expanded beyond the Water Use Classification of Landscape Species (WUCOLS) list,  permitting the use of expanded plant list is more consistent with AB 1881 section 65595(a)  “the model ordinance shall not include conditions that have the effect of prohibiting or requiring specific plant species”.

