ITP Straw Proposal #6 v.1 (10/15/13) 
DWR Review and Approval of Urban Water Management Plans; Electronic Filing 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Potential amendments to section 10644(a) of the Water Code to require adequate review and approval of Urban Water Management Plans by the Department of Water Resources, in order to ensure consistent interpretation and implementation. 
The Independent Technical Panel on Demand Management Measures (ITP) recommends that the Legislature revise the Urban Water Management Planning Act to require the Department of Water Resources to review and approve urban water management plans that are submitted to the Department.  Authorizing the Department to substantively review and approve the submitted UWMPs would ensure consistent interpretation and implementation of the Act.  In addition, requiring electronic submission of plans would enable easier review of the plans by the Department and easier access by the public. Clarification of the department’s authority to specify forms and tables for reporting key parameters would allow for the tabulation and analysis of plans with less time and expense.

Currently, it appears that the Department only exercises a very limited review of the plans for completeness, without assessing the accuracy or validity of the calculations and estimates or consistency with the Department’s technical methodologies and criteria.  Existing law requires urban water suppliers to submit their plans to the Department and report on progress in implementing DMMs (Water Code §10644), requires the Department to review submitted plans and report to the Legislature (Id. §10644), and prohibits the Department from providing grant or loan funding to an urban water supplier that does not submit and adopt a plan in compliance with the requirements of the Act (Id. § 10656).  However, the Department apparently has interpreted existing law as not authorizing independent review and approval of submitted UWMPs by the Department.  

Suggested statutory language:  Add the following language to Section 10644(a) of the Water Code:

10644.  (a) An urban water supplier shall submit to the department, the California State Library, and any city or county within which the supplier provides water supplies an electronic copy of its plan, including any standardized forms, tables, or displays specified by the department, no later than 30 days after adoption. Electronic Ccopies of amendments or changes to the plans shall be submitted to the department, the California State Library, and any city or county within which the supplier provides water supplies within 30 days after adoption.  The Department shall review each plan and make a determination whether it is complete and whether it is prepared in accordance with the requirements of this Division. 

