ITP Straw Proposal # 7 v.1 (10/15/13) 
Tabulation of Service Area Landscape Ordinances
Potential addition to §10631 of the Urban Water Management Planning Act and the accompanying DWR UWMP Guidebook for the display of key attributes of landscape ordinances adopted within the service area. 
The Independent Technical Panel on Demand Management Measures (ITP) recommends that the Urban Water Management Planning Act be revised to require urban water suppliers to display the key attributes of ordinances governing the water efficiency of new and rehabilitated landscapes in effect in supplier’s service area.  
Landscape irrigation in California frequently comprises half or more of all residential water use, and a large share of CII water use as well.  To maintain urban water supplies that will support further economic recovery and a restoration of the housing market, it is critical that policies enacted by the state to promote landscape water efficiency be fully carried out.  Although the state has provided a model ordinance, each local jurisdiction is free to enact an ordinance of its own of equal or greater stringency, or to accept the state model by default.  Not surprisingly, numerous variations have arisen in the specifics of these ordinances even in the same metropolitan area.  

In addition to variations in the nominal requirements of the ordinances themselves, local administration and enforcement is handled in a variety of ways, and in some instances, the absence of enforcement may be the overarching reality.  The state model ordinance provides the option for an urban water supplier to play a role in administration, and the degree to which this is exercised will vary across jurisdictions and water suppliers.

The landscapes of the future must be more efficient than the landscapes of the past.  To ensure that this is the case, urban water suppliers should demonstrate a working familiarity with the policies and procedures governing the water efficiency of all new or rehabilitated landscapes in their service area.  This proposal does not require that ordinances or administrative procedures be changed, but rather that they be clearly understood by each urban water supplier and made centrally available to governing boards, the green industry, and the general public as part of the urban water management plan. 

Suggested statutory language:  Add the following new subsection to Section 10631 of the Water Code:

“(__) Include a description of the ordinance governing the water efficiency of new and rehabilitated landscapes in effect in each jurisdiction, including the following information on each –

(1) The local agency responsible for administering the ordinance.

(2) Minimum area, if any, of individual landscapes subject to the provisions of the ordinance.
(3) Exceptions or exclusions from the coverage of the ordinance.

(4) Requirements, if any, for installation of a dedicated landscape meter. 

(5) The local office responsible for review and approval of landscape documentation prior to installation.
(6)  The local office responsible for site inspection of landscape projects, if any.

(7) The local office responsible for review and approval of landscape documentation following installation.
(8)  Irrigation audit requirements for project approval.

(9)  Certification requirements, if any, for landscape designers, installers, and auditors.

(10) Differences, if any, in the numeric values contained in the Model Landscape Ordinance for each of the following:
(A)  ET adjustment factor.

(B)  Reference ET.

(C)  Effective precipitation.

(D)  Slope limitations for the installation of turf.
(E)  Shape limitations on irrigated areas.
(11)  The responsibilities, if any, of the urban water supplier in the implementation of the ordinance.

