SECTION _: ___
RECOMMENDATION #_: Executive Leadership
Background

In the face of the most severe drought conditions since California became a state, Governor Brown has provided clear and effective leadership.  Tthrough a series of Executive Orders beginning in January 2014, the Governor has acknowledged and acted upon the need to curtail water use in the face of shortage and to make permanent improvements in water efficiency to prepare the state for further droughts to come.  In April 2015, he was especially candid in his comments about the need to curtail landscape water use.  The remarkable response of the people of California is due in no small part to the Governor’s effective communication of the need for action by individual citizens and by local and state agencies.  

Even before the current drought had reached its most severe proportions, Executive Branch agencies were enlisted to prepare a “Water Action Plan.”  The first recommended action in the plan is –

Make conservation a California way of life.

The plan further states that: “We must continue to build on our existing efforts to conserve water and promote the innovation of new systems for increased water conservation.”

Much has been accomplished, but much more can be done to increase water use efficiency in the state.  Under the clear guidance of the EO B-29-15 in April 2015, the Department of Water Resources quickly adopted major improvements in the state Model water Efficient Landscape Ordinance, and the California Energy Commission adopted landmark improvements in water efficiency standards for plumbing products, to name just two very significant accomplishments.  

While executive orders operate within the framework of existing law, their clear direction to state agencies can bring new energy to tasks that might otherwise languish due to administrative inertia, competing priorities, or budgetary limitations.  An executive order can resolve doubts about priorities and align agencies toward complementary solutions to complex challenges.  That is precisely what is called for in this report.

The Independent Technical Panel Recommends That:

[bookmark: _GoBack]Before the end of this year, the Governor issue an executive order containing each of the Panel’s recommendations for state agency action that do not require new legislation, with individual directives to each respective agency, specifically –
X.
Y.
Z. [list relevant recommendations by section and title]
