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Independent Technical Panel on Demand Management Measures
Final Report on California Landscape Water Use

Section 4 (From the current draft outline)

Section Title: Voluntary Turf Replacement (From the current draft outline)

Authoring Team: Jeff Stephenson and William Granger

Background:

Recommended Action: 
Recommendation 1 – Authorize a carefully targeted state incentive program to encourage an upgrade in existing landscapes to sustainable landscapes. Rebate of $2 per square foot. 

Proposal:
1. Targeted Outcomes
a. Generate water savings
b. Reduce stormwater runoff
c. Reduce embedded energy use
d. Reduce green waste generation
e. Increase wildlife habitat
f. Increase public acceptance of sustainable landscapes
g. Increase the installation of smart irrigation controllers where there is an existing automated irrigation system

2. Targeted Landscapes
a. Medians and parkways
b. HOA grounds
c. Schools
d. Parks
e. Residential yards
f. Business properties

3. Eligibility Criteria
a. Design requirements
i. Meet or exceed water budget target per MWELO
ii. Minimum 50% plant coverage
iii. Plants must have plant factor of ≤ 0.5
iv. Irrigation fixtures must be at least as efficient as high-efficiency nozzles and point source emitters and overhead spray is discouraged 
v. Minimum 3” of mulch
vi. Require compost amendment at four cubic yards per 1,000 square feet
vii. Require permeable weed barrier
viii. Require on-site stormwater capture via rain gardens, bio-swales, dry streambeds, etc.
ix. Pavers must be permeable, pervious, or porous
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