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Section #7 (From the current draft outline)

Section Title (From the current draft outline): Complimentary Policies and Regulations, Recommendation #5A – 
Plant Labeling for MWELO Auditors

Authors:  Peter Estournes, Dave Fujino

Background:  
One of the requirements in MWELO is for plant palettes to be chosen according to the landscape hydrozone and plant water usage.  MWELO prescribes a Maximum Applied Water Allowance that must be calculated and may not be exceeded during the design and permit approval stage.  Specific plants are chosen, approved and installed to meet the MWELO requirements.  The updated MWELO calls for a third party audit to insure that every landscape subject to the ordinance is installed per plan including plant material.  
The typical process for most landscape project is for containerized ornamental plants to be delivered directly to the job site.  The landscape contractor would plant these plants according to the landscape design.  Once planted, these plants have no identification and could only be identified by a trained horticultural professional educated in plant nomenclature.  Therefore, unless the installed plants are labeled or a building inspector, water conservation specialist or MWELO auditor is knowledgeable in plant nomenclature, verification of installed plants to the MWELO ordinance would not be possible.
Recommended Action:
To ensure that the plants in an approved MWELO landscape plan are planted in the landscape, the recommended action is to have represented plants delivered to a landscape job site be pre-labeled.
Proposal:
During the next update of MWELO, DWR shall require that at least one or two representatives of each selected plant species planted shall be identified with the correct plant nomenclature to ensure that plants can be verified as per approved MWELO plan during post-inspection or audit process.  

