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Background:  
Ornamental plants are labeled by the wholesale nursery and floricultural growers to provide consumer information, for example: a) botanical name; b) common name; c) cultivar name; d) plant description; e) location (sun or shade); f) water requirement; g) climate zone; h) growth habit.  This information is provided by either the plant label manufacturer or from their customer (wholesale grower) and derived from horticultural references.  Horticultural references are most often written by horticultural experts who basis of information is from landscape experience and not by field based-research.  Therefore, specific to plant water use (very low, low, medium or high), there is very little field, science-based research (statistical) that exits for ornamental plants in California.  Adding to the complexity for specific plant water use or requirement is that myriad climate zones (24) and soil types in California, which affects plant water use and availability.  
There is no legal or scientific authority that provides landscape water use requirements of ornamental plants in California.  The Water Use Classification of Ornamental Species (WUCOLS) is one of the required resources by the Model Water Efficient Landscape Ordinance that provides water use information for 3,546 plant taxa.  The assignment of plant water use in WUCOLS was conducted by horticultural and academic professionals with many years of landscape experience who served in committees representing six California regions.  The process of consensus was employed by the professionals and if no horticultural experience or knowledge of a plant’s water use was known, the professionals passed on assigning a water use rating.  While WUCOLS represents 3,546 plant taxa, less than 6% have been scientifically researched for water use and there are thousands more plants sold in California that are not in WUCOLS nor have been scientifically researched.  
Recommended Action:
The recommended action is to have DWR require that all plant taxa sold in California be identified at point of sale by water use (low, medium, high) by an approved process (WUCOLS, science-based research or a DWR approved process) and organization.
Proposal:
DWR commission a stakeholder group to develop a project plan with deliverables and a timeline that will enable all ornamental plant material sold in California to be labeled as per MWELO water use ratings.
1. Commission University of California representative as project leader for project plan development, implementation and database management.
2. Identify stakeholder groups (landscape professionals (designers, architects, and contractors), UC, NGO’s, wholesale plant growers and retailers, plant label manufacturers) and convene meeting to identify requirements for labeling all ornamental plants with water ratings.
3. Identify current methodology for classifying plants for water use (WUCOLS process, science-based research, ASABE X623 or other) and choose what method or methods to be used for evaluating plant water use.
4. Project plan creation with deliverables and timeline once methodology for validating plant water use is accepted.
