PROPOSAL PAPER

Independent Technical Panel on Demand Management Measures
Final Report on California Landscape Water Use


Section #8  

Section Title: Workforce to Accomplish the Transformation, Recommendation #1 – Certification of Professionals

Authors: Peter Estournes, Dave Fujino, Lisa Maddaus

[bookmark: _GoBack]Background:  
In 2005, the AB 2717 Landscape Task Force recommended “a common foundation for the education, training, and certification of landscape professionals across the disciplines involved in designing, installing, maintaining, and managing water-efficient landscapes.”  The California Urban Water Conservation Council (CUWCC) arrived at a similar conclusion by identifying the need for more workforce education in the landscape industry in their draft 2015 report on Sustainable Landscaping: Market Transformation Framework. During its investigative process and discussions with horticultural industry professionals and public officials the ITP found a strong case for a more comprehensive education program for landcape professionals that would lead to certification.

One example of a state agency program of this type is California’s Electrician Certification Program. Electricians employed by a licensed electrical contractor are required to be certified pursuant to certification standards established by the Division of Labor Standards Enforcement in the Department of Industrial Relations. Electricians must pass a test and renew their certification by completing 32 hours of continuing education every three years. Community colleges, public school districts, other public educational institutions, and approved Electrician Trainee Schools may provide this education. The division contracts with a provider to conduct its examination program.

While the Electrician Certification Program requires electricians to be certified, not contractors or business owners, it is recommended that a state certification in water-efficient landscaping apply to business owners only and for those businesses subject to meeting MWELO requirements. 

Recommended Action:
The State of California will require certification in water-efficient landscaping for all businesses that design, install, manage, audit or repair landscape irrigation systems. 

Proposal:
The State of California will require specific certification in water-efficient landscaping for all businesses that design, install, manage, audit and or repair landscape irrigation systems.  Further, this certification shall be linked to the Model Water Efficient Landscape Ordinance in its scope and continuing education units required to maintain certification.  DWR will convene a stakeholder meeting outlined as follows: This proposed program should be 

1. Invite stakeholder groups (landscape professionals (designers, architects, and contractors), UC, NGO’s, irrigation manufacturers and brokers, agencies, industry trade organizations & consultants
1. Identify and review current certification programs.
1. Develop metrics for evaluating current certification programs.  Identify what is working, what is not working and where the gaps are in the certification programs.
1. Select the criteria for creating the program along with continuing education requirements needed for ongoing certification.
1. Project plan creation with deliverables and timeline for program design, development, testing and implementation along with identifying process to audit program once established.


