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ORIGIN of Alluvial Fan Task Force
(referred to as AFTF)(referred to as AFTF)

1. In 2002, DWR’s Floodplain Management Task Force 
recommends the establishment of an AFTF

to examine historical and projected risk factors that are 
associated with developing in the vicinity of  alluvial fans;
to identify pre-disaster strategies that can minimize risks y p g
for future developments anticipated in vicinity of alluvial 
fans in Southern California (includes Imperial, Kern, Los 
Angeles, Orange, Riverside, San Bernardino, San 
Diego San Luis Obispo Santa Barbara and VenturaDiego, San Luis Obispo, Santa Barbara and Ventura 
counties)
to protect beneficial floodplain values that are critical to 
sustaining local watersheds that provide an essentialsustaining local watersheds that provide an essential 
supply of local groundwater and serve as critical habitat 
for a variety of threatened and endangered species
to provide recommendations to DWR including a Modelto provide recommendations to DWR including a Model 
Ordinance for local adoption



HISTORY of Alluvial Fan Task Force
(referred to as AFTF)( )

1. As a result of the extensive fires in southern California 
in October 2003, post-fire debris flows in alluvial fan 
areas contributed to mudflows that took the lives of 16areas contributed to mudflows that took the lives of 16 
people on Christmas Day in 2003.

2. In 2004,  Gov. Schwarzenegger signs AB 2141 
directing DWR to seek federal funding for an AFTFdirecting DWR to seek federal funding for an AFTF

3. In 2006, California is awarded FEMA Pre-Mitigation 
Disaster Planning Grant and Gov. Schwarzenegger 
signs AB 466 providing 25% State matchsigns AB 466 providing 25% State match.  

4. In March 2007, DWR partners with CSUSB Water 
Resources Institute to coordinate AFTF. 

5 In October 2007 DWR appoints 33 public members &5. In October 2007, DWR appoints 33 public members & 
representatives of Federal & State agencies to serve 
on AFTF.

6 In December 2007 meetings of AFTF begin in6. In December  2007, meetings of AFTF begin in 
Southern California held in in communities that are 
affected by rapid growth on alluvial fans 



Mission of the Alluvial Fan Task Force

Assembly Bill No. 2141
Established 

under AB 2141 to:y

Ch.878      —2—

under  AB 2141 to:

R i t t f k l dPART 10. ALLUVIAL FAN 
TASK FORCE

12997. (a) Not later than June 30, 2005, the director shal l establ ish

the A l luv ia l Fan Task Force wi th broad membersh ip , to the max im um
ex ten t poss ib le , f rom loca l , s ta te , and federa l governm en t and o ther
s tak eho lders to rev i ew the s ta te o f know ledge regard ing a l l uv ia l f an

•Review state of knowledge

•Determine future 
stak eho lders to rev i ew the s ta te o f know ledge regard ing a l l uv ia l f an
f l o o d p l a i n s , d e t e r m i n e f u t u r e r e s e a r c h n e e d s , a n d p r e p a r e
recomm endat ions re la t ing to a l luv ia l f an f loodp la in m anagem ent , w i th
an emphas is on a l luv ia l f an f loodp la ins that are be ing cons idered for
deve lopm ent in accordance wi th loca l genera l p lans . The d i rec tor , in
consu l ta t i on wi th representa t i ves of the Count ies of San Bernard ino ,
Rivers ide, Los Angeles, Ventura, Santa Barbara, San Luis Obispo, Kern,
O r a n g e , I m p e r i a l , a n d S a n D i e g o , m a y e n t e r i n t o a n i n t e r a g e n c y
a g r e e m e n t w i t h t h e C a l i f o r n i a S t a t e U n i v e r s i t y , t h e U n i v e r s i t y o f
C a l i f o r n i a , o r o t h e r a p p r o p r i a t e a g e n c y t o o v e r s e e t h e t a s k f o r c e .

research needs

•Prepare recommendationsPrepare recommendations

with. . . 



Mission of the Alluvial Fan Task Force

Assembly Bill No. 2141
“ h i ll i l

y

Ch.878      —2—

“. . . an emphasis on alluvial 

fan floodplains that are 
PART 10. ALLUVIAL FAN 

TASK FORCE
12997. (a) Not later than June 30, 2005, the director shal l establ ish

the A l luv ia l Fan Task Force wi th broad membersh ip , to the max im um
ex ten t poss ib le , f rom loca l , s ta te , and federa l governm en t and o ther
s tak eho lders to rev i ew the s ta te o f know ledge regard ing a l l uv ia l f an

being considered for 

development in accordance 
stak eho lders to rev i ew the s ta te o f know ledge regard ing a l l uv ia l f an
f l o o d p l a i n s , d e t e r m i n e f u t u r e r e s e a r c h n e e d s , a n d p r e p a r e
recomm endat ions re la t ing to a l luv ia l f an f loodp la in m anagem ent , w i th
an emphas is on a l luv ia l f an f loodp la ins that are be ing cons idered for
deve lopm ent in accordance wi th loca l genera l p lans . The d i rec tor , in
consu l ta t i on wi th representa t i ves of the Count ies of San Bernard ino ,
Rivers ide, Los Angeles, Ventura, Santa Barbara, San Luis Obispo, Kern,
O r a n g e , I m p e r i a l , a n d S a n D i e g o , m a y e n t e r i n t o a n i n t e r a g e n c y
a g r e e m e n t w i t h t h e C a l i f o r n i a S t a t e U n i v e r s i t y , t h e U n i v e r s i t y o f
C a l i f o r n i a , o r o t h e r a p p r o p r i a t e a g e n c y t o o v e r s e e t h e t a s k f o r c e .

with local general plans.” 



TASK FORCE GOALS

• Ensure public health 
and safety

• Minimize public and private 
l d d f thlosses and damages from the 
natural hazards that may be 
present on alluvial fansp

• Consider environmental• Consider environmental 
resources and other values of 
floodplains



TASK FORCE 
MEMBERSMEMBERS

• Five county supervisors

D l t it• Development community

• Flood control and public• Flood control and public 
works agencies

• Environmental community

• At-large members







Accomplishments of 
Alluvial Fan Task ForceAlluvial Fan Task Force
1. In March of 2010: AFTF

l t d i ti f• completed an examination of 
historical and projected risk factors 
that are associated with developing 
in the vicinity of  alluvial fans in 
S th C lif iSouthern California;

• adopted a variety of pre-disaster 
strategies that can minimize risks 
for future developments anticipated p p
in vicinity of alluvial fans in 
Southern California and protect 
beneficial floodplain values that are 
critical to sustaining local g
watersheds that provide an essential 
supply of local groundwater and 
serve as critical habitat for a variety 
of threatened and endangered g
species

• approved recommendations from 
AFTF to DWR



72 AFTF t72-page AFTF report 
chronicling the history of 

flooding in Southern 
California in alluvial fan 

areas



• Provided local planning tools 
for local communities  to better 
evaluate the risks benefits and

IN SUMMARY, AFTF has:

evaluate the risks,  benefits, and 
costs of building in alluvial fan 
areas 

Th t l f th d• The tools focus on methods 
that encourage being smarter up 
front, looking at the integrated , g g
nature of hazards and resources 
and not just the pieces, 
assessing risks and avoidingassessing risks and avoiding 
them as much as possible, 
putting sustainable financing 

d iand insurance programs
in place to deal with long-term 
costs, and developing integrated , p g g
approaches that provide 
multiple benefits regionally.



DWR thanks the Alluvial Fan 
T k FTask Force

For its efforts in providing localFor its efforts in providing local 
government in southern California 
with tools to address the hazards and 
costs of alluvial fan flooding, and to 
integrate the inherent values of 
ll i l f i t f d l talluvial fans into fan development

Any climate change impacts that would 
i fl d k fl ld hincrease flood peak flows would have 
dramatic consequences for existing 
development on alluvial fansdevelopment on alluvial fans
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Next upNext up

• Ricardo Pineda, Cal. DWR Flood Risk 
Management Branch

• Jeremy Lancaster, Cal. Geological Service

S Li L ill & B ki• Susan Lien-Longville & Boykin 
Witherspoon, Cal. State University, San 
Bernardino Water Resources InstituteBernardino Water Resources Institute


