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Problem Statement:  There is a strong desire by DWR and the public to see future climate uncertainty represented consistently across DWR’s planning activities.  At the same time there are an impractically large number of climate scenarios and technical approaches available to DWR to represent future climate uncertainty.   For example, Update 2009 of the California Water Plan applied the 12 climate scenarios identified by the Climate Action Team (CAT) in 2009 and used these scenarios to evaluate the uncertainty associated with future water demand in California in light of climate change.  In 2010, as part of the Bay Delta Conservation Plan (BDCP), a new set of 5 climate scenarios was developed using an ensemble informed approach.  While there are practical reasons why these two high profile water resources planning studies used different scenarios and methods to characterize future climate uncertainty, DWR and the public expect better consistency.  To help DWR achieve a more consistent approach in addressing climate change uncertainty in our water resources planning studies, the CCTAG subgroup on scenarios is being asked to provide guidance on the following:

· By May 2012, provide a high level assessment of the strengths and weaknesses of the 12 CAT climate scenarios and the 5 ensemble informed scenarios used by BDCP, and other existing and available projections or ensembles of projections for sampling the distribution of future climate projections.

· By May 2012, provide recommendations for climate scenarios (selecting from existing and available projections or ensembles of projections) that are appropriate for representing a reasonable variation of future climate conditions for use in Update 2013 of the Water Plan. 

Following the May 11 CCTAG full meeting, the subgroup could recommend a more detailed approach for assessment, selection, and technical approaches to future climate scenarios for water resources planning.
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