DWR Climate News Digest –March 16-May 5, 2011
The information provided herein is a selected compilation of recent popular news articles, published reports, legislation, DWR project updates, and other items of interest related to climate change. This document is intended for distribution to DWR staff members only. The information provided is not intended to state or imply any formal position of DWR. The articles listed below under “Climate News (intended for the DWR public webpage)” are accessible to members of the public at: http://www.water.ca.gov/climatechange/news.cfm. 
DWR is a Climate Action Leader!!
[image: cid:image001.jpg@01CBF8F1.7AD55840]
The DWR 2009 Emissions Inventory has been accepted by the 			California Climate Action Registry!
To read DWR’s 2009 Emissions Report, go to: https://www.climateregistry.org/CARROT/public/reports.aspx

Climate News (will be posted on the DWR public webpage) 
Perceptions of climate change and willingness to save energy related to flood experience: http://www.nature.com/nclimate/journal/vaop/ncurrent/full/nclimate1059.html#/ref-link-21 [Nature.com – March 20, 2011]
California judge calls time out for climate change law: http://green.blogs.nytimes.com/2011/03/22/california-judge-calls-time-out-for-climate-change-law/?partner=rss&emc=rss [New York Times – March 22, 2011]
Study: Climate change impacts Joshua trees: http://www.upi.com/Science_News/2011/03/24/Study-Climate-change-impacts-Joshua-trees/UPI-52451301002532/ [UPI.com – March 24, 2011] (CC “likely will eliminate Joshua trees from 90 percent of their current range in 60-90 years”)
California regulators scramble in wake of court ruling on climate law: http://www.nytimes.com/gwire/2011/03/24/24greenwire-calif-regulators-scramble-in-wake-of-court-rul-93103.html [New York Times - March 24, 2011]
London builds climate change park: http://www.hortweek.com/News/1061558/London-builds-climate-change-park/ [Horticulture Week - March 25, 2011]
Back to the wild to build better climate-resilient wheat: http://www.scientificamerican.com/article.cfm?id=build-better-climate-resistant-wheat&WT.mc_id=SA_DD_20110325 [Scientific American – March 25, 2011]
Large regional changes in farmland area predicted: http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2011/03/110325151645.htm [ScienceDaily - March 28, 2011]
Billion-plus people to lack water in 2050 -study:http://www.google.com/hostednews/afp/article/ALeqM5gJJDWVHwr62fSiDe5oOGPXu2yw9w?docId=CNG.46ed509ca7a9eeedf960f4296681ac80.981 [AFP – March 28, 2011]
Israel a model for global water management: http://www.jpost.com/Sci-Tech/Article.aspx?id=214217 [The Jerusalem Post – March 28, 2011]
Climate Change could leave 1 Billion urbanites high and dry by 2050: http://www.scientificamerican.com/article.cfm?id=climate-change-one-billion-urbanites-water-shortage [Scientific American – April 4. 2011]
USGS on Dust-Bowlification: Drier conditions projected to accelerate dust storms in the U.S. southwest: http://climateprogress.org/2011/04/07/usgs-dust-bowl-storms-southwest/ [Climate Progress – April 7, 2011]
West Antarctic warming triggered by warmer sea surface in tropical Pacific: http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2011/04/110410181313.htm [ScienceDaily - April 11, 2011]
Carbon sequestration estimate in US increased, barring a drought: http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2011/04/110414131851.htm [ScienceDaily - April 18, 2011] 


Politics and self-confidence trump education on climate change: http://arstechnica.com/science/news/2011/04/politics-self-confidence-trump-education-for-climate-change.ars [arstechnica - April 20, 2011] (results from a Univ of NH poll and 10 years’ worth of Gallup polls)
New study links ozone hole to climate change all the way to the equator: http://www.physorg.com/news/2011-04-columbia-links-ozone-hole-climate.html [Physorg - April 21, 2011]
Report stresses impact of global warming on Valley: http://www.fresnobee.com/2011/04/25/2363994/valley-warming-could-increase.html?story_link=email_msg [Fresno Bee – April 25, 2011] 			USBR Report - (http://www.usbr.gov/climate/)
Pay Now, Pay Later: A State-by-State Assessment of the Costs of Climate Change: http://americansecurityproject.org/featured-items/2011/report-series-pay-now-pay-later-a-state-by-state-assessment-of-the-costs-of-climate-change/ [American Security Project – April 2011]
After a three-decade hiatus, sea level rise may return to the West Coast: http://www.agu.org/news/press/pr_archives/2011/2011-17.shtml [American Geophysical Union - May 2, 2011]
West-Wide Climate Risk Assessments: Bias-Corrected and Spatially Downscaled Surface Water Projections: http://www.usbr.gov/WaterSMART/wwcra.html [US Bureau of Reclamation – April 2011]
SECURE Water Act Section 9503© - Reclamation Climate Change and Water 2011: http://www.usbr.gov/climate/SECURE/docs/SECUREWaterReport.pdf [US Bureau of Reclamation – April 2011]
Other Climate News (will NOT be posted on the DWR webpage)
IFC encourages private sector action to address the effects of climate change in Peru: http://finchannel.com/Main_News/Business/83917_IFC_Encourages_Private_Sector_Action_to_Address_the_Effects_of_Climate_Change_in_Peru/ [Finchannel.com – March 25, 2011]
Climate change affects breeding success in rare tropical bird: http://www.physorg.com/news/2011-03-climate-affects-success-rare-tropical.html [Physorg - March 24, 2011]
Zambia: Woman leads in environmental protection: http://www.africanews.com/site/ZAMBIA_Woman_leads_in_environmental_protection/list_messages/37897 [Africa News - March 25, 2011] (although water and food security threats will disproportionately impact them “women can become effective agents of change for protection and stewardship of the earth if they are provided with knowledge and opportunity”)
The relationship between nuclear power and climate change: http://www.worldpress.org/Asia/3720.cfm [Worldpress.org – March 27, 2011] (a very frank interview with Jeffrey Eckel, president and CEO of Hannon Armstrong, an energy infrastructure financing company)
Warm water causes extra-cold winters in Northeastern North American and Northeastern Asia: http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2011/03/110330131306.htm [ScienceDaily - March 30, 2011]
Statement to the Committee on Science, Space and Technology of the United States House of Representatives by Richard Muller, Professor of Physics at UC Berkeley: http://berkeleyearth.org/Resources/Muller_Testimony_31_March_2011 (status report on the Berkeley Earth Surface Temperature project; surprising testimony from a famous climate skeptic)
Atmospheric science: seeing through the contrails: http://www.nature.com/nclimate/journal/v1/n1/full/nclimate1078.html?WT.ec_id=NCLIMATE-201104 [Nature Climate Change – April 2011] (‘spreading contrails’ may be causing more climate warming today than all the CO2 emitted by aircraft since the start of aviation)
China buries Obama’s ‘Sputnik’ goal for clean-energy use: http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2011-04-03/china-buries-obama-sputnik-aim-for-clean-power-as-kissinger-advises-bank.html [Bloomberg - April 4, 2011] (“China is matching U.S. expertise with Chinese financing and manufacturing prowess to dominate a market both nations say is critical to their future”)
Some people’s climate beliefs shift with weather: http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2011/04/110406161039.htm [ScienceDaily - April 7, 2011]
Study: Gas from ‘fracking’ worse than coal on climate: http://thehill.com/blogs/e2-wire/677-e2-wire/155101-report-gas-from-fracking-worse-than-coal-on-climate [The Hill - April 10, 2011]
Greenhouse gases from forest soils: http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2011/04/110412065945.htm [ScienceDaily - April 12, 2011] (Nitrous oxide emissions from forest soils is at least twice as high as estimated so far by the IPCC)
California renewable energy bill is signed: http://www.modbee.com/2011/04/12/1642465/energy-bill-is-signed.html [Modesto Bee - April 12, 2011]
President Clinton and Mayor Bloomberg join forces to combat climate change (press release): http://www.clintonfoundation.org/news/news-media/press-release-president-clinton-and-mayor-bloomberg-join-forces-to-combat-climate-change [April 13, 2011]
Climate change from black carbon depends on altitude: http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2011/04/110414104215.htm [ScienceDaily - April 14, 2011] (Addition of black carbon near the land and ocean surface caused the surfact to heat, but addition to the stratosphere caused the land and oceans to cool)
Scientists: soot may be the key to rapid Arctic melt: http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?f=/n/a/2011/04/20/state/n101222D15.DTL [SFGate - April 20, 2011]
Supreme Court indicates it will dismiss 6-state global warming lawsuit: http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/nation/la-na-court-warming-20110420,0,5463771.story [LA Times – April 20, 2011]
Earth recovered from prehistoric global warming faster than previously thought: http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2011/04/110421151919.htm [ScienceDaily - April 21, 2011] (but still took over 30,000 years, so don’t get too excited)
American pikas: contemporary climate change alters pace and drivers of extinction: http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2011/04/110420081826.htm [ScienceDaily - April 21, 2011] (local extinction rates have increased nearly five-fold in the last decade)
Ice cores from Greenland unlock ancient climate secret: http://www.scientificamerican.com/article.cfm?id=ice-cores-from-greenland-unlock-ancient-climate-secret [Scientific American – April 25, 2011]
Agulhas ocean current ‘leakage’, fueled by global warming, could stabilize Atlantic overturning circulation: http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2011/04/110427131809.htm [ScienceDaily - April 27, 2011]
Reports
Integrated Strategies for a Vibrant and Sustainable Fresno County: http://www.geosinstitute.org/images/stories/pdfs/Publications/ClimateWise/FresnoClimateWiseFinal.pdf [ClimateWise - March 2011]
West-Wide Climate Risk Assessments: Bias-Corrected and Spatially Downscaled Surface Water Projections: http://www.usbr.gov/WaterSMART/wwcra.html [US Bureau of Reclamation – April 2011]
Pay Now, Pay Later: A State-by-State Assessment of the Costs of Climate Change: http://americansecurityproject.org/featured-items/2011/report-series-pay-now-pay-later-a-state-by-state-assessment-of-the-costs-of-climate-change/ [American Security Project – April 2011]
Water, Energy and Climate Change – A contribution from the business community: http://moderncms.ecosystemmarketplace.com/repository/moderncms_documents/wbcsd_waterenergyandclimatechange.1.pdf [World Business Council for Sustainable Development – April 2011]
Published Literature
“Geographic disparities and moral hazards in the predicted impacts of climate change on human populations”: http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/j.1466-8238.2010.00632.x/abstract [Global Ecology and Biogeography – 17 February 2011]
“Statistical models of temperature in the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta under climate-change scenarios and ecological implications”: http://tenaya.ucsd.edu/~dettinge/wagner_delta_temps.pdf [Estuaries and Coasts - February 2011] 
“Contemporary climate change alters the pace and drivers of extinction”: http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/j.1365-2486.2010.02389.x/pdf [Global Change Biology - April 2011]
“Responses of wind erosion to climate-induced vegetation changes on the Colorado Plateau”: http://www.pnas.org/content/early/2011/02/16/1014947108.abstract [Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences – February 2011] (“…the effects of increased temperature on perennial plant cover and the correlation of declining plant cover with increased aeolian flux strongly suggest that sustained drought conditions across the southwest will accelerate the likelihood of dust production in the future on disturbed soil surfaces” = Dust Bowlification)
BLOGS
Open Spaces: http://www.fws.gov/news/blog/ [A daily blog about news, issues and people in the US Fish and Wildlife Service; starting Earth Day 2011, there will be a new entry for 50 consecutive weekdays on a new story from a different state]
Andrew Freedman on - “Congress turns a blind eye to climate science”: http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/capital-weather-gang/post/congress-turns-a-blind-eye-to-climate-science/2011/04/12/AFxAqQQD_blog.html [Washington Post - April 12, 2011] 
The Oberlin Project and “full-spectrum sustainability” http://climateprogress.org/2011/04/06/the-oberlin-project-and-full-spectrum-sustainability/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+climateprogress%2FlCrX+%28Climate+Progress%29 [Climate Progress – April 6, 2011]
Other Items of Interest
The ‘Holy Grail’ of science: The artificial leaf researchers claim will turn every home into its own power station: http://www.dailymail.co.uk/sciencetech/article-1370839/Scientists-Holy-Grail-science-mastermind-worlds-artificial-leaf.html [Daily Mail - March 28, 2011]
Everyday Environmentalism: Concerning Consumption: http://www.elr.info/articles/vol41/41.10374.pdf [Environmental Law Reporter - April 2011]
State and Regional Control of Geological Carbon Sequestration (Part 1): http://www.elr.info/articles/vol41/41.10348.pdf [Environmental Law Reporter - April 2011]
The Clean Air Act: A Suitable Tool for Addressing the Challenges of Climate Change: http://www.elr.info/articles/vol41/41.10301.pdf [Environmental Law Reporter - April 2011]
Must see Naomi Oreskes talk on Merchants of Doubt: How a Handful of Scientists Obscure the Truth about Climate Change: http://climateprogress.org/2010/03/07/naomi-oreskes-book-talk-merchants-of-doubt-how-a-handful-of-scientists-obscure-the-truth-about-climate-change/
[Website] Carbon Conscious: http://www.carbonconscious.us/climate-change/ (Carbon Conscious is a planning and public engagement framework designed to reduce the impacts of climate change through climate action policies, mindful resource planning, community engagement and sustainable practices)
Potential Impacts of Climate Change in the United States: http://www.cbo.gov/ftpdocs/101xx/doc10107/05-04-ClimateChange_forWeb.pdf [Congressional Budget Office of the Congress of the United States – May 2009]


[image: ]


*************************************************************************************
The Climate News Digest is an internal DWR staff publication. Current and past editions can be viewed and downloaded from the DWR internal climate change website: http://dwrclimatechange.water.ca.gov/digest.html. Please email questions, comments, or listserv subscription requests to: climate-change-compendium@water.ca.gov.
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