DWR Climate News Digest – July 24th – August 13th, 2010
The information provided herein is a selected compilation of recent popular news articles, published reports, legislation, DWR project updates, and other items of interest related to climate change. This document is intended for distribution to DWR staff members only. The information provided is not intended to state or imply any formal position of DWR. The articles listed below under “Climate News (intended for the DWR public webpage)” are accessible to members of the public at: http://www.water.ca.gov/climatechange/news.cfm.
Climate News (will be posted on the DWR public webpage) 
Oz turns to oceans for drinking water: http://www.torontosun.com/news/world/2010/07/11/14677321.html [Toronto Sun - July 11, 2010]
Groundbreaking Sandia study ties climate uncertainties to economies of US states: https://share.sandia.gov/news/resources/news_releases/uncertainty_economics/ [Sandia National Laboratories – July 21, 2010]
Mexican ‘climate migrants’ predicted to flood US: http://www.nature.com/news/2010/100726/full/news.2010.375.html?s=news_rss [Nature News – July 26, 2010]
Marine phytoplankton declining: Striking global changes at the base of the marine food web linked to rising ocean temperatures: http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2010/07/100728131705.htm [Science Daily - July 28, 2010]
Climate change begets Delta Urbanism: http://www.opednews.com/articles/2/Climate-Change-Begets-Delt-by-Olga-Bonfiglio-100801-588.html [OpEdNews - August 1, 2010] (Netherlands adaptation)
George Shultz challenges California to lead: http://articles.latimes.com/2010/aug/02/local/la-me-cap-20100802 [LA Times - August 2, 2010]
New state survey affirms American’s support for government action on climate change: http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2010/08/100803152811.htm [ScienceDaily - August 3, 2010]
Increased destruction of bird populations are predicted with rise in global temperatures: http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2010/08/100805143001.htm [ScienceDaily -August 5, 2010]
Coastal creatures may have reduced ability to fight off infections in acidified oceans: http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2010/08/100805142959.htm [ScienceDaily - August 5, 2010]
Russia, crippled by drought, bans grain exports: http://www.nytimes.com/2010/08/06/world/europe/06russia.html?_r=1&ref=global-home [NY Times - August 5, 2010]
Worst impact of climate change may be how humanity reacts to it: http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2010/08/100806080220.htm [ScienceDaily - August 6, 2010] 
Can charcoal slow climate change and improve agriculture?: http://www.scientificamerican.com/podcast/episode.cfm?id=can-charcoal-slow-climate-change-an-10-08-08&sc=DD_20100809 [Scientific American - August 8, 2010]
Biodiversity hot spots more vulnerable to climate change than thought: http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2010/06/100607165746.htm [ScienceDaily - August 12, 2010]
Greenhouse gas calculator connects farming practices with carbon credits: http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2010/08/100809093643.htm [ScienceDaily - August 12, 2010] 										(US Cropland Greenhouse Gas Calculator http://surf.kbs.msu.edu/ghgcalculator/) 

Other Climate News (will NOT be posted on the DWR webpage)
Restoring California’s Wild Watersheds: http://www.yesmagazine.org/issues/water-solutions/restoring-californias-wild-watersheds [YES magazine - May 27, 2010] (meadow restoration on the Feather River could have large impacts on watershed storage capacity)
Researchers calculate the cost of CO2 emissions, call for carbon tax: http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2010/07/100707102549.htm [ScienceDaily - July 25, 2010]
Toxic fish could help Obama hit 2020 climate goal: http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/home/environment/pollution/Toxic-fish-could-help-Obama-hit-2020-climate-goal-/articleshow/6220453.cms [Times of India - July 26, 2010] (proposed mercury rule will impact the dirtiest coal-fired plants)
Unaccounted feedbacks from climate-induced ecosystem changes may increase future climate warming: http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2010/07/100725142610.htm [ScienceDaily - July 26, 2010]
Regional and state interests may dominate future climate and energy policy: http://www.nytimes.com/cwire/2010/07/26/26climatewire-regional-and-state-interests-may-dominate-fu-43090.html [New York Times - July 26, 2010] 
Signs of reversal of Arctic cooling: Rapid temperature rise in the coldest region of mainland Europe: http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2010/07/100729101607.htm [ScienceDaily - July 29, 2010]
EPA rejects challenges to finding that climate change is threat to health: http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2010-07-29/epa-rejects-challenges-to-finding-that-climate-change-is-threat-to-health.html [Bloomberg - July 29, 2010]
Thaw deal: Climate change could leave penguins in the dark: http://www.scientificamerican.com/blog/post.cfm?id=thaw-deal-climate-change-could-leav-2010-07-29&sc=DD_20100729 [Scientific American – July 29, 2010] (evolution can’t keep pace with rate of change)
Black carbon implicated in global warming: http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2010/07/100729144225.htm [ScienceDaily - July 30, 2010]
Best hope for saving Arctic sea ice is to cut soot emissions: http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2010/07/100728092617.htm [ScienceDaily - July 30, 2010]
New carbon dioxide emissions model: http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2010/08/100802110827.htm [ScienceDaily - August 3, 2010]
Ice-free Arctic Ocean may not be of much use in soaking up carbon dioxide: http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2010/08/100802173736.htm [ScienceDaily - August 3, 2010]
Researchers drill through mile and a half of Greenland ice sheet in search of climate change insights: http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2010/08/100804133448.htm [ScienceDaily - August 4, 2010]
Increased destruction of bird populations are expected with rise in global temperatures:  http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2010/08/100805143001.htm [ScienceDaily - August 5, 2010]
EPA left to pick up climate change were Congress dropped the debate: http://www.washingtonpost.com/wpdyn/content/article/2010/08/03/AR2010080306366.html [Washington Post - August 4, 2010]
Climate change could destroy 80 percent of rainforest by next century: http://www.telegraph.co.uk/earth/earthnews/7928296/Climate-change-could-destroy-80-per-cent-of-rainforest-by-next-century.html [Telegraph UK - August 5, 2010]
Climate talks appear to slip backward: http://www.google.com/hostednews/ap/article/ALeqM5g1JSga_CNGr6cpuIGcVrNxOuOBOAD9HE2KNO1 [Associated Press - August 6, 2010]
Coal: The cheap, dirty and direct route to irreversible climate change: http://www.guardian.co.uk/environment/cif-green/2010/aug/06/coal-climate-change [Guardian UK - August 6, 2010]
Dueling pollsters add heat to torpid climate debate: http://www.nytimes.com/cwire/2010/08/10/10climatewire-dueling-pollsters-add-heat-to-torpid-climate-30924.html [New York Times - August 10, 2010]
Common orchid gives scientists hope in face of climate change: http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2010/08/100810094615.htm [ScienceDaily - August 10, 2010]
Send in the clouds: NASA’s CloudSat sees clouds effects on climate by studying them from space: http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2010/08/100810083053.htm [ScienceDaily - August 11, 2010]
Indonesian ice field may be gone in a few years, core may contain secrets of Pacific El Nino events: http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2010/08/100810101728.htm [ScienceDaily - August 11, 2010] (interesting part at the end about how the researchers convinced local tribes they weren’t desecrating the natives’  mountain god – I wonder how they did that?!)
Reports 
State of the Climate in 2009: http://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/bams-state-of-the-climate/2009.php [NOAA - July 2010] (compiled by over 300 scientists from 48 countries; 10 key indicators of warming examined)
World Investment Report 2010 – Investing in a Low Carbon Economy: http://www.unctad.org/en/docs/wir2010_en.pdf [United Nations Conference on Trade and Development – July 22, 2010] 
Presidential Climate Action Project/ Plan B: Near-term Presidential Actions for Energy and Environmental Leadership: http://www.climateactionproject.com/plan2010/PCAP-Report_August2010.pdf [August 2010] (report provides a five-point plan detailing ways President Obama can use his presidential powers to advance climate change policy and national greenhouse gas reductions in the US even if Congress does not pass comprehensive climate change legislation)
Legislation
Climate change plan collapses in Senate: http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?f=/c/a/2010/07/26/EDSL1EJ0V5.DTL [SF Gate - July 26, 2010]
Published Literature
Expert credibility in climate change: http://www.pnas.org/content/early/2010/06/22/1003187107.full.pdf+html [W. Anderegg, J. Prall, J. Harold, and S. Schneider- PNAS Early Edition (online) April 2010]
Global sea level rise linked to global temperature: http://www.pik-potsdam.de/~stefan/Publications/Journals/vermeer_rahmstorf_2009.pdf  [(This paper presents an improved methodology for estimated sea level rise using projected air temperature. The original method (Rahmstorf 2007) was used by the CalFed Independent Science Board for their sea level rise recommendations for Delta planning efforts)
CLOG (Climate Change Blog)
Teddy Lesmana – “Climate Change and Indonesia’s Poor”: http://www.thejakartaglobe.com/opinion/climate-change-and-indonesias-poor/387675 [Jakarta Globe - July 25, 2010] (approximately 40% of Indonesia’s population is heavily dependent on agriculture and are facing increasingly erratic weather due to CC)
Paul Krugman – “Who cooked the planet?: http://www.nytimes.com/2010/07/26/opinion/26krugman.html?emc=eta1 [New York Times – July 25th, 2010]
John Cook – “Climate change denial? There’s an app for that”: http://www.guardian.co.uk/environment/blog/2010/aug/06/iphone-climate-denial-app [Guardian UK - August 6, 2010] (cognitive dissonance for your iPhone)

Other Items of Interest
Nature Climate Change: http://www.nature.com/nclimate/marketing/index.html [Multidisciplinary journal that will publish high-quality research across both the natural and social sciences; mission will be to unify the body of research on the understanding, an impacts, of climate change as well as to place it in a wider social context] 
US Department of Commerce and the Interior to Cooperate on Climate-Related Activities: http://www.commerce.gov/news/press-releases/2010/08/03/us-departments-commerce-and-interior-cooperate-climate-related-activi [August 3, 2010]
US Climate Action Network website: http://www.usclimatenetwork.org/
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*************************************************************************************
The Climate News Digest is an internal DWR staff publication. Current and past editions can be viewed and downloaded from the DWR internal climate change website at: http://dwrclimatechange.water.ca.gov/index.html. To subscribe to the listserv and receive a notice when a new Climate News Digest is available, click the following link and type “subscribe” in the subject line: climate-change-compendium@water.ca.gov. Questions or comments should be directed to Michelle Selmon, Staff ES/Climate Change Specialist at mselmon@water.ca.gov. 
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