DWR Climate News Digest
February 5th- March 4th, 2012
Disclaimer: The information and links provided on this web page are not intended to state or imply any formal position of the California Department of Water Resources
The information provided herein is a selected compilation of recent popular news articles, publications, and other information relevant to climate change and water management. The links provided herein are intended to provide educational and thought-provoking material for water managers and water users. 
To subscribe to the DWR Climate News listserv and receive notifications when new editions are posted, send an email to: climatechange@water.ca.gov.
TOPICS [Find older items in the Climate News Archive] 
 DWR Staff Publications
**DWR DRAFT Climate Action Plan Phase 1 [March 2012] (In an effort to reduce 	its impact on the environment and lead by example, DWR is developing a Department-	wide Climate Action Plan. The first phases of this Climate Action Plan is a Greenhouse 	Gas Emissions Reduction Plan, which will guide project development and decision 	making with respect to energy use and GHG emissions)**
Reports
Unburnable Carbon - Are the world's financial markets carrying a carbon bubble? [Carbon 	Tracker Initiative - 2011] [calculations summarized in this report show that governments 	and global markets are currently treating as assets, reserves equivalent to nearly 5 times 	the carbon budget (the amt of CO2 we can burn and reduce the chance of exceeding 2 	degrees C warming to 20%) for the next 40 years]
Published Literature
A climate change vulnerability assessment of California's at-risk birds [PLOSone - March 2012]
Projecting water withdrawal and supply for future decades in the U.S. under climate change 	scenarios [Environmental Science and Technology - January 12, 2012] (abstract only)
Science controversies past and present [Physics Today - October 2011] ('reactions to the 	science of global warming have followed a similar course to those of other inconvenient 	truths from physics')
Grants and Other Funding Opportunities
Wildlife Conservation Society Climate Adaptation Fund - With funding provided by the Doris Duke 	Charitable Foundation and managed by the Wildlife Conservation Society (WCS), the WCS 	Climate Adaptation Fund will provide up to $3.1 million in competitive grants in 2012.  Grants 	will be 1-2 years in length.  Awards will be made to non-profit conservation organizations for 	applied, on-the-ground projects focused on implementing priority conservation actions for 		climate adaptation at a landscape scale. To apply, submit a pre-proposal application form to 	Darren Long, dlong@wcs.org, no later than 5:00 p.m. MST on Friday, March 30, 2012
Sea-level Rise and other Ocean Impacts
Carbon dioxide breaking down marine ecosystems [Science News - February 21, 2012]
Melting ice sheets already seen driving sea-level rise [E&E Publishing - February 8, 2012]
Agriculture/Food Production
Valentine's Day destroyed by climate change? [LA Times - February 10, 2012] (oh no, not the chocolate!!)
General Water Management
How climate change could be the ruin of Los Angeles [Atlantic Cities - February 23, 2012]
Climate change a growing risk for U.S. water supplies [OPB - February 8, 2012]
Floods
With climate change, today's '100-year floods' may happen every three to 20 years: research 	[Physorg.com - February 13, 2012] (natural variability on steroids is pretty scary)
Drought
Drought ravages farms across wide swath of Mexico [NPR - February 7, 2012]



Wildlife and Ecosystem Impacts 
For some animals, climate change offers a chance to flourish [E&E Publishing - February 20, 	2012] ("What we really don't know is what the long-term consequences of climate change 	are...There will definitely be winners and losers, and it's hard to predict what some of those will 	be")
Time of year important in projections of climate change effects on ecosystems [Science Daily - 	February 15, 2012]
Fish of Antarctica threatened by climate change [Science Daily - February 13, 2012]
Harp seals on thin ice after 32 years of warming [Science Daily - January 4, 2012]
Greenhouse Gas Mitigation and Adaptation
CFC substitutes: Good for the ozone layer, bad for the climate [Science Daily - February 24, 	2012]
Plotting a road map for a low-carbon future [The Globe and Mail - February 16, 2012]
Low carbon technologies 'no quick-fix': May not lesson global warming until late this century 	[Science Daily - February 16, 2012] ('rapid deployment of low-greenhouse-gas 	technologies (LGEs) will initially increase emissions as they will require a large amount of 	energy to construct and install')
Conservative lawmakers, protecting their beaches, also adapt to climate change [E&E 	Publishing - February 10, 2012]
Growing doubts in Europe on future of carbon storage [New York Times - January 16, 2012]
Wind farms can actually increase climate change by raising temperatures and causing 	downpours, warn academics [Daily Mail UK - February 5, 2012]
Sacrificing the desert to save the Earth [LA Times - February 5, 2012]
International Planning
Plotting a road map for a low-carbon future [Globe and Mail - February 16, 2012]

Climate Change Modeling 
Quantifying climate impacts: New comprehensive model comparison launched [Eurekalert - 	February 7, 2012]
BLOGS
Mike Lemonick on "Natural gas our new savior? Not so fast..." [Climate Central - February 28, 	2012]
Bob Inglis (former U.S. House of Representatives) on "Conservative means standing with 	science on climate" [Bloomberg Businessweek - October 2, 2011]
Bill McKibben on  "Climate denial is creating 'The Great Carbon Bubble'" [AlterNet - February 	9, 2012] 
Additional Items of Interest 
More Americans now believe in global warming [LA Times - February 29, 2012]
Himalayan sherpas lament climate change devastation [AFP - February 26, 2012] 
Why the global warming skeptics are wrong [New York Review of Books - February 22, 2012] (a 	point-by-point rebuttal of the Wall Street Journal Op-Ed titled "No Need to Panic About 	Global Warming")
Earth's clouds are getting lower, NASA satellite finds [Science Daily - February 22, 2012] (if 	cloud height continues to drop, it may function as a 'negative feedback' mechanism that 	will counteract global warming)
Civilization faces 'perfect storm of ecological and social problems' [Guardian - February 20, 	2012]
Climate scientist Peter Gleick admits he leaked Heartland Institute documents [Guardian - 	February 20, 2012]
The origin of the Heartland documents [Huffington Post - February 20, 2012] (Peter Gleick of 	the Pacific Institute admits in this post that he was the person who leaked documents 	from the Heartland Institute after obtaining them under a false identity; "My judgment 	was blinded by my frustration with the ongoing efforts - often anonymous, well-funded, 	and coordinated - to attack climate science and scientists and prevent this debate, and 	by the lack of transparency of the organizations involved")  
Attacks paid for by big business are 'driving science into a dark era' [Guardian- February 18, 	2012]
Wildfires kill 339,000 people per year: Study [AFP - February 18, 2012]
Classrooms become next battleground for climate change skeptics [LiveScience - February 17, 	2012]
Bay Area climate change plans lack regional cooperation [New York Times - February 17, 2012]
U.S. will lead new effort to cut global warming from methane, soot [Washington Post - 	February 15, 2012] ("The science is quite clear that the only way to slow warming in the 	near term...is to reduce emissions of these so called short-lived climate forcers")
Extreme summer temperatures occur more frequently in U.S. now, analysis shows [Science 	Daily - February 15, 2012]
Heartland institute working to fund global warming skepticism, foster strategic alliances, 	leaked documents show [International Business Times - February 15, 2012]
Ice caps not shrinking as much as once thought, new data show [Christian Science Monitor - 	February 8, 2012] ("The good news here is that they are not losing mass as quickly as we 	thought...the bad news is that while we're not losing mass from ice caps and glaciers as 	quickly, we're still not gaining it anywhere")
Video a home run on steroids, baseball and climate change [Climate Central - February 8, 	2012]
Politics may be real climate hazard - experts [AlertNet - February 6, 2012]
China greenhouse gas emissions set to rise well past U.S. [Scientific American - February 3, 	2012]






Images to Ponder
[image: ]
Changes in ice thickness (in centimeters per year) during 2003-2010 as measured by NASA's Gravity Recovery and Climate Experiment (GRACE) satellites, averaged over each of the world's ice caps and glacier systems outside of Greenland and Antarctica. Image credit: NASA/JPL-Caltech/University of Colorado 										http://www.nasa.gov/topics/earth/features/grace20120208.html
[image: Inline image 1]

Current and past editions of the DWR Climate News Digest can be viewed and downloaded at: http://www.water.ca.gov/climatechange/news.cfm. Please email questions, comments, or listserv subscription requests to: climatechange@water.ca.gov.
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