DWR Climate News Digest
March 5th–March 27th, 2011
Disclaimer: The information and links provided on this web page are not intended to state or imply any formal position of the California Department of Water Resources
The information provided herein is a selected compilation of recent popular news articles, publications, and other information relevant to climate change and water management. The links provided herein are intended to provide educational and thought-provoking material for water managers and water users. 
To subscribe to the DWR Climate News listserv and receive notifications when new editions are posted, send an email to: climatechange@water.ca.gov.
TOPICS [Find older items in the Climate News Archive] 
Reports
Climate Action for Health: Integrating Public Health into Climate Action Planning [California 	Department of Public Health - February 2012]
Published Literature
A climate change vulnerability assessment of California's at-risk birds 				[PLOS one - March 2, 2012]
Sea-level Rise and other Ocean Impacts
Global sea level likely to rise as much as 70 feet for future generations 			[Science Daily - March 19, 2012]
Ocean's acidic shift may be fastest in 300 million years [Reuters - March 1, 2012]
Agriculture/Food Production
Extreme weather puts crops at risk [Interlochen Public Radio - March 22, 2012]



General Water Management
U.S. intelligence sees global water conflict risks rising [Reuters - March 22, 2012]
Ensuring access to water for agriculture vital for a sustainable future - UN 			[UN News Centre - March 22, 2012]
Drought
Texas drought twists migrations of many birds [SF Gate - March 1, 2012]
Wildlife and Ecosystem Impacts 
Study: Birds adjusting slowly to climate change [ABC news - March 28, 2012]
Antarctic seal pups face challenges from climate change [msnbc - March 21, 2012]
Mesquite trees displacing southwestern grasslands [University of Arizona - March 19, 2012] 	('encroachment of woody plants onto former grasslands exposes the area's semi-arid 	landscape to a higher risk of irreversible desertification')
Climate change sends beetles into overdrive [Science - March 16, 2012]
Mild winters may shift spread of mosquito-borne illness [Science News - March 13, 2012]
Greenhouse Gas Mitigation and Adaptation
'Abriculture' using forests to feed indigenous peoples and fight climate change				 [National Geographic - March 27, 2012]
Mitigating revelations of climate change [Korea Times - March 26, 2012]
Pay dirt: farmers aim to restore carbon balance and harvest rewards 			[Sydney Morning Herald - March 19, 2012]
Thawing Alaska permafrost prompts landfill concerns [Alaska Dispatch - March 19, 2012]
Climate 'tech fixes' urged for Arctic methane [BBC - March 17, 2012]
Can drilling for shale gas and carbon sequestration coexist? [E&E Publishing - March 16, 2012]
Natural gas a weak weapon against climate change, new study asserts 			[National Geographic- March 14, 2012]
New advance in the science of carbon accounting [Science Daily - March 6, 2012]
Elevated carbon dioxide concentrations can increase carbon storage in the soil				 [Science Daily - March 5, 2012] (good news on a potential 'negative' feedback process 	that could help slow down rising atmospheric CO2 concentrations)
International Planning
Indigenous peoples needed to meet the challenge of climate change 			[National Geographic - March 25, 2012]
Pacific island nation of Kiribati may move entire population to Fiji because of climate change 	[NY Daily News - March 9, 2012]
Climate Change Modeling 
Updates to HadCRUT global temperature dataset [UK Met Office - March 19, 2012] (new 	dataset includes data from the fast-warming Arctic region, and indicates that 2010 and 	2005 were slightly warmer than 1998, providing additional evidence to debunk the claim 	that climate has been cooling for the past decade)
Legislative Updates
Obama administration sets limits on power plant emissions [LA Times - March 27, 2012]
BLOGS
Brad Johnson on "'You can't take away my hope': Thirty years of climate scientists helplessly describing our dangerously changing world" [Think Progress - March 26, 2012]
Lucia Graves on "Fukishima anniversary: How climate change endangers nuclear safety" 	[Huffington Post - March 9, 2012]
Additional Items of Interest 
Decade of extreme weather bears fingerprint of climate change						 [Live Science - March 26, 2012]
Extreme weather of last decade part of larger pattern linked to global warming 		[Science Daily 	- March 25, 2012]
Study: Global temperatures could rise 5 degrees [F] by 2050 [USA Today - March 25, 2012] 	(read the abstract to the original publication in Nature Geoscience here)
World Meteorological Organization annual statement confirms 2011 as 11th warmest on 	record [WMO - March 23, 2012] (WMO's annual Statement on the Status of the Global 	Climate confirmed that 2011 was the 'warmest year on record with a La Niña, which has 	a cooling influence'; preliminary findings from the soon-to-be-releases Decadal Global 	Climate Summary show that climate change accelerated in 2001-2010) 
Wrong as rain, planners try again [Star Tribune - March 23, 2012] (more frequent, intense 	rainfall events resulting from a warming climate tax existing infrastructure) 
[FREE iPhone App from NASA] Earth Now - Your World, Unplugged (near real-time global climate data 	from NASA's Earth science satellites; includes NASA's 'image of the day' and more!)
Carbon emission hit a new record [Sydney Morning Herald - March 14, 2012] (greenhouse gas 	emissions levels are now at 390 parts per million in the atmosphere - the highest since 	modern humans evolved)
James Hansen [NASA]: "Why I must speak out about climate change" (Hansen testified before 	Congress in 1988 about the dangers of climate change, bringing the issue into the public 	consciousness,  and continues to work to educate people about the issue)
Allergy season comes early this year because of the unusually mild winter 			[Washington Post - March 12, 2012] 
Why climate change is a matter of national security [Consumer Energy Report - March 9, 2012]
Nanotrees harvest the sun's energy to turn water into hydrogen fuel [Science Daily - March 7, 	2012] ('this is clean way to generate clean fuel')
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Source: http://www.munichre.com/app_pages/www/@res/pdf/media_relations/company_news/2011/2011_11_11_app1_en.pdf


Current and past editions of the DWR Climate News Digest can be viewed and downloaded at: http://www.water.ca.gov/climatechange/news.cfm. Please email questions, comments, or listserv subscription requests to: climatechange@water.ca.gov.
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