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DWR Climate News Digest –May 6th – June 5th, 2011
The information provided herein is a selected compilation of recent popular news articles, published reports, legislation, DWR project updates, and other items of interest related to climate change. This document is intended for distribution to DWR staff members only. The information provided is not intended to state or imply any formal position of DWR. 

Climate News (items will be posted on the DWR public webpage at: http://www.water.ca.gov/climatechange/news.cfm) 
[Report] America’s Climate Choices: http://www.nap.edu/catalog.php?record_id=12781 [National Academy of Sciences – May 12, 2011]
[Report] Drops of Energy – Conserving Urban Water in California to Reduce Greenhouse Gas Emissions: http://www.law.berkeley.edu/files/Drops_of_Energy_May_2011_v1.pdf [UC Berkeley Center for Law, Energy & Environment - May 2011]
Cutting carbon dioxide could help prevent droughts, new research shows: http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2011/03/110324153504.htm [ScienceDaily - March 25, 2011]
Scientists, farmers to study climate change: http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/html/localnews/2015013385_apwafarmersclimate1stldwritethru.html [Seattle Times - May 10, 2011]
United Kingdom adopts ambitious climate change target: http://www.wri.org/stories/2011/05/united-kingdom-adopts-ambitious-climate-change-target [World Resources Institute - May 17, 2011]
IPCC study: renewable energy could provide majority of world’s energy by 2050: http://www.wri.org/stories/2011/05/ipcc-study-renewable-energy-could-provide-majority-worlds-energy-2050 [World Resources Institute - May 23, 2011]
West Texas sees worst drought since Dust Bowl: http://thinkprogress.org/romm/2011/05/26/208170/texas-worst-drought-dust-bowl-wheat/ [Climate Progress – May 26, 2011]
Fruit and nut industries at financial risk to warmer winters: http://westernfarmpress.com/tree-nuts/fruit-and-nut-industries-financial-risk-warmer-winters?page=1 [Western Farm Press – May 27, 2011]
Groundwater depletion is detected from space: http://www.nytimes.com/2011/05/31/science/31water.html?pagewanted=1&_r=1&hpw [New York Times – May 30, 2011]
Prospect of limiting the global increase in temperature to 2 degrees C is getting bleaker: http://www.iea.org/index_info.asp?id=1959 [International Energy Agency – May 30, 2011] (IEA reports record CO2 emissions in 2010 in the “World Energy Outlook 2011”)
[Report] – “Australia in the Global Response to Climate Change Summary”: http://www.garnautreview.org.au/update-2011/garnaut-review-2011/summary-garnaut-review-2011.pdf [Garnaut Climate Change Review Update 2011 – May 31, 2011] (an update to a 2008 report which examined how the Australian economy was likely to be affected by climate change, with suggested policy responses)
The cities most prepared for climate change: http://www.fastcompany.com/1755779/how-are-big-cities-preparing-for-climate-change [Fast Company - June 1, 2011] (according to the first Global C40 Cities Report, local governments are moving quickly to mitigate, and profit from, the effects of climate change)
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Policy Statement on Climate Change Adaptation: http://epa.gov/climatechange/effects/downloads/adaptation-statement.pdf [USEPA - June 2, 2011] (EPA Administrator Lisa Jackson directs that “an EPA climate-change adaptation plan be developed and implemented to integrate climate adaptation into the agency’s programs, policies, rules and operations”)

Other Climate News for DWR staff (items will NOT be posted on the DWR public webpage)
Climate study gets pulled after charges of plagiarism: http://www.physorg.com/news/2011-05-climate-plagiarism.html [USA Today - May 15, 2011] (ironic charges against the ‘Wegman’ report)
Climate scientist fears his ‘wedges’ made it seem too easy” http://news.nationalgeographic.com/news/energy/2011/05/110517-global-warming-scientist-concern/ [National Geographic News – May 17, 2011] (“wedges”, or potential environmental steps to combat global warming, may have contributed to current apathy about the seriousness of the problem)
The climate change threat to nuclear power: http://www.newscientist.com/article/mg21028138.200-the-climate-change-threat-to-nuclear-power.html?DCMP=OTC-rss&nsref=online-news [New Scientist – May 24, 2011] (nuclear power is vulnerable to climate change effects due to the need for cooling water- requiring placement near seas or estuaries- and energy to move that water)
Do trees cause global warming?: http://www.politico.com/news/stories/0511/55731.html [Politico - May 25, 2011] (oh no, he wasn’t kidding)
Climate change increases threat of fire to U.S. west: http://www.scientificamerican.com/article.cfm?id=up-in-flames&WT.mc_id=SA_DD_20110527 [Scientific American – May 26, 2011]
Christie pulls New Jersey from 10-state climate initiative: http://www.nytimes.com/2011/05/27/nyregion/christie-pulls-nj-from-greenhouse-gas-coalition.html?emc=tnt&tntemail1=y [NY Times – May 26, 2011]
Significant role played by oceans in ancient global cooling: http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2011/05/110526141406.htm [ScienceDaily - May 28, 2011]
An unlikely power duo emerges in the global fight against climate change: http://www.nytimes.com/2011/05/29/science/earth/29enviro.html [New York Times - May 28, 2011] (Bill Clinton and Michael Bloomberg unite for the “C40”, a group of officials from 40 of the world’s largest cities)
Climate change linked to social collapses in Greenland since 800 B.C.: http://www.scientificamerican.com/article.cfm?id=climate-change-and-collapse-in-greenland [Scientific American – May 30, 2011]
Ice melt to close off Arctic’s interior riches: study: http://www.reuters.com/article/2011/05/31/us-arctic-warming-roads-idUSTRE74S1UF20110531 [Reuters - May 30, 2011] (bad news for the “Ice Road Truckers”)
Global warming may increase the capacity of trees to store carbon: http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2011/05/110525120050.htm [ScienceDaily - May 31, 2011]
World Bank, cities pledge greenhouse gas reduction: http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?f=/n/a/2011/06/01/financial/f105659D95.DTL [SFGate - June 1, 2011]
You are just plain wrong about climate change, Mr. Jones: http://www.smh.com.au/opinion/society-and-culture/you-are-just-plain-wrong-about-climate-change-mr-jones-20110601-1ffhd.html [Sydney Morning Herald - June 1, 2011] (great counterargument to the notion that ‘CO2 is an infinitesimal part of our atmosphere therefore human additions are also irrelevant’) 
National communique on climate change recommends integrating strategies to improve water situation: http://www.sana.sy/eng/27/2011/06/01/350184.htm [Syrian Arab News Agency – June 1, 2011] (even with the ongoing political turmoil in Syria, they are planning for climate change)
Climate projections don’t accurately reflect soil carbon release: http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2011/06/110602122300.htm [ScienceDaily - June 2, 2011]
Carbon release to atmosphere 10 times faster than in the past: http://www.eurekalert.org/pub_releases/2011-06/ps-crt060311.php [Eurekalert - June 5, 2011]

Reports
“Special Report on Renewable Energy Sources and Climate Change Mitigation”: http://www.ipcc-wg3.de/news/ipcc-wgiii-releases-special-report-on-renewable-energy-sources-and-climate-change-mitigation [Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change - May 2011]
 “Fate of Mountain Glaciers in the Anthropocene”: http://catholicclimatecovenant.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/05/Pontifical-Academy-of-Sciences_Glacier_Report_050511_final.pdf [Working Group of the Pontifical Academy of Sciences – May 5, 2011] (“We call on all people and nations to recognize the serious and potentially irreversible impacts of global warming caused by the anthropogenic emissions of greenhouse gases and other pollutants”)
“California’s Energy Future – The View to 2050” http://ccst.us/publications/2011/2011energy.pdf [California Council on Science and Technology – May 2011] (This report assesses technology requirements for reducing GHG emissions to 80% below 1990 levels by 2050)
“Climate Change: Mastering the Public Health Role:” http://www.apha-environment.org/pdf/APHA_ClimateChg_guidebook.pdf [American Public Health Association – April 2011]
“The Critical Decade: Climate science, risks and responses”: http://climatecommission.gov.au/wp-content/uploads/4108-CC-Science-WEB_3-June.pdf [Australian Climate Commission – June 3, 2011] (one of the key findings: ‘Decisions we make from now until 2020 will determine the severity of climate change our children and grandchildren experience’)
UK National Ecosystem Assessment: http://uknea.unep-wcmc.org/ (the first analysis of the UK’s natural environment in terms of the benefits it provides to society and continuing economic prosperity) 
Legislative Updates
An unclear course on emissions policy: http://www.nytimes.com/2011/05/30/science/earth/30climate.html?pagewanted=1&_r=2&hpw [New York Times – May 29, 2011] (cap and trade on hold in California thanks to a SF Superior Court ruling)
Published Literature
Climate change affects winter chill for temperate fruit and nut trees: http://www.plosone.org/article/info%3Adoi%2F10.1371%2Fjournal.pone.0020155 [PLOS one – May 24, 2011]
Blogs
Steve Sherwood on “Trust us, we’re climate scientist: the case for the IPCC”: http://www.sciencealert.com.au/opinions/20111805-22162.html
“Et tu, pistachios? How climate change will mess with trail mix”: http://www.grist.org/climate-change/2011-05-26-pistachios-how-climate-change-will-mess-trail-mix [Grist - May 26, 2011]
Ross Garnaut on - “Climate evidence is in, it is time to act as one”: http://www.abc.net.au/unleashed/2739078.html [ABC - The Drum Opinion – May 31, 2011]
Joe Romm on “Energy efficiency is THE core climate solution: Part 1. The biggest low-carbon source by far”: http://thinkprogress.org/romm/2011/06/01/232391/energy-efficiency-is-the-core-climate-solution-part-1-the-biggest-low-carbon-resource-by-far-2/ [Climate Progress – June 1, 2011]
Other Items of Interest
[Website] California Climate & Agriculture Network: http://www.calclimateag.org/ (The California Climate and Agricultural Network (CalCAN) is a coalition that advances policy solutions at the nexus of climate change and sustainable agriculture)
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*************************************************************************************
The Climate News Digest is an internal DWR staff publication. Current and past editions can be viewed and downloaded from the DWR internal climate change website: http://dwrclimatechange.water.ca.gov/digest.html. Please email questions, comments, or listserv subscription requests to: climate-change-compendium@water.ca.gov.
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