DWR Climate News Digest – October 16 –November 6, 2010
The information provided herein is a selected compilation of recent popular news articles, published reports, legislation, DWR project updates, and other items of interest related to climate change. This document is intended for distribution to DWR staff members only. The information provided is not intended to state or imply any formal position of DWR. The articles listed below under “Climate News (intended for the DWR public webpage)” are accessible to members of the public at: http://www.water.ca.gov/climatechange/news.cfm.
Climate News (will be posted on the DWR public webpage) 
Climate change may result in tipping point for populations, not just species: http://sify.com/news/climate-change-may-result-in-tipping-point-for-populations-not-just-species-news-international-kkvnamjacif.html [Sify - October 21, 2010]
Utilities, investors face risks from growing water scarcity: http://www.mcclatchydc.com/2010/10/21/102355/utilities-investors-face-risks.html#ixzz136odZB1j [McClatchy - October 21, 2010]
Changes in energy R&D needed to combat climate change: http://www.eurekalert.org/pub_releases/2010-10/iifa-cie102510.php [Eurekalert - October 26, 2010]
Arctic sea ice loss linked to severe U.S. winters: http://voices.washingtonpost.com/capitalweathergang/2010/10/report_details_warm_arctic-col.html [Washington Post - October 25, 2010]
Mail’s women face an even tougher future: http://www.guardian.co.uk/global-development/poverty-matters/2010/oct/25/mali-climate-change-women-labour-environment [Guardian UK - October 25, 2010] (climate change – a feminist issue?)
New report outlines plan to unleash energy efficiency opportunities in buildings: http://uk.ibtimes.com/articles/20101025/report-outlines-plan-unleash-energy-efficiency-opportunity-buildings-climate-strategy-partners.htm [Green Investing - October 25, 2010]
Passive solar glass roofing tiles: http://cleantechnica.com/2010/10/25/solar-glass-roof-tiles/ [Clean Technica – October 25, 2010]

Sea urchins tolerate acid water: http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-environment-11511624 [BBC News - October 25, 2010] (sea urchins may be able to adapt to CC, but won’t be able to remove as much organic carbon through calcification)
Drought has Amazon tributary at record low levels: http://www.sacbee.com/2010/10/25/3130337/drought-has-amazon-tributary-at.html [Sacramento Bee - October 25, 2010] 
Tackling climate change could save biodiversity: http://ipsnews.net/news.asp?idnews=53302 [IPS News - October 26, 2010] (do we need an IPCC-like mechanism for biodiversity protection? – see reference at the end to the proposed Intergovernmental Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services (IPBES))
Capital and Climate Change: Progressive Investments in a Changing Global Landscape: http://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20101027005191/en/Reynders-McVeigh-Capital-Management-Issues-2010-Update [Business Wire - October 27, 2010]
As seas rise, future floats: http://www.nytimes.com/2010/10/28/business/energy-environment/28iht-rbobfloat.html?src=twrhp [New York Times - October 27, 2010]
Introducing the A-Train: http://www.physorg.com/news/2010-10-a-train.html [Physorg - October 27, 2010] (cross-satellite collaboration (the ‘A-train’) enhances data collection and improves our understanding of climate change)
UW-Madison scientists find link between agriculture production and climate change: http://host.madison.com/wsj/news/local/environment/article_d667d698-e60d-11df-860d-001cc4c002e0.html [Wisconsin State Journal - November 1, 2010]

Other Climate News (will NOT be posted on the DWR webpage)
Slowed population growth could lower emissions by 29 percent: http://arstechnica.com/science/news/2010/10/slowed-population-growth-could-lower-emissions-by-29-percent.ars [ars technica - 18 October 2010]
Flower power: Genetic modification could amply boost plants’ carbon-capture and bioenergy capacity: http://www.scientificamerican.com/article.cfm?id=genetic-modification-carbon-sequestration [Scientific American – October 18, 2010]
Adapt to climate change or face infrastructure crisis, experts warn: http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/national/adapt-to-climate-change-or-face-infrastructure-crisis-experts-warn/article1762796/ [The Globe and Mail – October 18, 2010]
Future droughts will be shockers, study says: http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/39741525/from/toolbar [msnbc - October 19, 2010]
Demystifying the water-vapor feedback: http://www.scientificamerican.com/article.cfm?id=demystifying-the-water-vapor-feedba&sc=DD_20101020 [Scientific American - October 19, 2010]
Asia tops climate change’s ‘most vulnerable’ list: http://www.newscientist.com/article/mg20827832.400-asia-tops-climate-changes-most-vulnerable-list.html [New Scientist - October 20, 2010]
Mediterranean leaders to launch regional initiative to fight climate change: http://english.peopledaily.com.cn/90001/90777/90853/7170060.html [People’s Daily Online - October 19, 2010]
Climate change is no threat – Czech president: http://af.reuters.com/article/energyOilNews/idAFLDE69I2EC20101019 [Reuters - October 19, 2010] (this world leader slept through science class)
National policy (Pakistan) on environment change being finalized: http://www.app.com.pk/en_/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=119664&Itemid=2 [Associated Press of Pakistan – October 20, 2010] (this world leader stayed awake)
Climate change, trade surplus in China’s five-year plan: http://www.smh.com.au/environment/climate-change/climate-change-trade-surplus-in-chinas-fiveyear-plan-20101019-16skw.html [Sydney Morning Herald - October 20, 2010]
In Kansas, climate skeptics embrace cleaner energy: http://www.nytimes.com/2010/10/19/science/earth/19fossil.html?_r=2&pagewanted=1 [New York Times - October 18, 2010] (are there times when we should avoid the negative connotations associated with ‘climate change’ and instead discuss ‘thrift, patriotism, spiritual conviction and economic prosperity’?)
Poll says votes on climate change should help incumbents: http://www.nasdaq.com/aspx/stock-market-news-story.aspx?storyid=201010181613dowjonesdjonline000351&title=poll-says-votes-on-climate-change-should-help-incumbents [NASDAQ – October 20, 2010]
Could barbeques help fight climate change: http://motherjones.com/blue-marble/2010/10/barbecues-bio-char-climate-change [Mother Jones - October 21, 2010]
Invasive species, climate change “deadly duo” – report: http://af.reuters.com/article/commoditiesNews/idAFSGE69L08B20101022?pageNumber=1&virtualBrandChannel=0 [Reuters Africa – October 22, 2010]
UF research gives clues about carbon dioxide patterns at the end of the Ice Age: http://news.ufl.edu/2010/10/25/carbon-2/ [University of Florida News - October 25, 2010]
The lie of the land: http://www.smh.com.au/environment/climate-change/the-lie-of-the-land-20101025-170xc.html [Sydney Morning Herald - October 26, 2010] (“The anger over plans for water cuts along the Murray-Darling Basin underlines how the issues of water, climate change and the environment play out in county and city”)
Increased shipping likely to accelerate climate change as Arctic warms: http://news.oneindia.in/2010/10/26/increasedshipping-likely-to-accelerate-climate-change-asar.html [oneindia - October 26, 2010] (short-lived black carbon (soot) will increase temps, melting more Arctic ice and accelerating SLR)
Israel and Palestine declare war…against climate change: http://www.greenprophet.com/2010/10/israel-and-palestine-declare-war-against-climate-change/ [Green Prophet – October 26, 2010] (a uniting issue?!)
Ocean climate center unveiled at NOAA’s Gulf of the Farallones National Marine Sanctuary in California: http://www.noaanews.noaa.gov/stories2010/20101026_oceanclimatecenter.html [NOAA - October 26, 2010]
Eggshells could help combat climate change, says Indian scientists: http://sify.com/news/eggshells-could-help-combat-climate-change-say-indian-scientists-news-international-kk1mufccceh.html [Sify - October 27, 2010] (eggshell membrane can absorb 7X its own weight in CO2)
Mountain vegetation impacted by climate change: http://www.usgs.gov/newsroom/article.asp?ID=2619 [USGS newsroom - October 25, 2010] (low elevation ecosystems more stressed than higher elevations)

Dramatic climate change is unpredictable: http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2010/08/100830094922.htm [Science News - October 29, 2010] (“The Earth has not had such a high CO2 content in the atmosphere since more than 15 million years ago…” – Uh oh)
Climate: Stop global warming with a new computer game: http://ecocentric.blogs.time.com/2010/11/01/climate-stop-global-warming-with-a-new-computer-game/ [Time – November 1, 2010]
Geoengineering faces ban: http://www.nature.com/news/2010/101102/full/468013a.html [Nature News - November 2, 2010]
Expanding croplands chipping away at world’s carbon stocks: http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2010/11/101101151722.htm [ScienceDaily  - November2, 2010]
Current global warming may reverse circulation in Atlantic Ocean, as it did 20,000 years ago: http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2010/11/101103141541.htm [ScienceDaily - November 4, 2010]
Creating ‘living’ buildings: http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2010/11/101105085428.htm [ScienceDaily - November 5, 2010]
Reports
Climate Risks and Adaptation in Asian Coastal Megacities: http://www-wds.worldbank.org/external/default/WDSContentServer/WDSP/IB/2010/10/20/000333038_20101020234456/Rendered/PDF/571100WP0REPLA1egacities01019110web.pdf [The World Bank - September 2010] (Bangkok, Manilla, and Ho Chi Minh City are three ‘megacities’ that will experience very expensive climate change impacts)
Arctic Report Card 2010: http://www.arctic.noaa.gov/reportcard/ArcticReportCard_full_report.pdf [NOAA - October 2010]
Drought under Global Warming: A Review: http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/wcc.81/full [Wiley Interdisciplinary Reviews - October 19, 2010]
Evolution Lost: Global Wildlife Stocktake: http://www.zsl.org/conservation/news/evolution-lost,759,NS.html [Zoological Society of London - October 27, 2010] (“the most comprehensive stocktake of the world’s vertebrates” presents a daunting picture)

California’s National Parks in Peril: http://www.rockymountainclimate.org/images/ReleaseReportCaliforniaParks.pdf (News Release); http://www.rockymountainclimate.org/programs_11.htm (Report) [Rocky Mountain Climate Organization – October 26, 2010]
The Economics of Population Control for Carbon Emissions Reductions in Developing Countries – Working Paper 229: http://www.cgdev.org/content/publications/detail/1424557 [The Center for Global Development – November 2, 2010] (female education and family planning were found to becost-competitive with forest conservation and other improvements in forestry and agricultural practices in promoting sustainability and resilience to climate change)
CLOG (Climate Change Blog)
Bryan Walsh on “Climate: Why bipartisanship on energy won’t be easy – and why it’s necessary”: http://ecocentric.blogs.time.com/2010/10/21/climate-why-bipartisanship-on-energy-wont-be-easy%E2%80%94and-why-its-necessary/ [Time ‘Ecocentric’ blog – October 21, 2010] 
John Broder on “A Cultural Barrier to Action on Climate Change”: http://green.blogs.nytimes.com/2010/10/27/a-cultural-barrier-to-action-on-climate-change/ [New York Times ‘Green’ blog– October 27, 2010]
Andrew Revkin on “Global Warming and the ‘Tyranny of Boredom’: http://dotearth.blogs.nytimes.com/2010/10/27/global-warming-and-the-tyranny-of-boredom/?partner=rss&emc=rss [New York Times – October 27, 2010]
Felicity Barringer on “Rising Seas and the Groundwater Equation”: http://green.blogs.nytimes.com/2010/11/02/rising-seas-and-the-groundwater-equation/ [New York Times – November 2, 2010]
Published Literature
A map of global groundwater depletion: http://www.agu.org/cgi-bin/highlights/highlights.cgi?action=show&doi=10.1029/2010GL044571&jc=gl [Geophysical Research Letters – October 26, 2010]
Other Items of Interest
Skeptic rebuttal one-liners: http://www.skepticalscience.com/oneliners.php [Skeptical Science (blog) -2010] (we all should know these by heart!)
Passive solar glass roofing tiles: http://cleantechnica.com/2010/10/25/solar-glass-roof-tiles/ [Clean Technica – October 25, 2010]
Little change in opinions about global warming – Increasing partisan divide on energy policies: http://people-press.org/report/669/ [Pew Research Center for the People and the Press – October 27, 2010]
“Peel ‘n stick” solar panels: http://cleantechnica.com/2010/10/27/peel-n-stick-solar-panels/ [Clean technical – October 27, 2010]
Stream bank biodiversity serves farmers and ranchers: http://www.news.ucdavis.edu/search/news_detail.lasso?id=9619 [UC Davis – October 12, 2010]
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*************************************************************************************
The Climate News Digest is an internal DWR staff publication. It can be viewed and downloaded from the DWR internal climate change website http://dwrclimatechange.water.ca.gov/index.html. Questions or comments should be directed to Michelle Selmon, Staff ES/Climate Change Specialist at mselmon@water.ca.gov. 
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Owing to vast cultural differences Professor Frosty's
calculations for a final and convincing solution to the
problem of global warming was unfortunately
misinterpreted as just a box of seal guts.





