DWR Climate News Digest – November 7 –December 3, 2010
The information provided herein is a selected compilation of recent popular news articles, published reports, legislation, DWR project updates, and other items of interest related to climate change. This document is intended for distribution to DWR staff members only. The information provided is not intended to state or imply any formal position of DWR. The articles listed below under “Climate News (intended for the DWR public webpage)” are accessible to members of the public at: http://www.water.ca.gov/climatechange/news.cfm.
“It pays to keep an open mind, but not so open your brain falls out.” Carl Sagan
Climate News (will be posted on the DWR public webpage) 
Scientists scramble to bridge the uncertainty gap in climate science: http://www.nytimes.com/gwire/2010/11/09/09greenwire-scientists-scramble-to-bridge-the-uncertainty-65524.html [New York Times - November 9, 2010]
As glaciers melt, science seeks data on rising seas: http://www.nytimes.com/2010/11/14/science/earth/14ice.html?_r=2&pagewanted=1&nl=todaysheadlines&emc=a22 [New York Times – November 13, 2010]
Earth’s lower atmosphere is warming, review of four decades of scientific literature concludes: http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2010/11/101116080321.htm [ScienceDaily - November 16, 2010] (results confirm theoretical expectations and climate models)
Climate rapid response communications team gears up: http://www.scienceprogress.org/2010/11/climate-rapid-response/ [Science Progress – November 16, 2010]
Task force wants Jerry Brown to create climate change panel: http://www.latimes.com/news/local/la-me-climate-california-20101122,0,4205899.story [LA Times – November 22, 2010]
Global carbon dioxide emissions may reach record levels in 2010: http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2010/11/101121160229.htm [ScienceDaily - November 22, 2010]
Cloud study predicts more global warming: http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2010/11/101122172010.htm [ScienceDaily - November 23, 2010] (if the model is accurate, cloud cover will decrease as the globe warms, increasing the projected impacts beyond the highest current warming predictions)
NASA study finds Earth’s lakes are warming: http://www.nasa.gov/topics/earth/features/earthb20101123.html [NASA - November 23, 2010] (small changes in water temperature can dramatically effect lake ecosystems)
La Nina may reduce California water allocations: http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?f=/c/a/2010/11/22/BAP21GFSFK.DTL#ixzz167hYRECW [SF Gate – November 23, 2010]
China hits efficiency and pollution targets: http://www.businessgreen.com/bg/news/1900210/china-hits-efficiency-pollution-targets [BusinessGreen - November 24, 2010] (use of the ‘iron fist’ is apparently very effective)
Rapid thaw of permafrost concerns climate experts: http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?f=/c/a/2010/11/28/MNAN1GCV8F.DTL [SFGate - November 28, 2010]
Worst case scenario: Can we adapt to a world 2 to 4 degrees warmer?: http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2010/11/101129141119.htm [ScienceDaily - November 30, 2010]
EPA launches sustainability reform effort: http://www.scientificamerican.com/article.cfm?id=epa-launches-sustainability-reform-effort&WT.mc_id=SA_CAT_ENGYSUS_20101202 [Scientific American – December 1, 2010] (this new policy direction will lead to development of a “Green Book” to ensure all EPA policies are driven by sustainability)
Global experts: Warming could double food prices: http://www.google.com/hostednews/ap/article/ALeqM5iNsZ7FvZjZJbGsxX-QKJH-B-LCIw?docId=251ad989fbae41dcba6f84d5e92aee87 [Associated Press – December 1, 2010]
Rapid sea-level rise threatens many coastal wetlands: http://www.scientificamerican.com/article.cfm?id=rapid-sea-level-rise-threatens&WT.mc_id=SA_DD_20101203 [Scientific American – December 2, 2010]
Ocean acidification may threaten good security: http://www.reuters.com/article/idUSTRE6B16MD20101202 [Reuters - December 2, 2010]
Rain gardens are sprouting up everywhere: http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2010/12/101201151908.htm [ScienceDaily - December 2, 2010] (poultry litter biochar serves as a pollution magnet in rain gardens)
Climate: 2010 on track as 1 of 3 hottest on record: http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?f=/c/a/2010/12/03/MN721GL0GS.DTL&type=printable [SFGate – December 3, 2010]
Food Security, Farming, and Climate Change to 2010 – Scenarios, Results, Policy Options: http://www.ifpri.org/sites/default/files/publications/climatemonograph_advance.pdf [International Food Policy Research Institute – December 2010]
Other Climate News (will NOT be posted on the DWR public webpage)
New exhibit helps celebrity scientist teach climate change: http://oaklandnorth.net/2010/11/08/new-exhibit-helps-celebrity-scientist-teach-climate-change/ [Oakland North – November 8, 2010] (Bill Nye the Science Guy ROCKS!!)
EPA issues guidelines for cutting greenhouse gases: http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?f=/n/a/2010/11/10/national/a135434S59.DTL [SFGate - November 10, 2010] (will be relevant for new air pollution permits for power plants, cement factories and other big pollution sources as defined by the Clean Air Act)
Extreme global warming in the ancient past: http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2010/11/101110101313.htm [ScienceDaily - November 11, 2010] 
Rapid warming boosted ancient rainforest: http://www.scientificamerican.com/article.cfm?id=rapid-warming-boosted-ancient&WT.mc_id=DD_20101112 [Scientific American – November 11, 2010]
Study finds three Northwest glaciers shrinking faster: http://www.mercedsunstar.com/2009/08/06/1655696/study-finds-3-northwest-glaciers.html [Merced Sun-Star - November 16, 2010]
Tahoe analysis adds ‘when’ and ‘how much’ to climate change forecasts: http://www.physorg.com/news/2010-11-tahoe-analysis-climate-change.html [physorg - November 16, 2010]
Must-read letter to Science: Time to take action on climate communication: http://climateprogress.org/2010/11/18/science-letter-time-to-take-action-on-climate-communication/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+climateprogress%2FlCrX+%28Climate+Progress%29 [Climate Progress – November 18, 2010]
Experts claim 2006 climate report plagiarized: http://www.usatoday.com/weather/climate/globalwarming/2010-11-21-climate-report-questioned_N.htm [USA Today - November 22, 2010] (this refers to the so-called “Wegman report that questioned the validity of global warming research and is a favorite of climate change skeptics)
Climate talks echo 50-year Bretton Woods process: http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?f=/g/a/2010/11/22/bloomberg1376-LC57806JTSE901-5861VJ2RP8C7KJ4TG3UJ21573K.DTL [SFGate - November 22, 2010] (referring to the historic effort to write treaties that curbed nuclear warheads and settled trade disputes between nations)
Carbon math doesn’t compute when scientists check gases in air: http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?f=/g/a/2010/11/23/bloomberg1376-LCAHEE0YHQ0X01-5I6R8OBIA4K5FJVEUKBRIU9DBA.DTL [SFGate - November 23, 2010] (we may be greatly underestimating our GHG emissions with our ‘bottom-up’ calculations)
Mexico to UN climate talks: Look beyond borders: http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?f=/n/a/2010/11/28/international/i230104S07.DTL&type=printable [SFGate – November 29, 2010]
Soil microbes define dangerous rates of climate change: http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2010/11/101129111746.htm [ScienceDaily - November 30, 2010] (the ‘compost bomb instability’ is a rate-dependent, rather than level-dependent climate tipping point)
Republicans eliminate climate change panel: http://www.cbsnews.com/8301-503544_162-20024399-503544.html [CBS News - December 2, 2010]
Reports
Progress Report of the Interagency Climate Change Adaptation Task Force: Recommended Actions in Support of a National Climate Change Adaptation Strategy: http://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/microsites/ceq/Interagency-Climate-Change-Adaptation-Progress-Report.pdf [White House Council on Environmental Quality – October 5, 2010]
Climate Change Adaptation: What Federal Agencies are Doing: http://www.pewclimate.org/docUploads/Federal-Government-Leadership-Adaptation-Nov-2010.pdf [PEW Center on Global Climate Change - November 2010]
World Energy Outlook: http://www.worldenergyoutlook.org/index.asp [International Energy Agency - November 9, 2010] (updated projections of energy demand, production, trade and investment; includes for the first time a new scenario that anticipates future actions by governments to meet the commitments they have made to tackle climate change and growing energy insecurity)
Preparing for the Effects of Climate Change – A Strategy for California: http://www.pacificcouncil.org/document.doc?id=183 [Pacific Council on International Policy – November 22, 2010]
The Emissions Gap Report – Are the Copenhagen Accord pledges sufficient to limit global warming to 2 degrees C or 1.5 degrees C? A preliminary assessment: http://www.unep.org/publications/ebooks/emissionsgapreport/pdfs/The_EMISSIONS_GAP_REPORT.pdf [United National Environmental Programme – November 2010]
Environmental Consequences of Ocean Acidification: A Threat to Food Security: http://www.unep.org/dewa/pdf/Environmental_Consequences_of_Ocean_Acidification.pdf [United Nations Environmental Programme – December 2010]
A Fresh Look at the Green Economy – Jobs that Build Resilience to Climate Change: http://www.oxfamamerica.org/files/a-fresh-look-at-the-green-economy.pdf [Oxfam America - November 17, 2010]
Published Literature
Theme Issue of the Philosophical Transactions of the Royal Society - ‘Four degrees and beyond: the potential for a global temperature increase of four degrees and its implications’: http://rsta.royalsocietypublishing.org/content/369/1934.toc [to be published January 2011]
Other Items of Interest
Weirdest green technology innovations: http://www.newsweek.com/photo/2010/11/08/weirdest-green-technology-innovations.html [Newsweek - November 8, 2010]
DWR Notes from Winter Outlook Workshop: http://www.water.ca.gov/news/newsreleases/2010/112310winter.pdf
Poison Nil: Mono Lake bacterium exhibits exotic arsenic-driven biological activity: http://www.scientificamerican.com/article.cfm?id=arsenic-life [Scientific American - December 2, 2010] (This is reminiscent of the (original) Star Trek episode with the silicon-based life form! – “The Devil in the Dark”)
[Website]- The Center for Climate Strategies: http://www.climatestrategies.us/policy_tracker/policy/compare/state1:5/state2:31 (CCS fosters integrative policy solutions to serve as a catalyst for climate policy development and integration at the state and federal levels; see the “State and Local Climate Blackboard” to view and compare climate actions and policies for all 50 states)
CLOG (Climate Change Blog)
Simon Lewis on “How to Beat the Media in the Climate Street Fight”: http://www.nature.com/news/2010/101103/full/468007a.html [Nature News - November 3, 2010]
Tina Rosenberg on “Clean Water at No Cost? Just Add Carbon Credits”: http://opinionator.blogs.nytimes.com/2010/11/15/clean-water-at-no-cost-just-add-carbon-credits/?hp [New York Times – November 15, 2010]
Joe Romm on “A Stunning Year in Climate Science Reveals that Human Civilization is on the Precipice”: http://climateprogress.org/2010/11/15/year-in-climate-science-climategate/ [Climate Progress - November 15, 2010]
Justin Gillis on “Roman Decadence and Rising Seas”: http://green.blogs.nytimes.com/2010/11/15/roman-decadence-and-rising-seas/?hp [New York Times – November 15, 2010]
Sherwood Boehlert (former GOP chair of House Science Committee) on “Science the GOP Cant’ Wish Away”: (http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2010/11/18/AR2010111805451.html [Washington Post - November 19, 2010]
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*************************************************************************************
The Climate News Digest is an internal DWR staff publication. It can be viewed and downloaded from the DWR internal climate change website http://dwrclimatechange.water.ca.gov/index.html. Please email questions, comments, or listserv subscription requests to: climate-change-compendium@water.ca.gov.
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Positive proof of global warming.

Ly

" A8th | o J Ko ‘
Century 1900~ 1950 1970, 19801990
1411 | 1 1 { gy , LA A f




