[Comments were submitted as email content.]

Stacy, on behalf of the Lower Sacramento/Delta North Regional Flood Management Team, we are
pleased to submit the following comments on the Draft Central Valley Flood System Conservation
Strategy.

e The Draft Conservation Strategy does a good job of documenting the status of the ecosystem
and actions that has led to its degradation over time. The measurable objectives are
reasonable. The identification of “Additional Need” (habitat creation) and “Potential
Opportunity” is helpful to allow for public and agency engagement to decide how much habitat
creation is supportable by the land use and flood control agencies as well as the agricultural
community. However the “Objective Amount” of habitat is not appropriate to include in the
final document. The primary concern is the regions have not been consulted on these habitat
creation goals and there will need to be a land use and flood control agency engagement
process to reach consensus on these goals before they can be established.

The habitat creation objectives should be a vision for the total habitat that is practicable in a
region. These objectives should be based on a cumulative understanding of the other large
scale efforts to create habitat either through mitigation or restoration. Assurances from the
State and Federal resource agencies will need to be provided to ensure that these habitat
creation goals include the mitigation for projects identified in the Basinwide Feasibility Study as
well as mitigation for the ongoing operation and maintenance of the flood control system. This
could also be addressed through State and Federal legislation.

It’s unfortunate that the habitat creation goals were not developed through a collaborative
engagement process with the regions. We encourage you to revise the final report, without the
“Objective Amount” of habitat creation, and establish a process to engage with the regions to
create habitat goals that are supportable by the community.

e On a specific item, the Draft Conservation Strategy identifies an Inundated Floodplain metric
(Table 5-1, page 5-4) as the total amount (acres) of 50-percent flows with a 14-day or longer
duration during December-May. The reference to the December-May time period for Inundated
Floodplains is referenced in 10 other locations in the document. However, in the summary of
objectives for maximizing the contribution to targeted species recovery for the Lower
Sacramento River Conservation Planning Area (Table 5-10, page 5-31), the Inundated Floodplain
objective is defined as: Sustaining inundation for 14 days or longer between late November and
late April to benefit anadromous fish.

The largest numbers of juvenile salmon (regardless of run) enter the Yolo Bypass in December
through February, with numbers dropping through March, depending on the interactions among
flow and salmon numbers. The benefits to juvenile salmon associated with inundating
floodplains in March through May are substantially reduced when compared to the December
through February time period due to the relatively low number of juveniles in the Sacramento
River during these months and the higher water temperatures within the floodplain areas. Also,
the floodplain inundation impacts on the agricultural economy are greatest in March through
May when farmers are preparing fields for planting. We recommend that the references to the
Inundated Floodplain metric delete reference to flooding in the March through May time



period. Further, we recommend that scientific justification for the timing identified in the
inundated floodplain metric be included in the Conservation Strategy.

e The Draft Conservation Strategy should also highlight strategies for ensuring consistency with
the Solano Multispecies Habitat Conservation Plan (HCP) and the Yolo HCP/Natural Community
Conservation Plan. Local agencies have expended substantial effort conducting local habitat
restoration planning and implementation that needs to be closely coordinated with the
continued development of the Conservation Strategy.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments on the Draft Conservation Strategy and to continue
to engage with the Department on these important resource issues. If you have any questions, please
don’t hesitate to contact me directly.

Sincerely,

Doug Brown
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