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YUBA-SUTTER 
FARM BUREAU 
S e r v i n g  a g r i c u l t u r e  s i n c e  1 9 1 9  
 

 
September 14, 2015 

 
Stacy Cepello 
info-fessro@water.ca.gov 
FESSRO 
Floodway Ecosystem Sustainability Branch 
P. O. Box 942836  
Sacramento, CA 94236-0001 
 
RE: Yuba-Sutter Farm Bureau comments on the Draft Central Valley Flood System Conservation Strategy 
 
Dear Mr. Cepello, 
 
The Yuba-Sutter Farm Bureau (YSFB) is a non-governmental, non-profit, voluntary membership California Corporation 
whose purpose is to protect and promote agricultural interests throughout Yuba and Sutter counties and to find 
solutions to problems of the farm, the farm home and the rural community. YSFB represents more than 1,200 
agricultural, associate and collegiate members in Yuba and Sutter counties. 
 
YSFB offers these formal comments on the Draft Central Valley Flood System Conservation Strategy (Strategy). We thank 
you for the opportunity to comment on this draft. 
 
GENERAL COMMENTS 
Primary Purpose of the Central Valley Flood Protection Plan and the Draft Central Valley Flood System Conservation 
Strategy 
As stated in the Introduction (1.0), the Central Valley Flood System Conservation Strategy (Strategy) is intended to be an 
integral part for the Central Valley Flood Protection Plan (CVFPP). The primary goal of the CVFPP is to seek 
improvements to flood risk management. The Strategy focuses on the integration and improvement of ecosystem 
functions with flood risk reduction projects where feasible, and describes the basis for recommending various 
conservation actions.  
 
Additional Habitat Acreage 
The means of attaining the integration and improvement of ecosystem functions, as described in the Strategy, Appendix 
L, includes large acreage targets for the various habitat types that, in some cases, significantly exceed the acreages 
identified in the 2012 CVFPP.   
 
Habitat acreages identified in the Strategy increased the 10,000 acres of habitat originally identified in the 2012 CVFPP 
roughly three-fold. Specifically, the CVFPP’s proposed 10,000 acres in the Sacramento Valley have doubled to 20,000 
acres. Additionally, the Strategy proposes 9,000 acres of new habitat enhancements along the San Joaquin River.  
 
Total acreages for setbacks and proposed habitat areas, combined, increases the overall footprint to some 35,000 acres 
in the Sacramento Valley and some 15,000 acres along the San Joaquin River, including some 5,000 acres of 
proposed “wildlife-friendly agriculture” on either side.  
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DWR has stressed that acreages in the Strategy are targets only. Even so, the acreages in the Strategy are linked to 
conservation goals and, once finalized, would be considered for integration into DWR’s 2017 Update of the 
CVFPP. Taking this into account, it is at least valid to note that the current targets represent some very large areas of 
land.   
 
YSFB opposes the increase in habitat acreage on multiple levels. It is our goal to preserve, protect and respect 
agriculture in rural communities, and to avoid, minimize and mitigate any negative agricultural impacts. To expand 
habitat acreages would require the acquisition of additional agricultural lands through setbacks and expansion of the 
Sutter Bypass, and is in conflict with our goal stated above. To expand the habitat capacity within our current flood 
conveyance systems and increase the potential to negatively impact flood flows is in direct conflict with the primary goal 
of the CVFPP. YSFB still requests that recognizing the current value of wildlife friendly agriculture occurring within and 
adjacent to the flood conveyance systems must be accounted for and recognized prior to adding additional habitat 
acreage. 
 
Current Management of the Sutter Bypass 
YSFB has concerns about the current effectiveness of vegetation management within the Sutter Bypass. Adding 
additional habitat acreage by expansion of the Sutter Bypass has the potential to exacerbate the vegetative loads which 
adversely impact flood flows. It would be beneficial to have a clearer understanding of how DWR plans to manage 
existing properties and how such management will be paid for. The Sutter Bypass was built for flood protection and it 
should remain as such.  Additionally, it is our understanding that maintenance costs are not included in the state’s 
budget.  
 
SPECIFIC COMMENTS 
California Farm Bureau Federation is submitting detailed and specific comments on the Strategy, related to impacts to 
agriculture. YSFB supports the specific comments outlined in their comment letter. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide these comments on the Draft Central Valley Flood System Conservation 
Strategy.  The Yuba-Sutter Farm Bureau looks forward to continuing the conversation with the Department of Water 
Resources, the Central Valley Flood Protection Board and partner agencies. 
 
 

 
 
Jon Munger 
President 
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