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Summary of Substantial Changes Made to  
the 2016 Draft Central Valley Flood Protection Plan  

Conservation Strategy Appendices 
 
This summary identifies the most substantial changes made to the appendices of the Conservation 
Strategy since publication of the public draft Conservation Strategy on July 14, 2015. Minor revisions, 
such as those related to fixing typographical errors, keeping references current, and increasing the 
clarity and readability of text and figures, are not identified below. 
 
Appendix A, “Regulatory Setting” 

No changes were made to Appendix A. 

Appendix B, “Advance Mitigation” 

The following change was made to Appendix B: 

 In Table 1, “Advance Mitigation Projects Funded/Under Contract Since 2013,” the total cost 

shown for the four projects was revised. 

Appendix C, “Description of Construction Activities for Structural Modifications” 

The following change was made to Appendix C: 

 The text describing the length of time required to install revetment was revised. 

Appendix D, “Vegetation Management Strategy” 

No changes were made to Appendix D. 

Appendix E, “Invasive Plant Management Plan” 

The following changes were made to Appendix E: 

 Objective 2.3 was revised to indicate that acreage targets may need to be revised over time and 

that meeting the acreage target every five years does not necessarily mean that invasive plants 

would be reduced by the amount of area treated. 

 Text was added that identifies biological control agents that have been developed for giant reed 

control. 

 Text was added to Section 7.2.1, “Federal Grant Programs and Initiatives,” describing programs 

administered by the Natural Resources Conservation Service that could assist with managing 

invasive plants. 

Appendix F, “Existing Conditions” 

The following changes were made to Appendix F: 

 Text was revised so that it no longer states that tricolored blackbird colonies are possibly 

extirpated from the lower reach of the Yuba River. 

 Text was revised to state that the California black rail has been documented in the Foothill 

Landscape Unit portion of the Feather River Conservation Planning Area (CPA). 
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 Text was revised to state that the western yellow-billed cuckoo has been documented in the 

Yolo Bypass. 

Appendix G, “Identification of Target Species and Focused Conservation Plans” 

The following changes were made to Appendix G: 

 In Table 2-1, “Screening of Animal Species Potentially Affected by CVFPP (including the 

Conservation Strategy) for Target Species and Focused Conservation Planning,” for Chinook 

salmon—Central Valley fall-/late-fall-run evolutionarily significant unit, under “Target Species 

Chosen for Focused Conservation Planning,” “No” was changed to “Yes.” 

 In Table 2-1, the federal status of the western yellow-billed cuckoo was changed from candidate 

to threatened, and the state status of the Townsend’s big-eared bat was changed to include 

candidate. 

 In the conservation plan for the valley elderberry longhorn beetle, text on the status of the U.S. 

Fish and Wildlife Service’s proposal to remove the species from the federal list of endangered 

and threatened species was updated. 

 In the conservation plan for the California Central Valley steelhead, text regarding the National 

Marine Fisheries Service’s (NMFS’s) Recovery Plan for the Evolutionarily Significant Units of 

Sacramento River Winter-Run Chinook Salmon and Central Valley Spring-Run Chinook Salmon 

and the Distinct Population Segment of California Central Valley Steelhead was updated, the 

percent of the historically independent populations of steelhead that are blocked by large dams 

was revised, text regarding recovery was added to the “Recovery Plan Alignment” section, and 

Table 2 was edited. 

 In the conservation plan for the Central Valley spring-run Chinook salmon, text regarding 

NMFS’s Recovery Plan for the Evolutionarily Significant Units of Sacramento River Winter-Run 

Chinook Salmon and Central Valley Spring-Run Chinook Salmon and the Distinct Population 

Segment of California Central Valley Steelhead was updated, text regarding recovery was added 

to the “Recovery Plan Alignment” section, and Table 2 was edited. 

 In the conservation plan for the Sacramento River winter-run Chinook salmon, text regarding 

NMFS’s Recovery Plan for the Evolutionarily Significant Units of Sacramento River Winter-Run 

Chinook Salmon and Central Valley Spring-Run Chinook Salmon and the Distinct Population 

Segment of California Central Valley Steelhead was updated, text regarding recovery was added 

to the “Recovery Plan Alignment” section, and Table 2 was edited. 

 In the conservation plan for the bank swallow, in the third paragraph under “Ongoing and 

Future Impacts,” the description of impacts on bank swallow habitat was edited. 

 In the conservation plan for the western yellow-billed cuckoo, the listing status for the species 

was updated. 

 In the discussion of restoration of riparian, shaded riverine aquatic (SRA) cover, and marsh 

habitats for the western yellow-billed cuckoo, habitat acreage numbers were revised. 

 In Table 2 in the conservation plan for the western yellow-billed cuckoo, habitat acreage 

numbers for riparian, SRA cover, and marsh habitat restoration were revised, and “to the extent 

feasible” was added following “Provide habitat and promote connectivity using the following 

guidelines for habitat patch quality.” 
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 In the conservation plan for the riparian brush rabbit, “to the extent feasible” was added 

following “It is critical that construction of new levees and levee improvements affecting these 

areas be avoided.” In Table 2 of the plan, “to the extent feasible” was added following “Provide 

habitat that abuts Caswell SP, the San Joaquin River NWR, Paradise Cut, or the Lathrop area, or 

that is of sufficient size to support a reintroduced population of brush rabbits” and following 

“Restore habitat connectivity among riparian areas in Caswell SP, the San Joaquin River NWR, 

and the South Delta.” 

 In Table 3 in the conservation plan for the riparian (San Joaquin Valley) woodrat, “to the extent 

feasible” was added following “Restore connectivity among occupied riparian areas within and 

between Caswell SP and the San Joaquin River NWR.” 

Appendix H, “Central Valley Chinook Salmon Rearing Habitat Required to Satisfy the Anadromous Fish 

Restoration Program Doubling Goal” 

The following changes were made to Appendix H: 

 In Section 3.3, “Results,” acreage numbers were revised. 

 Suitable rearing habitat acreage numbers in Tables 3-2, 3-3, 3-4, and 3-5 were revised.   

 Text in Section 4.1, “General Approach,” was revised to clarify text regarding future hydrology. 

 In Section 4.3, “Results,” acreage numbers were revised. 

 Suitable rearing habitat acreage numbers in Tables 4-3, 4-4, 4-5, and 4-6 were revised.   

 Suitable rearing habitat acreage numbers in Table 6-1 were revised. 

Appendix I, “Floodplain Restoration Opportunity Analysis” 

The following changes were made to Appendix I: 

 Text was added to Section 2.0, “Background,” to explain the geographic scope of the analysis. 

 The list of potential ecosystem benefits from setback levee actions in Section 2.0, “Background,” 

was expanded. 

Appendix J, “Existing Conservation Objectives from Other Plans” 

The following changes were made to Appendix J: 

 Table 1-1 was revised. 

 The description of the Ecosystem Restoration Program (Section 2.1.7) was revised. 

 The text on the Bay-Delta Conservation Plan in Section 2.2.1 was replaced with text on California 

EcoRestore. 

 Acreage numbers in Section 2.2.4, “Butte Regional Conservation Plan,” were revised. 

 In Section 2.2.5, “Yuba-Sutter Regional Conservation Plan,” the number of species identified as 

being proposed for coverage under the plan was reduced. 

 In Section 2.2.6, “Yolo Habitat Conservation Plan/Natural Community Conservation Plan,” the 

number of species identified as being covered under the plan was reduced, and the amount of 

acreage that will be restored was revised. 

 Section 2.3.1, “Draft Recovery Plan for the Giant Garter Snake,” was revised to reflect revisions 

to the recovery plan. 
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 Text in Section 2.3.3, “Valley Elderberry Longhorn Beetle Recovery Plan,” regarding the proposal 

to delist the species was updated. 

Appendix K, “Synthesis of Fish Migration Improvement Opportunities in the Central Valley Flood 

System” 

No changes were made to Appendix K. 

Appendix L, “Measurable Objectives Development: Summary of Conservation Needs and Scale of 

Restoration Opportunities” 

The following changes were made to Appendix L: 

 The “Overview” section was revised, partly to include a description of the Technical Advisory 

Workgroup. 

 Text regarding the description and methodology of measurable objectives was added. 

 The description of how conservation opportunities were estimated was revised. 

 The description of the revetment analysis was revised. 

 Text regarding measurable objectives for levee relocation/revetment removal was removed. 

 The estimated amount of recommended anadromous fish rearing habitat acreage was revised. 

 For the Upper Sacramento River CPA, the number of miles of required riparian-lined bank, 

number of required additional acres of river meander potential, number of required additional 

acres of floodplain inundation, and recurrence interval of a flood that would inundate the area 

for at least 14 days during December–May were revised. 

 For the Feather River CPA, the number of miles of required riparian-lined bank, number of 

required additional acres of floodplain inundation, and recurrence interval of a flood that would 

inundate the area for at least 14 days during December–May were revised. 

 For the Lower Sacramento River CPA, the number of miles of required riparian-lined bank, 

number of miles of required natural bank, number of required additional acres of river meander 

potential, and recurrence interval of a flood that would inundate the area for at least 14 days 

during December–May were revised. 

 For the Upper San Joaquin River CPA, the number of miles of required riparian-lined bank, 

number of miles of required natural bank, number of required additional acres of floodplain 

inundation, and recurrence interval of a flood that would inundate the area for at least 14 days 

during December–May were revised. 

 For the Lower San Joaquin River CPA, the number of miles of required riparian-lined bank, 

number of miles of required natural bank and the text describing the methodology used to 

estimate conservation need (natural bank), number of required additional acres of river 

meander potential, and recurrence interval of a flood that would inundate the area for at least 

14 days during December–May were revised. 

 Numbers (acreages and miles) in Tables L3-1 through L3-5 were revised. 


