Emergency Action Planning

Because of California’s seasonal and climatic conditions, water storage is critical.  Dams help reserve the water necessary for agriculture, hydroelectric power, recreational activities, environmental protection, and a stable drinking water supply.  They are also critical tools in flood control.  Along with their many benefits, dams present formidable consequences if not properly designed, built, and maintained.

All dam owners in California must be prepared for the inevitability of earthquakes and flooding.  However, even without large-scale natural disasters, there are numerous causes of failure that can occur under less extreme conditions.  A brochure regarding California’s Dam Safety Program can be downloaded HERE.
DSOD encourages all dam owners to consider the appropriate level of emergency planning warranted for their respective dam in order to guide the response during serious dam incidents.  Although we do not review or oversee the preparation of emergency procedures intended for local or regional needs, we recommend that an Emergency Action Plan (EAP) be developed for dams which, in the event of failure or uncontrolled release, could endanger downstream life or property.  Once developed, the EAP should be regularly updated and exercised.

The following links contain information from the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) and the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) to give guidance on emergency action planning and dam safety.
· Federal Guidelines for Dam Safety:  Emergency Action Planning for Dam Owners, FEMA, April 2004 (http://www.fema.gov/library/file?type=publishedFile&file=fema-64.pdf&fileid=e57c1790-1e55-11db-b486-000bdba87d5b)
· What to do Before a Dam Failure (http://www.fema.gov/hazard/damfailure/df_before.shtm)
· What to do During a Dam Failure or Flood (http://www.fema.gov/hazard/flood/fl_during.shtm)
· What to do After a Dam Failure or Flood (http://www.fema.gov/hazard/flood/fl_after.shtm)
· NRCS Sample EAP (http://policy.nrcs.usda.gov/OpenNonWebContent.aspx?content=17888.wba)
· NRCS Instructions and Helpful Hints for Preparation of Emergency Action Plans (http://directives.sc.egov.usda.gov/OpenNonWebContent.aspx?content=17889.wba)

