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For more information about the Delta visit:  www.water.ca.gov/deltainit/
We welcome your comments and suggestions. Contact us at delta@water.ca.gov

Thursday
June 4, 2009

This electronic newsletter is designed to keep you current on issues affecting the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta. 

DWR will complete a series of regional forums to gather and share information about 
the Central Valley Flood Management Planning Program this week and next. The Delta 
meeting will be held Monday, June 8, at the Ryde Hotel in Walnut Grove. Additional 
meetings will be held in Modesto, Los Banos and West Sacramento on June 4, 9 and 
10, respectively.  Afternoon meetings are repeated in the evening. You can find more 
information here.

DWR FloodSAFE holds 
regional forums about 

flood managment

The US Bureau of Reclamation yesterday announced the release of an Environmen-
tal Assessment, Proposed Finding of No Significant Impact, Initial Study, and Draft 
Mitigated Negative Declaration (EA/FONSI/IS/MND) for the San Joaquin River Resto-
ration Programs. The EA/FONSI/IS/MND is a joint document that describes the direct, 
indirect, and cumulative effects of the WY 2010 Interim Flows Project (Proposed Ac-
tion) and the No-Action Alternative on the environment. Reclamation's Proposed Action 
is to temporarily change Friant Dam operations in WY 2010 (October 1, 2009, through 
September 30, 2010). The document is available here.

San Joaquin River 
restoration document 

issued by Reclamation

Levees in the Stockton, Pocket and West Sacramento areas 
are urban levees that must meet the design criteria established 
in the Third Draft Interim Levee Design Criteria for Urban and 
Urbanizing Area State-Federal Project Levees. Per SB 5, 
urban/urbanizing areas in the Sacramento and San Joaquin 
Valleys (excluding Tulare Lake Basin) must achieve, or make 
adequate progress toward achieving, 200-year protection by 
2015 to continue approving development in the floodplain. Read the proposed design 
criteria here.

Levee design criteria 
updated for urban 

and urbanizing areas

The Climate Action Team, a multi-agency group lead by CalEPA, will 
present a panel on “Water and Climate Change” on June 9 at CalEPA 
headquarters in Sacramento.  The panel will include Fran Spivy-
Weber (SWRCB), Karen Schwinn (USEPA), and Mark Cowin (DWR). 
CAT was established to implement global warming emission reduction 
programs to meet statewide greenhouse gas targets. The agenda is 
available here.

 

Climate Action Team 
meets June 9

 in Sacramento

NMFS issues new 
Biological Opinion 

on Salmon

NOAA Fisheries today issued a new Biological Opinion on salmon and other fish that 
provides a set of protections for those fish species and a set of operating requirements 
for the state and federal water projects. NMFS estimates the requirements could de-
crease Delta pumping by 5 to 7 percent in addition to the current restrictions resulting 
from the Biological Opinion on Delta smelt. Access the final opinion here.
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