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The Obama Administration on Wednesday said it “is fully engaged in a coordinated re-
sponse to California’s ongoing water crisis.” Secretary of the Interior Ken Salazar and
Nancy Sutley of the White House Council of Environmental Quality announced a series
of actions the federal government is taking to deal with the devastating water short-
ages, including a Memorandum of Understanding that re-establishes federal leadership
on California Bay Delta issues, including active involvement in on-going state efforts,
such as the Bay Delta Conservation Plan, to help provide an assured water supply
while restoring the environmental integrity of the Bay Delta. Read more.

CALFED’s Interagency Ecological Program for the San Francisco Estuary will sponsor
a public workshop on Wednesday and Thursday, Oct. 14 and 15, in Sacramento. It is
titled: “Bay-Delta Monitoring Questions and Tools.” Read more. The purposes of the
workshop:

* Drawing from the earlier IEP workshops on ammonia, food webs, physical model-
ing and fish population modeling, identify monitoring needs and questions that can
and should be addressed by the IEP.

+ Identify which existing and new monitoring tools might best link important manage-
ment actions with expected environmental outcomes.

On Wednesday, DWR released the September edition of Cali-
fornia Drought Update. Information in the report is based on
hydrologic data compiled through either the end of August, or
through late September, depending on availability. September’s
report includes local drought impacts including groundwater con-
ditions, impacts by hydrologic region, and the status of drought
emergencies declared by counties.

The last Plenary Session of Water Plan Update 2009 will be held Oct. 14 and 15 at

the Sacramento Radisson Hotel. The Day One session will provide an overview of the
Pre-Final Draft Highlights Document. You can find the agenda here. There also will be a
discussion about the nexus between the Water Plan, Integrated Regional Water Man-
agement, and Biodiversity. Day Two will feature key objectives, actions, and recommen-
dations of the Resource Management Strategies. Please RSVP to Virginia Sajac.

Since the 2008 |andowner meetings, DWR has met with about 300 landowners in

the Delta region to secure Temporary Entry Permits (TEPs). TEPS are needed to con-
duct the necessary field studies in support of the environmental review process for the
Bay Delta Conservation Plan (BDCP). Field studies conducted on both public and private
parcels in the study area are ongoing and include on-ground and in-water surveys for
sensitive plants, vernal pool species, birds, bats, riparian mammals, amphibians,

reptiles such as the giant garter snake, and cultural resources. Geotechnical activities
are also scheduled on a number of parcels. The information gathered will support the
alternatives analysis for the environmental review process. Field studies are expected to
continue through 2011. For more information, contact Carolyn Dabney (916) 654-7560.
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