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What is the habitat restoration database?


The habitat restoration database is being developed by the Economic Analysis and Financial Assistance Section (Division of Planning and Local Assistance) for the study “Multi-Objective Approaches to Floodplain Management on a Watershed Basis”.   Because of its potential importance to other DWR studies, the database will be maintained and updated beyond the conclusion of the floodplain study.  Future work may include a more detailed statistical analysis of the cost data contained in the database.

What does the database include?


The database provides information about habitat restoration projects conducted in California, the United States and other countries. The information in the database will include (if available):

· Project name

· Purpose(s)

· Description

· Location

· Size

· Type of habitat (coastal, estuarine, riverine, lake, upland)

· Costs of land/restoration activities ($)

· Benefits ($ or qualitative description)

· Sponsoring Agencies

· Status (years of implementation and expected timeline for full functioning)

· Documentation

· Contact Person(s)

· Internet Address

Why is there a need for this database?


The database will serve many purposes.  First, for communities faced with conducting habitat restoration, it can indicate what that restoration could cost, based upon a cost comparison with other restoration projects for structurally and functionally similar habitats.  Second, the restoration costs incurred by others provide an indication of the willingness to pay, or benefits, of habitat restoration.  These benefits may be transferable to communities considering their own restoration projects, depending upon the similarities between projects and other circumstances.  Finally, for communities with relatively undamaged habitats, the costs incurred by others provides an indication of the benefits of maintaining these habitats, thereby avoiding restoration costs.  These costs can be substantial over the life of a restoration project.

How is the database set up?


The database is an Excel 97 file composed of several columns containing the above information.  It is expected that users of the database will have some familiarity with Microsoft Excel.  However, a short manual is being prepared to provide some assistance concerning (1) the mechanics of using the database and (2) guidelines for interpreting and using its information. 

To acquire a copy of the EXCEL database, please contact Steve Cowdin at (916) 653-8166 or scowdin@water.ca.gov

