Net Crop Revenue Models 
The NCRMs are spreadsheet programs which estimate average net crop revenues for important crops for recent years in 27 California counties and regions.  These models combine data on acres, and average yields and prices from over 100 annual County Crop Reports with cost information from about 300 University of California Cooperative Extension crop budgets.  The spreadsheets price-level adjust cost and gross revenue data to a common year, adjust for changes in interest rates, taxes, and water costs, and then calculate weighted-average estimates of a typical grower's annual net crop revenue (profit or loss) for a five- or seven-year period.  The models include estimates of government support payments for some crops, and take into account both cash and non-cash, and fixed and variable costs, for all crops.  The spreadsheets also calculate other measures of grower returns, such as contributions to fixed costs, and ability to pay for water.  

The NCRMs were developed for use in DWR Delta Planning Programs and the California Water Plan Update process.  Modified versions of these models have also been used to help value the Kern Fan Element of the Kern Water Bank, to help estimate the economic impacts of land retirement programs in the San Joaquin Valley and the Delta, to help value a flood control program, and to help evaluate the economic impacts of a water transfers program.  The Net Crop Revenue Models could be used in developing information for Environmental Impact Reports and Statements, and to estimate the economic impact on agriculture of future droughts.  Modified versions of the NCRMs could be used for financial feasibility analysis - calculating the abilities of farmers and irrigation districts to pay for water from new water projects.  The goal of the NCRM program is to develop and maintain up-to-date models covering all the significant agricultural areas in the State.
