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ABOUT THE NBA AIP EIR PROCESS
The Cal i forn ia Depar tment of  Water 

Resources (DWR),  as the lead agency 

under the Cal i forn ia Env i ronmenta l  Qual i ty 

Act  (CEQA),  is  prepar ing an Env i ronmenta l 

Impact  Repor t  (E IR)  to eva luate potent ia l 

env i ronmenta l  impacts associated wi th the 

const ruct ion and operat ion of  the proposed 

North Bay Aqueduct (NBA) A l ternate In take 

Pro ject  (A IP) ,  (NBA AIP or  proposed pro ject ) . 

The E IR wi l l  eva luate the potent ia l  impacts on 

a wide range of  env i ronmenta l  issue areas, 

inc lud ing,  but  not  l imi ted to,  ter rest r ia l  and 

aquat ic b io log ica l  resources,  water  qua l i ty, 

cu l tura l  resources,  publ ic  serv ices and 

ut i l i t ies,  a i r  qua l i ty,  c l imate change, and 

no ise.  Throughout the E IR process,  members 

of  the publ ic  wi l l  have the oppor tun i ty  to 

at tend publ ic  meet ings,  submit  comments 

and ask quest ions.

The E IR wi l l :

•  Fu l f i l l  the requi rements of  the Cal i forn ia 

Env i ronmenta l  Qual i ty  Act

• Descr ibe the proposed pro ject ,  eva luate i ts 

env i ronmenta l  impacts,  and ident i fy  feas ib le 

mi t igat ion measures 

• Eva luate a reasonable range of  a l ternat ives 

that  reduce or  e l iminate potent ia l l y 

s ign i f icant  impacts of  the proposed pro ject

• Fac i l i ta te publ ic  comment on the scope and 

adequacy of  the env i ronment ana lys is

• In form decis ion-makers when cons ider ing 

future regu latory act ions or  approva ls 

A Not ice of  Preparat ion (NOP) of  the E IR was 

publ ished by DWR on November 24, 2009. 

A l l  comments rece ived wi l l  be cons idered 

in prepar ing the Draf t  E IR (ant ic ipated to 

be re leased for  publ ic  rev iew in la te 2011). 

Dur ing the publ ic  rev iew per iod,  agencies 

and the publ ic  wi l l  have an oppor tun i ty  to 

rev iew the Draf t  E IR,  at tend a publ ic  meet ing, 

and prov ide comments on the adequacy 

of  the ana lys is.  At  the c lose of  the publ ic 

rev iew per iod,  DWR wi l l  prepare wr i t ten 

responses to a l l  comments rece ived and 

wi l l  prepare a F ina l  E IR (ant ic ipated to be 

re leased in la te 2012).  The Draf t  and F ina l 

E IRs wi l l  be prov ided to the DWR Di rector 

for  cons iderat ion in cer t i fy ing the E IR and 

approv ing the NBA AIP pro ject .

HOW THIS EIR PROCESS RELATES TO YOU
To suppor t  the preparat ion of  a thorough and 

accurate 

E IR,  DWR 

wi l l  research 

ex is t ing 

in format ion 

and conduct 

f ie ld surveys 

throughout 

the pro ject 

s tudy area. 

The purpose 

of  these 

surveys is 

to gather 

env i ronmenta l 

data to 

character ize 

ex is t ing 

condi t ions 

and to 

form the basel ine for  eva luat ing impacts 

associated wi th const ruct ion and operat ion 

of  the proposed pro ject .  Some proper t ies 

located near  proposed pro ject  fac i l i t ies 

may be se lected for  fur ther  s tudy in order 

to improve the accuracy of  the eva luat ion. 

In  these cases,  DWR representat ives may 

seek access through the use of  a Temporary 

Ent r y  Permi t  (TEP)  which g ives f ie ld crews 

temporary access to pr ivate proper ty  in  order 

to co l lect  s i te-speci f ic  data.

I f  a  par t icu lar  parce l  is  chosen for  fur ther 

s tudy,  DWR representat ives are l ike ly 

to conduct one or  more of  the fo l lowing 

act iv i t ies:  ground and aer ia l  surveys and 

geotechnica l ,  b io log ica l ,  geolog ica l , 

archaeolog ica l ,  botan ica l  and hazardous 

mater ia ls  surveys.  Every ef for t  w i l l  be made 

to ensure that  the process goes as smooth ly 

as poss ib le and that  min imal  in ter rupt ions or 

other  inconveniences occur to you and your 

proper ty.  Permi t  not ices are expected to be 

mai led to se lect  landowners by the end of 

September 2010. F ie ld work is  expected to 

begin in la te 2010.

The NBA AIP proposes an alternate 

intake for the NBA to draw water from 

the Sacramento River, and by a new 

pipel ine segment, connect it to the 

exist ing NBA near North Bay Regional 

Water Treatment Plant in Fairf ield. 

The proposed alternate intake would 

be operated in conjunction with the 

exist ing NBA intake at Barker Slough.

The purpose of the NBA AIP is to 

provide long-term water qual ity 

improvements and water supply 

rel iabi l i ty for del iveries to the NBA 

water contractors. The project is 

also intended to provide operational 

f lexibi l i ty to reduce effects on l isted 

species and crit ical habitat in Barker 

Slough and at the location of the 

proposed alternative intake.

For  more in format ion about  the NBA AIP and the E IR process,  v is i t :

h t tp://www.water.ca.gov/engineer ing/Pro jects/Current/NBA/
I f  you have addi t ional  quest ions or  comments ,  p lease send an emai l  to  NBAAIP@water.ca .gov.

N O R T H  B A Y  A Q U E D U C T
A LT E R N AT E  I N T A K E  P R O J E C T
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