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January 10, 2008
Ms. Delores Brown, Chief

Office of Environmental Compliance

California Department of Water Resources

3251 S Street

Sacramento, CA  95816

Via email:  delores@water.ca.gov  (sent 1-12-08)
Re:  Comments on the Draft Environmental Impact Report for the Monterey Amendments to the State Water Project (including Kern Water Bank Transfer)

Dear Ms. Brown:
I am writing on behalf of the Northern California Council, Federation of Fly Fishers, representing 31 member fly fishing clubs in Northern California, and approximately 4,000 member fly fishers.  We provide the following comments on the Draft Environmental Impact Report for the Monterey Plus (DEIR).

The proposed project in the DEIR represents the most substantial amendments to the State Water Project in the history of the system.  We strongly feel the implications to California’s environment; citizens and economy are detrimental to all concerned.  We have witnessed results from the interim implementation of the Monterey Amendments over the past 10 plus years, and they have contributed to significant environmental degradation in the Bay Delta estuary, its fish and ecosystem.  It has also contributed to reduced water reliability for residents in Southern California.

Since the implementation of these amendments in 1996, the Bay Delta estuary and its fishery has fallen into significant decline, including both pelagic fish species, like the Delta Smelt, as well as anadromous species relative to San Joaquin River tributaries.  Central Valley Steelhead continues to be in serious decline in nearly all tributaries to the Delta.  Increases in SWP pumping has been identified as a primary contributor to this decline.  These impacts were in part the result of the increased winter and spring exports of Article 21 and turnback pool water.  The Monterey Amendments made these increases in water diversion of Article 21 water possible.
Of another concern to us is the elimination of Article 18 (b), the permanent shortage provision.  This has resulted in reduced water reliability for urban users in Southern California, and forgoes a critical safety aspect that allows SWP entitlements to be cut back if we have changes in climate conditions (anticipated) or regulatory constraints needed to restore the Bay Delta ecosystem.  It also reduces the availability of water to support fisheries in times of drought, or other challenges.
DWR has many alternatives to the proposed Monterey Amendments.  It could assist SWP contractors in aggressively implementing the 3.1 million acre feet of urban water conservation and the 1.4 million acre feet of recycled water potential identified in the California Water Plan.  Simply implementing the recommendation in the State Water Plan would increase water reliability for SWP contractors and avoid the environmental damage associated with the Amendments.  With the current crisis in the Bay Delta, partially caused by the actions resulting from the interim implementation of the Amendments, it is totally inappropriate to make them permanent.
We strongly urge DWR to reject the Monterey Amendments as proposed in the DEIR, and to adopt alternatives that better serve our natural environment, fisheries, and all Californians.

Sincerely,

Dr. C. Mark Rockwell, D.C.

V.P. Conservation, Northern California Council,

Federation of Fly Fishers

19737 Wildwood West Dr.

Penn Valley, CA  95946

Summerhhillfarmpv@aol.com
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