
Appendix F.   

Previous Correspondence and Meetings for the Proposed 
Project 

 

• From May 20, 2002 through November 20, 2003, DWR staff met 

numerous times with representatives of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

(USFWS), California Department of Fish and Game (CDFG), National 

Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s National Marine Fisheries 

Service (NOAA Fisheries), Ducks Unlimited, Inc. (DU), U.S. Bureau of 

Reclamation (USBR), Sutter County, and Sutter Extension Water District 

to evaluate multiple alternatives for the project and discuss the design 

process.  The meetings culminated in the selection of preferred 

alternatives for Weir No. 2 and Willow Slough Weir.  DWR completed the 

Weir No. 2 preliminary engineering technical report in December 2003 and 

the Willow Slough Weir preliminary engineering technical report in 

February 2005.  These reports include engineering drawings, construction 

cost estimates, an environmental checklist for structural modifications of 

the weirs, and documentation of the meetings.   

 

• On May 24, 2007, DWR staff held a meeting with personnel from the 

regulatory agencies to provide an overview of the proposed project and to 

receive input on permitting issues.  Participants in the meeting included 

representatives from USFWS Anadromous Fish Restoration Program, 

USFWS Sutter National Wildlife Refuge (SNWR), CDFG, DU, State 

Reclamation Board, and the Army Corps of Engineers (USACE).  



 

• On June 22, 2007, DWR staff met with USFWS, SNWR, and CDFG 

representatives to view the project sites and discuss mitigation and 

permitting requirements.  

 

• On June 28, 2007, DWR staff accompanied NOAA Fisheries 

representatives to view the project sites and discuss mitigation and 

permitting requirements.  

 

• On August 3, 2007, DWR submitted a preliminary delineation of Waters of 

the U.S. including wetlands to the USACE. 

 

• On August 21, 2007, DWR staff met with NOAA Fisheries and CDFG 

representatives to evaluate alternatives which address fish passage 

issues during the construction period at the Willow Slough Weir project 

site. 

 

• On August 30, 2007, DWR staff met USACE staff at the project sites to 

verify DWR’s preliminary wetland delineation and discuss USACE 

permitting requirements.  

 

• On October 30, 2007, DWR staff met with NOAA Fisheries and CDFG 

personnel to decide on the preferred alternative to provide fish passage at 

Willow Slough Weir, during the construction period.  

 

• On February 25, 2008, DWR submitted a draft Biological Assessment of 

the project to Madelyn Martinez of NOAA Fisheries.  



 

• On March 5, 2008, DWR submitted an advance copy of the draft 

Biological Assessment to Peter Cross of USFWS.  

 

• On March 31, 2008, DWR received a letter from NOAA Fisheries, which 

includes comments on the draft Biological Assessment and a request for 

additional information.  The NOAA Fisheries response was provided as 

informal technical assistance. 

 

• On April 8, 2008, DWR submitted final design specifications and 

descriptions of our proposed temporary and permanent fish ladders to 

Richard Wantuck of NOAA Fisheries. 

 

• On April 18, 2008, Steve Thomas of NOAA Fisheries agreed to send a 

letter in response to DWR’s request for approval of the proposed fish 

ladder designs to Madelyn Martinez of NOAA Fisheries. 

 

• On April 23, 2008, DWR staff contacted Brian Vierria of USACE to discuss 

changes to the preliminary wetland delineation, the status of the cultural 

resources evaluation, and the USACE permitting process and timeline.  

USACE instructed DWR to submit two separate applications for 

Department of Army permits for the Weir No. 2 and Willow Slough Weir 

project components.  

 

• On April 30, 2008, Terry Adelsbach, the USFWS staff person assigned to 

the project, notified DWR that the draft Biological Assessment had been 

received.  



 

• On May 20, 2008, DWR staff submitted the following materials required for 

a Preconstruction Notification for a Department of Army CWA sec. 404 

permit, under Nationwide Permits 3 and 33 to the USACE:  

 US Army Corps of Engineers application (form ENG 4345), including 

project description and figures 

 a preliminary delineation of Waters of the United States including 

Wetlands (updated May 2008) 

 a Pre-Construction Notification 

 a statement of compliance with General Conditions 

 a statement of Avoidance and Minimization of Impacts 

 a cultural resources evaluation 

 Drawings and Illustrations 

 a Biological Assessment prepared by DWR staff, May 2008 


