STATE OF CALIFORNIA - CALIFORNIA NATURAL RESOURCES AGENCY EDMUND G. BROWN IR., Governor

DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES
DIVISION OF FLOOD MANAGEMENT

P.O. BOX 219000

SACRAMENTO, CA 95821-9000

April 23, 2014

Draft Plan to Minimize Impacts to Adjacent Landowners —
Lower Ash Creek Wildlife Restoration Area Project

Dear Property Owner:

The State of California, Department of Water Resources (DWR), Flood Corridor Program (FCP),
awarded the Pit Resource Conservation District (Pit RCD) $1,039,000 to implement the Lower
Ash Creek Wildlife Area (ACWA) Restoration Project located within the 100-year floodplain of
the Lower Ash Creek Area.

FCP Guidelines require the grantee, in coordination with DWR, to develop a plan to minimize
impacts to adjacent landowners (PTM). Water Code Section 79041 requires that the plan
include an evaluation of the project’s potential impact on floodwaters, the structural integrity of
affected levees, diversion facilities, customary agricultural husbandry practices, and timber
extraction operations, and an evaluation and description of the maintenance required for any
facilities that are proposed to be constructed or altered.

This notice is to inform you that a Draft PTM for the project is enclosed for your review and can
also be found online at; http://www.water.ca.gov/floodmgmt/fpo/sgb/focp/lower ash creek.cfm

If you would like to submit comments, please submit them by email to Preston Shopbell, project
manager, at preston.shopbell@water.ca.gov or by phone at (916) 574-1437 or. Comments may
also be submitted by mail to Preston Shopbell, Department of Water Resources, 3464 El
Camino Avenue, Suite 200, Sacramento, CA 95821. Comments are due no later than May 27,
2014.

For additional questions on this notice or the Draft PTM, please contact me at (916) 574-1191 or
david.wright@water.ca.gov.

S gt

David A. Wright, P.E., Chief
Statewide Flood Grant Programs
Local Assistance Programs Branch
Flood Projects Office

Attachment
1. Draft Plan to Minimize Impacts on Adjacent Landowners



DRAFT Plan to Minimize Impacts on Adjacent Landowners
Lower Ash Creek Wildlife Area Restoration Project

Program Background

The Flood Corridor Program (FCP) was created by the “Safe Drinking Water, Clean Water,
Watershed Protection and Flood Protection Act of 2000" (Proposition 13). Current funding
comes from voter approved Proposition 1E, the “Disaster Preparedness and Flood Prevention
Bond Act of 2006” (Public Resources Code Section 5096.800 et seq, Division 5, Chapter 1.699,
Article 4, specifically Public Resources Code 5096.825). The Program is authorized to fund
projects providing non-structural approaches to flood managen , including the acquisition and
restoration of wildlife habitat and agricultural land preserv rogram guidelines require the
applicant, in conjunction with the Department of Wa rces (DWR); develop a plan to
minimize the impacts on adjacent landowners prior {0 ny interest in land.
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The Pit RCD, Design Co or, Watershed Coordinator, and the California Department of Fish
and Wildlife (CDFW) staff will oversee the construction of the project which is part of a
floodplain-wide restoration effort to restore the physical connection of Ash Creek to its historic
floodplain. This project will advance the goals identified within the CDFW Management Plan for
the ACWA, including but not limited to improving waterfowl habitat, improving stream conditions,
and reducing flood damage by encouraglng natural flooding of the site through restoratlon
actions.

The CDFW and Pit RCD have been working together since the State purchased the site and are
committed to improving multiple resources such as wildlife habitat and agriculture opportunities
that meet wildlife management objectives.



DRAFT P'Ian to Minimize Impacts on Adjacent Landowners SAP Contract No. 4600008929
Ash Creek Wildlife Area Project

Evaiuation of Impact from Restoration Activities on Floodwéters

The project area is located within the 100-year floodplain and is encompassed by lands
managed by the CDFW. Because CDFW owns and manages the entire project area, and the
project will reduce flood risk, no adjoining properties are at risk for future flood events from
aclivities associated with the project. The goal of this project is to provide nonstructural flood
control by reconnecting the stream to the approximately 3,000 foot wide floodplain. Project
implementation is expected to result in the flooding of 3,500 acres of protected area, thereby
providing flood relief to adjoining lands. Overall risk will still be provided by the Bieber-Lookout
Highway, and project activities will relieve flood pressure on the highway by attenuating flood
flows. Hydrologic analysis for the overall project (i.e. levee removal lowering of Elkins Lane, and
filling of gullies) demonstrated decreases in fiow velocity and uction in flows which diminish
with [arger flood events.

Evaluation of Impacts on Structural Integrity of Aff_

The removal of berms and levees on the ACW.
nor will the project negatively impact levees/road

Evaluation of Impacts on Diversion Facilitles-

Attenuation of flood flows has been modeled to
year flood events. This reduction ig:
Pit River, although there is significa
the numerous channels of Ash Cree

It is the intention of
occurred within the
proposed immediate
areas.

Evaluatio

ns within the project area, and it is unlikely
e future, given the nature of the landscape.

Any Facilities Proposed to be Altered or

Constructed

There are no facilitie cilities within the project area.

Conclusion

In summary, the project and its subsequent maintenance will not have significant adverse
impacts on existing adjoining property owners, land use practices, or flood control facilities. In
addition to conserving wildlife habitat and agricultural land, the proposed project further reduces
the risk of floods to downstream areas by attenuating flood flows on-site.

Attachments:
Attachment 1 — Ash Creek Wildlife Area Restoration Project — Map of Proposed Activities
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