HEADWATER CORNERS- PROJECT AREA
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(These photos are looking south from the upper slope of the 8.5-acre target acquisition parcel.  The coastal sage scrub hillside in the foreground covers the drier upper slope area down to the riparian corridor.  The floodplain has been severely restricted through this area by fill material that supports no habitat values.  Mulholland Highway is in the center of the photo.  The 82-acre protected open space with its slopes covered with walnut and coast live oak woodlands and the annual grassland can be seen in the upper sections of the photos.   The Masson House, turn-of-the-century homestead of Dry Canyon Creek, can be seen at the far left.

( The floodway corridor will be widened and the streambanks re-contoured to reduce flood levels and provide transitory storage. Vegetated treatment systems will filter pollutants from street run-off.  Wetlands and riparian habitat will be restored providing habitat for wildlife.  The community will be a part of the restoration process that will serve as a hands-on experience they can take to their own properties.  The area will be open to the public for passive recreational and educational purposes when completed.  Headwater Corners will be a demonstration center for sustainable living in the urban interface.
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Dry Canyon Creek Old Topanga Canyon Floods

1980 Flood
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Note the wide floodplain. Since the 1980 flood, the floodway has been constricted to a narrow channel against the bedrock of the hillside. Fill material and debris will be removed to restore the area for flood flows and create wetlands.

1993 Flood
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DRY CANYON CREEK – MORE FLOODWAY OBSTRUCTIONS
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(
The undersized culvert as of today.  Previous owner armored downstream

banks in futile attempt to stop erosion.  Culvert will be removed and

banks recontoured, planted with native plants, increasing wildlife habitat,

reducing erosion and algae blooms.
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The culvert after the 1980 flood.

This valley oak (Quercus lobata) at Headwater Corners represents

why the flood corridor of Dry Canyon Creek must be protected.

To restore and expand the floodplain insures the valley oak has

the habitat it requires to naturally regenerate,

further insuring all its beneficial uses to our natural world.
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Mother Oak, Headwater Corners, Calabasas 

60 feet tall and 100 feet wide, estimated to be over 200 years old.

The valley oaks are naturally regenerating in the Project area. 
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