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Niño Region SST Departures (oC) 
 Recent Evolution 

The latest weekly SST departures are: 

Niño 4    -0.2ºC  

Niño 3.4   -0.3ºC 

Niño 3      -0.2ºC 

Niño 1+2  -0.4ºC 



Global SST Departures (oC)  

During the last four weeks, equatorial SSTs were above average across the eastern 
Atlantic Ocean and near the Maritime Continent (north of Australia).  SSTs were below 
average in the central and eastern Pacific Ocean. 



Pacific Niño 3.4 SST Outlook 

Figure provided by the 
International Research 
Institute (IRI) for Climate 
and Society (updated 18 
Feb 2013). 

• Most models predict the persistence of current Niño-3.4 values, with ENSO-neutral (-0.5ºC to 
+0.5ºC) continuing through the Northern Hemisphere summer 2013.   
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Drought Monitor Forecasts What's New Current Conditions About Us Archive Contact Us Links

Current U.S. Drought Monitor

The data cutoff for Drought Monitor maps is Tuesday at 7 a.m. Eastern Standard Time. The maps, which are based on analysis of the data, are released each 
Thursday at 8:30 a.m. Eastern Time.

NOTE: To view regional drought conditions, click on map below. State maps can be accessed from regional maps. 

The U.S. Drought Monitor is produced in partnership between the National Drought Mitigation Center at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln, the United States Department of 
Agriculture, and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. 

UPDATE: The links have been moved into the menu bars below.

PDF Last Week Tabular Statistics Archived Tabular Statistics USDM Change Maps Annual Animations Contact People

NDMC's Drought 
Impact Reporter

6-week 
animation

12-week 
animation

Custom DM 
animation

short-term drought 
indicator blends

long-term drought 
indicator blends

About the DIR Experimental Drought Blends Classification Scheme Historical Weather Data North American Drought Monitor

For local details and impacts, please contact your State Climatologist or Regional Climate Center.

National Drought Summary -- March 5, 2013

The discussion in the Looking Ahead section is simply a description of what the official national guidance from the National Weather Service (NWS) National Centers for 
Environmental Prediction is depicting for current areas of dryness and drought. The NWS forecast products utilized include the HPC 5-day QPF and 5-day Mean Temperature 
progs, the 6-10 Day Outlooks of Temperature and Precipitation Probability, and the 8-14 Day Outlooks of Temperature and Precipitation Probability, valid as of late 
Wednesday afternoon of the USDM release week. The NWS forecast web page used for this section is: http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/forecasts/.

Weather Summary: The past week featured generally dry conditions across most of the western half of the contiguous 48 states with a deep trough over the eastern half.  
The deep low-pressure system over the eastern half of the contiguous 48 states yielded widespread precipitation, with rainfall totals generally less than 3.0 inches from the 
Ohio Valley to the Northeast, and across portions of the Mid-Atlantic.  The Pacific Northwest was another stormy region, with multiple reports of more than 4 inches of 
precipitation during the past week.  Isolated reports of 0.5-1.5 inches of precipitation came in from stations across the Central Rockies.  Elsewhere, precipitation amounts 
were less than 0.5 inch.  


