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Assembly Bill 156 (AB 156)
Background

John Laird, D-Santa Cruz   Flood Control 

2007-08 Legislative Session

Chaptered by Secretary of State October 10, 2007

Chapter 368, Statutes of 2007 



Assembly Bill 156 (AB 156)
Background, cont.

Additions and Amendments to:

Government Code 

Public Resources Code

Water Code



AB 156
Local Agency Reporting

Additions to Water Code:
Chapter 9, commencing with Section 9110, to Part 4 of Division 5

Local Agency ReportsChapter 9, Article 4, Section 9140

Selected DefinitionsChapter 9, Article 1, Section 9110

TopicWater Code Section



Timelines

Water Code changes effective: July 1, 2008

Local Agency reports to DWR: Due September 30 each  
year

DWR consolidated report to CVFPB:          Due December 31, 2008              
updated annually



Intent/Need for Information Exchange  

• Support System Planning Process 
Legislative Counsel’s Digest- AB 156 requires “…the department              
to prepare, and the board to adopt, a flood control system status 
report, to be updated periodically, for the State Plan of Flood 
Control…”

• Compile Data, Develop Applications for Comprehensive 
Flood System Assessment

• Inform Public and Local Government



Outcomes of Data Compilation & Exchange

• Enhanced Flood System Planning, Evaluation, 
Assessment & Efforts at State & Local Level

• Increased Public Awareness

• Informed Land Use Decisions

• Improved Emergency Response Capabilities

• State & Local Understanding of Shared Risks



Parallel DWR Data Collection
& Information Sharing Initiatives



National/California Levee Database

PBS&J Mapbook

Identification of 
Levee Attributes

Levee Viewer 
Application

Integration into 
DFM Database



DFM Flood System Database
and

GIS Applications Development

• Enhance Emergency Response Operations

• Provide System Design Information for 
Assessment and Evaluation



Flood System  
Operation and Maintenance

O&M Manual Unit 122





Local Agencies who maintain either:

(1) Project Levees
or 

(2) Non-Project Levees that also benefit land within the 
boundaries of an area benefited by a Project Levee

Who is Required to Submit Information?



"Local Agency" means a local agency responsible for the 
maintenance of a project levee

"Maintenance" has the same meaning as that set forth in subdivision 
(f) of Section 12878

"Project Levee" means any levee that is part of the facilities of the 
State Plan of Flood Control

Who is Required to Submit Information?
Selected AB 156 Definitions

(CA Water Code, Chapter 9, Article 1, Section 9110)



(1) Information known to the local agency that is relevant to the condition 
or performance of the project levee

(2) Information identifying known conditions that might impair or 
compromise the level of flood protection provided by the project levee

(3) A summary of the maintenance performed by the local agency during 
the previous fiscal year

What Information is Required?
Local Agency Reports

(CA Water Code, Chapter 9, Article 4, Section 9140)



(4) A statement of work and estimated cost for operation and 
maintenance of the project levee for the current fiscal year, as
approved by the local agency

(5) Any other readily available information contained in the records of the 
local agency relevant to the condition or performance of the project 
levee, as determined by the board or the department

What Information is Required?

Local Agency Reports
(CA Water Code, Chapter 9, Article 4, Section 9140)



• DWR Currently Developing Reporting Options

Website Application in Coordination with CDEC
• User Login and Account 
• Drop Down Menu Selection, or Free Form Text
• Online Submission and Confirmation
• Ability to Attach Files- Pictures, Documents 

Paper Copy

Pilot Development in Coordination with Local Agencies

Information Submission



Information Submission
Web Application for Electronic Reporting



Use of Information

• DWR is required to prepare an annual report to the CVFPB on 
Project Levees  operated and maintained by Local Agencies

Annual report will summarize submitted information, as well as relevant 
portions of any of the following documents as determined by DWR:

• Annual inspection reports on Local Agency maintenance prepared by DWR 
or the CVFPB;

• The State Plan of Flood Control;
• The flood control system status report described in California Water Code, 

Section 9120;
• The schedule for mapping described in California Water Code, Section 

8612; 
• Any correspondence, document, or information deemed relevant by DWR

Local Agency Reports
(CA Water Code, Chapter 9, Article 4, Section 9141(a))



Use of Information

• DWR will be required to make available for website viewing each 
Local Agency’s flood management report, and will also be required 
to provide a copy of each report to the following entities:

The Local Agency;
Any city or county within the Local Agency's jurisdiction;
Any public library located within the Local Agency's jurisdiction.

Local Agency Reports
(CA Water Code, Chapter 9, Article 4, Section 9141(b))



Exchange of Information

Local Agency

Local Agency

Local Agency

Local Agency

Land Use Planners

Flood Center

Flood Projects Office

Statewide Planning Office

Levee Repairs Branch

Levee Evaluations Branch

Central Valley Flood Protection Board

Flood Management

California Data 
Exchange Center

Land Owners Residents

Local Government



Timelines

Water Code changes effective: July 1, 2008

Local Agency reports to DWR: Due September 30 each  
year

DWR consolidated report to CVFPB:          Due December 31, 2008              
updated annually



Flood Project Integrity & Inspection Branch

Division of Flood ManagementDivision of Flood Management

Hydrology and Flood Operations Hydrology and Flood Operations 
OfficeOffice

Contact:Contact:
Jon EricsonJon Ericson, Senior Engineer , Senior Engineer 
916.574.2362916.574.2362
jericson@water.ca.govjericson@water.ca.gov

More Information


