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U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS
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WASHINGTON, D.C. 20314-1000

APR 2 2010

South Pacific Division — RECEIVED

Regional Integration Team

Mr. Benjamin F. Carter

President

Central Valley Flood Protection Board
3310 El Camino Ave., Rm. LL40
Sacramento, CA 95821

Dear Mr. Carter:

Thank you for your letter dated February 8, 2010. I am responding to your letter on behalf
of the Chief of Engineers. The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) is committed to
continue working collaboratively with the State of California in developing a shared vision to
address California’s flood risk in a systematic and holistic manner. We also strive to work
cooperatively and collaboratively with all our State and local governmental agency partners.
Thus, we have gone to the extraordinary effort of publishing the draft Policy Guidance Letter —
Variance from Vegetation Standards for Levees and Floodwalls, for input from you and other
interested parties nationwide. When the Federal Register is used as a vehicle to obtain public
input, we are required to provide everyone an equal review period. The Policy Guidance was
published in the Federal Register on February 9, 2010, and is still under public review. The 30
day review was extended an additional 45 days to allow additional review time.

Addressing the levee issues and challenges facing California is one of our priorities.
Therefore, we will continue to seek opportunities to collaborate to find common solutions. One
opportunity is to continue to support implementation of the Central Valley Framework
Agreement which recognizes that factors, other than vegetation on levees, may constitute higher
flood risk to California’s citizens. Our support was demonstrated in January 2010 when
California Department of Water Resources (DWR) and USACE ]eadershrp met to discuss the
progress and 1mp]ementat10n ofthe

‘ Z. The Framework AreementW1
document as DWR continues to develop its long-term plan to resolve vegetation issues; a plan
we understand will be ﬁnahzed and provided to the USACE in July 2012. The draft vegetatlon

as Natlonal Marine Frsherles Servrce Env1ronrnental Protecnon Agency, and Fish and Wildlife
Service on flood risk issues, including the effects of vegetation on levee systems. The USACE
considers the continued implementation of system-wide flood risk management strategies such
as the Central Valley Framework Agreement to be one of the Civil Works top seven priority
actions.
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I understand Mr. Hecker will be attending the April 22, 2010, Roundtable meeting to
discuss comments received on the draft policy guidance.

I look forward to continue working with you and others in solving California’s levee
1ssues.

Sincerely,

G

Steven L. Stockton, P.E.
Director of Civil Works





