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Roundtable1 (Roundtable).  Roundtable agencies agreed to work together to draft a phased, 
system-wide levee vegetation plan for California, with short and long-term elements.  
Through extensive and thoughtful stakeholder collaboration we developed this plan which 
was formalized as the recently adopted California’s Central Valley Flood System 
Improvement Framework.  The Framework and Roundtable sponsored actions represent an 
important step towards fulfilling the intent of WRDA 1996 Section 202 (g) which states, 
 

“the Secretary shall undertake a comprehensive review of the current policy 
guidelines on vegetation management for levees. The review shall examine 
current policies in view of the varied interests in providing flood control, 
preserving, protecting, and enhancing natural resources, protecting the rights 
of Native Americans pursuant to treaty and statute, and such other factors as 
the Secretary considers appropriate... so as to provide a coherent and 
coordinated policy for vegetation management for levees. Such revised 
guidelines shall address regional variations in levee management”. 

 
The Framework is also consistent with the December 3, 2009 proposed National Objectives, 
Principles, and Standards for Water Resources Planning, pursuant to Section 2031 of WRDA 
2007, which applies to all implementation studies conducted by USACE (Civil Works), 
USBR, NRCS, and other Federal agencies engaged in water-resource related plans and 
projects.  USACE proposed levee vegetation guidance and variance process is inconsistent 
with these overarching Federal guidelines and standards. 
 
We urge USACE to abide by, and continue to support, commitments by USACE contained in 
the Roundtable ‘Framework Agreement’, consistent with the above referenced WRDA 
guidelines and procedures. 
 
Promote, Adequately Fund, and Incorporate Conclusions from Levee Vegetation 
Scientific Studies Underway into Future Policy Revisions 
 
The member agencies of the California Levees Roundtable are conducting ongoing research 
that will determine the extent to which woody vegetation may affect the integrity of levees in 
California’s Central Valley.  These studies include a national research program implemented 
by USACE in concert with a parallel and complementary  
effort initiated in California referred to as the California Levee Vegetation Research Program 
(CLVRP). 
 
The goal of the CLVRP is to collaboratively conduct objective scientific research, to create 
new knowledge or correct and integrate previous knowledge regarding levee vegetation. Our 
goal is to have these scientific findings incorporated into levee vegetation management 
policies suitable for the unique climatic, ecological and hydro-geomorphic conditions in 
California.  The research is also intended to inform the FloodSAFE Levee Evaluation 
Program, which is evaluating and prioritizing all geotechnical factors that impact the safety 

                                                 
1 Comprised of officials representing USACE (Headquarters, South Pacific Div., and the Sacramento District); the CVFPB, 
DWR, National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS), U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service (USFWS), the California Department of Fish 
& Game (DFG), the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), Reclamation District No. 2068, and SAFCA. 








