
 

 
March 8, 2010 
 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
Attn: CECW-CE, Douglas J. Wade 
441 G Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20314-1000 
 
RE:   Opposition to Proposed Revised Policy Regarding  

Variances from Vegetation Standards for Levees and Floodwalls  
(Docket Number COE-2010-0007) 

 
Dear Mr. Wade: 
 
The following comments are offered on behalf of the WRIA 9 Watershed 
Ecosystem Forum, a broad-based partnership of governments, businesses, 
and non-profit groups working on watershed health and salmon habitat 
recovery in the Green/Duwamish and Central Puget Sound Watershed in 
western Washington State.   
 
Our Watershed Ecosystem Forum in turn is part of a larger, unprecedented 
effort called the Puget Sound Partnership, which is coordinating restoration 
of one of the nation’s most important water bodies. 
 
In response to the USACE proposal to change the vegetation variance 
process, detailed in the Federal Register notice titled “Process for 
Requesting a Variance from Vegetation Standards for Levees and 
Floodwalls,” we encourage the Corps to withdraw their current proposal 
and base any future changes to variance procedures on broadly-accepted 
scientific research.  
 
Our watershed restoration efforts are predicated, at a minimum, on the 
continuance of the “regional variance” extended to federal partners in the 
Seattle District.  This variance allows the retention of vegetation up to 4 
inches in diameter on levees constructed or maintained with federal 
funding and larger vegetation within 15 feet of the front and back toe of the 
levee.  Most of the lower 20 miles of the Green River includes levees and 
revetments on one or both banks.  Although inadequate to meet the habitat 
needs of Endangered Species Act-listed salmonids and to fulfill Clean 
Water Act requirements for temperature and dissolved oxygen standards, 
retention of vegetation of this size and in these locations provides some 
ecological benefits with no demonstrated negative effects on the stability of 
flood facilities.  Lacking the variance, even this modest vegetation will be 
removed, with certain negative impacts to ESA-listed salmonids and water 
quality parameters. 
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