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WASHINGTON 

King County 
Messenger of Peace Chapel Car, 38625 SE. 

King St., Snoqualmie, 08000998 

Walla Walla County 
Battle of Walla Walla—Frenchtown, Hwy. 12, 

Mile post 328, Lowden, 08000999 

WISCONSIN 

Columbia County 
Byrns, Daniel and Nellie, House, 221 Mill St., 

Lodi, 08001000 
Pruyn, Joel M., Block, 146 S. Main St., Lodi, 

08001001 

WYOMING 

Campbell County 
Gillette Post Office, (Historic U.S. Post 

Offices in Wyoming, 1900–1941, TR) 301 
S. Gillette Ave., Gillette, 08001002 

Converse County 
Hotel LaBonte, 206 Walnut St., Douglas, 

08001003 

Natrona County 
Grant Street Grocery and Market, 815 S. 

Grant St., Casper, 08001005 

Platte County 
Platte County Courthouse, 800 9th St., 

Wheatland, 08001004 

[FR Doc. E8–22074 Filed 9–19–08; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 4310–70–P 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

Bureau of Reclamation 

Franks Tract, Sacramento-San Joaquin 
Bay-Delta, CA 

AGENCY: Bureau of Reclamation, 
Interior. 
ACTION: Notice of intent to prepare an 
environmental impact statement/ 
environmental impact report (EIS/EIR) 
and notice of public scoping meetings. 

SUMMARY: Pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and 
the California Environmental Quality 
Act (CEQA), the Bureau of Reclamation 
(Reclamation) and the California 
Department of Water Resources (DWR) 
intend to prepare an EIS/EIR for the 
Franks Tract Project. Reclamation is the 
lead Federal agency under NEPA and 
DWR is the lead State agency under 
CEQA for preparation of the EIS/EIR. 

The Franks Tract Project is designed 
to address water quality and fish 
protection issues in the central and 
southern Sacramento-San Joaquin River 
Delta (Delta). The project would consist 
of the construction of barriers around 
Franks Tract to prevent salinity 
intrusion and the movement of sensitive 
fish species into the central and 
southern Delta. 

DATES: Written comments on the scope 
of the EIS/EIR will be accepted on or 
before November 21, 2008. 

A series of public scoping meetings 
will be held to solicit public input on 
alternatives, concerns, and issues to be 
addressed in the EIS/EIR. The meeting 
dates are as follows: 

• Monday, October 6, 2008, 10 a.m. to 
12 p.m., Sacramento, CA. 

• Tuesday, October 7, 2008, 6 p.m. to 
8:30 p.m., Rio Vista, CA. 

• Wednesday, October 8, 2008, 6 p.m. 
to 8:30 p.m., Antioch, CA. 

• Thursday, October 9, 2008, 6 p.m. 
to 8:30 p.m., Stockton, CA. 
ADDRESSES: The public scoping meeting 
locations are: 

• Sacramento at the Federal Building, 
Cafeteria Conference Rooms C–1001 and 
C–1002, 2800 Cottage Way. 

• Rio Vista at the Memorial Building, 
610 St. Francis Way. 

• Antioch at the Contra Costa Public 
Library, 501 W. 18th Street. 

• Stockton at the Memorial Civic 
Auditorium, North Hall, 525 North 
Center Street. 

Written comments on the scope of the 
EIS/EIR should be sent to Ms. Lynnette 
Wirth, Bureau of Reclamation, 2800 
Cottage Way, Public Affairs, 
Sacramento, CA 95825, e-mailed to 
lwirth@mp.usbr.gov, or faxed to 916– 
978–5114. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Ms. 
Sharon McHale, Reclamation Project 
Manager, at 916–978–5086 (TDD 916– 
978–5608), or via e-mail at 
smchale@mp.usbr.gov; or Mr. Ajay 
Goyal, DWR Project Manager, at 916– 
651–9823, or via e-mail at 
agoyal@water.ca.gov. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The 
project location would be in the vicinity 
of Franks Tract in the Delta. Franks 
Tract is connected tidally to the San 
Joaquin River via False River. During 
low flow conditions, high salinity water 
enters Franks Tract on flood tide while 
fresher water flows back into False River 
during ebb tide. The higher salinity 
water mixes within Franks Tract and is 
drawn into Old River through levee 
breaches on the east side of Franks 
Tract. These conditions impact salinity 
conditions in the adjacent Delta 
channels and the central and south 
Delta. 

Background 
The CALFED Bay-Delta Authorization 

Act of 2004 (Pub. L. 108–361) 
authorized the Secretary of the Interior 
to conduct a feasibility study and 
actions at Franks Tract to improve water 
quality in the Delta. As part of the 
feasibility study, an EIS/EIR is required 
to address environmental effects. 

Objectives 

The objectives of the Franks Tract 
Project are: 

• To improve the quality of water in 
the central and south Delta being 
pumped at the Central Valley Project, 
C.W. ‘‘Bill’’ Jones Pumping Plant and 
the State Water Project, Harvey O. Banks 
Pumping Plant. 

• To improve fisheries conditions 
throughout the Delta. 

Alternatives 

The following alternatives are 
currently under consideration: 

• Operable Gates on False River: This 
alternative involves installation of 
operable gates on the West False River 
near the confluence with the San 
Joaquin River west of Franks Tract. The 
barrier would provide a physical 
obstruction to salt intrusion entering 
Franks Tract via the western end of 
False River. 

• Operable Gate on Three Mile 
Slough: This alternative involves 
installation of an operable gate in Three 
Mile Slough. The barrier would be 
closed on ebb tide to prevent water from 
the San Joaquin River from entering the 
Sacramento River. This action serves to 
keep flow in the San Joaquin River and 
increases the net westerly flow past 
Jersey Point. 

Special Assistance for Public Scoping 
Meetings 

If special assistance is required at the 
public hearings, please contact Ms. 
Lynnette Wirth at 916–978–5100, TDD 
916–978–5608, or via e-mail at 
lwirth@mp.usbr.gov. Please notify Ms. 
Wirth as far in advance as possible to 
enable Reclamation to secure the 
needed services. If a request cannot be 
honored, the requestor will be notified. 
A telephone device for the hearing 
impaired (TDD) is available at 916–978– 
5608. 

Public Disclosure 

Before including your name, address, 
phone number, e-mail address, or other 
personal identifying information in your 
comment, you should be aware that 
your entire comment—including your 
personal identifying information—may 
be made publicly available at any time. 
While you can ask us in your comment 
to withhold your personal identifying 
information from public review, we 
cannot guarantee that we will be able to 
do so. 
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Dated: August 13, 2008. 
Susan M. Fry, 
Regional Environmental Officer, Mid-Pacific 
Region. 
[FR Doc. E8–22045 Filed 9–19–08; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 4310–MN–P 

INTERNATIONAL TRADE 
COMMISSION 

[Inv. No. 337–TA–657] 

In the Matter of: Certain Automotive 
Multimedia Display and Navigation 
Systems, Components Thereof, and 
Products Containing Same; Notice of 
Investigation 

AGENCY: U.S. International Trade 
Commission. 
ACTION: Institution of investigation 
pursuant to 19 U.S.C. 1337. 

SUMMARY: Notice is hereby given that a 
complaint was filed with the U.S. 
International Trade Commission on 
August 19, 2008, under section 337 of 
the Tariff Act of 1930, as amended, 19 
U.S.C. 1337, on behalf of Honeywell 
International Inc. of Morristown, New 
Jersey. The complaint alleges violations 
of section 337 based upon the 
importation into the United States, the 
sale for importation, and the sale within 
the United States after importation of 
certain automotive multimedia display 
and navigation systems, components 
thereof, and products containing same 
that infringe certain claims of U.S. 
Patent Nos. 6,664,945; 6,700,482; 
6,289,277; 6,691,030; 6,308,132; and 
5,923,286. The complaint further alleges 
that an industry in the United States 
exists as required by subsection (a)(2) of 
section 337. 

The complainant requests that the 
Commission institute an investigation 
and, after the investigation, issue an 
exclusion order and cease and desist 
orders. 

ADDRESSES: The complaint, except for 
any confidential information contained 
therein, is available for inspection 
during official business hours (8:45 a.m. 
to 5:15 p.m.) in the Office of the 
Secretary, U.S. International Trade 
Commission, 500 E Street, SW., Room 
112, Washington, DC 20436, telephone 
202–205–2000. Hearing impaired 
individuals are advised that information 
on this matter can be obtained by 
contacting the Commission’s TDD 
terminal on 202–205–1810. Persons 
with mobility impairments who will 
need special assistance in gaining access 
to the Commission should contact the 
Office of the Secretary at 202–205–2000. 
General information concerning the 

Commission may also be obtained by 
accessing its internet server at http:// 
www.usitc.gov. The public record for 
this investigation may be viewed on the 
Commission’s electronic docket (EDIS) 
at http://edis.usitc.gov. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Bryan F. Moore, Esq., Office of Unfair 
Import Investigations, U.S. International 
Trade Commission, telephone (202) 
205–2767. 

Authority: The authority for institution of 
this investigation is contained in section 337 
of the Tariff Act of 1930, as amended, and 
in section 210.10 of the Commission’s Rules 
of Practice and Procedure, 19 CFR 210.10 
(2008). 

Scope of Investigation: Having 
considered the complaint, the U.S. 
International Trade Commission, on 
September 12, 2008, ordered that— 

(1) Pursuant to subsection (b) of 
section 337 of the Tariff Act of 1930, as 
amended, an investigation be instituted 
to determine whether there is a 
violation of subsection (a)(1)(B) of 
section 337 in the importation into the 
United States, the sale for importation, 
or the sale within the United States after 
importation of certain automotive 
multimedia display or navigation 
systems, components thereof, or 
products containing same that infringe 
one or more of claims 1–7 of U.S. Patent 
No. 6,664,945; claims 1, 10–12, and 20 
of U.S. Patent No. 6,700,482; claims 1, 
4, 5, 9, 11, 13, and 20 of U.S. Patent No. 
6,289,277; claims 2, 3, and 25 of U.S. 
Patent No. 6,691,030; claims 1–7 and 17 
of U.S. Patent No. 6,308,132; and claim 
5 of U.S. Patent No. 5,923,286, and 
whether an industry in the United 
States exists as required by subsection 
(a)(2) of section 337; 

(2) For the purpose of the 
investigation so instituted, the following 
are hereby named as parties upon which 
this notice of investigation shall be 
served: 

(a) The complainant is— 
Honeywell International Inc., 101 

Columbia Road, Morristown, New 
Jersey 07960. 
(b) The respondents are the following 

entities alleged to be in violation of 
section 337, and are the parties upon 
which the complaint is to be served: 
Alpine Electronics, Inc., 1–1–8 Nishi- 

Gotanda, Shinagawa-ku, Tokyo 141– 
8501, Japan 

Alpine Electronics of America, Inc., 
19145 Gramercy Place, Torrance, 
California 90501 

Denso Corporation, 1–1, Showa-cho, 
Kariya, Aichi 448–8661, Japan 

Denso International America, Inc., 
24777 Denso Drive, P.O. Box 5047, 
Southfield, Michigan 48086–5047 

Pioneer Corporation, 1–4–1 Meguro, 
Meguro-ku, Tokyo 153–8654, Japan 

Pioneer Electronics (USA) Inc., 2255 E. 
220th Street, Long Beach, California 
90810 

Kenwood Corporation, 2967–3, 
Ishikawa-machi, Hachioji-shi, Tokyo 
192–8525, Japan 

Kenwood USA Corporation, 2201 E. 
Dominguez Street, Long Beach, 
California 90810 

(c) The Commission investigative 
attorney, party to this investigation, is 
Bryan F. Moore, Esq., Office of Unfair 
Import Investigations, U.S. International 
Trade Commission, 500 E Street, SW., 
Suite 401, Washington, DC 20436; and 

(3) For the investigation so instituted, 
Paul J. Luckern, Chief Administrative 
Law Judge, U.S. International Trade 
Commission, shall designate the 
presiding Administrative Law Judge. 

Responses to the complaint and the 
notice of investigation must be 
submitted by the named respondents in 
accordance with section 210.13 of the 
Commission’s Rules of Practice and 
Procedure, 19 CFR 210.13. Pursuant to 
19 CFR 201.16(d) and 210.13(a), such 
responses will be considered by the 
Commission if received not later than 20 
days after the date of service by the 
Commission of the complaint and the 
notice of investigation. Extensions of 
time for submitting responses to the 
complaint and the notice of 
investigation will not be granted unless 
good cause therefor is shown. 

Failure of a respondent to file a timely 
response to each allegation in the 
complaint and in this notice may be 
deemed to constitute a waiver of the 
right to appear and contest the 
allegations of the complaint and this 
notice, and to authorize the 
administrative law judge and the 
Commission, without further notice to 
the respondent, to find the facts to be as 
alleged in the complaint and this notice 
and to enter an initial determination 
and a final determination containing 
such findings, and may result in the 
issuance of an exclusion order or a cease 
and desist order or both directed against 
the respondent. 

By order of the Commission. 

Issued: September 15, 2008. 

Marilyn R. Abbott, 
Secretary to the Commission. 
[FR Doc. E8–22085 Filed 9–19–08; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 7020–02–P 
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NOTICE OF PREPARATION 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT/ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT 
FOR THE FRANKS TRACT PROJECT 

CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES 

To:  Responsible Agencies and Interested Parties 

The California Department of Water Resources (DWR) and Federal Bureau of Reclamation 
(Reclamation) propose to implement the Franks Tract Project to improve water quality and fisheries 
conditions in the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta (Delta). The project consists of constructing and 
operating a flow control facility in the Franks Tract Project area that would allow better management of 
hydrodynamic (flow) conditions to improve salinity levels and habitat conditions for fish species of 
concern in the central and south Delta. 

DWR, lead agency under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), and Reclamation, lead 
agency under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), have determined that an environmental 
impact statement/environmental impact report (EIS/EIR) will be prepared. Responsible and trustee 
agencies under CEQA may include the California Department of Fish and Game (DFG), Central Valley 
Flood Protection Board (formerly the Reclamation Board), Central Valley Regional Water Quality 
Control Board, and State Water Resources Control Board. 

DWR and Reclamation need to know your views regarding the scope and content of the environmental 
information in connection with the proposed project. Four public scoping meetings for this project will be 
held to receive public comments at the following times and locations: 

Date Time Location  

Monday, October 6, 2008 10:00 a.m.–noon Federal Building 
Cafeteria Conference Rooms C-1001 and C-1002 

2800 Cottage Way 
Sacramento, CA 94236 

Tuesday, October 7, 2008 6:00–8:30 p.m. Memorial Building 
610 St. Francis Way 
Rio Vista, CA 94571 

Wednesday, October 8, 2008 6:00–8:30 p.m. Contra Costa Library 
501 W. 18th Street 
Antioch, CA 94509 

Thursday, October 9, 2008 6:00–8:30 p.m. Stockton Memorial Civic Auditorium 
North Hall 

525 North Center Street 
Stockton, CA 95202 
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Notice of Preparation 

INTRODUCTION 

CEQA specifies that a public agency must prepare an EIR on any project that it proposes to carry out or 
approve that may have a significant direct or indirect impact on the environment (Public Resources 
Code Section 2100[a]). DWR, acting as the lead agency for CEQA compliance, and Reclamation, 
acting as the lead agency for NEPA compliance, have determined that the proposed project may have 
significant impacts on the environment and intend to prepare an EIS/EIR on the proposed project. 
This notice of preparation (NOP) was prepared pursuant to Section 15082 of the State CEQA 
Guidelines. In addition, on September 22, 2008, Reclamation published the notice of intent (NOI) in the 
Federal Register, consistent with NEPA requirements. CEQA requires only a 30-day public comment 
period; however, because NEPA requires that an NOI be available for public comment for 60 days, the 
public comment period for this NOP has been extended to 60 days. 

The purpose of the scoping process is to solicit early input from the public and from responsible, 
cooperating, and trustee agencies regarding the development of reasonable alternatives and potential 
environmental impacts to be addressed in the EIS/EIR for the Franks Tract Project. 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

The proposed Franks Tract Project involves constructing a new flow control facility in the Franks Tract 
Project area of the Delta (Exhibit 1). The new facility would provide DWR and Reclamation with the 
operational flexibility to better manage hydrodynamic (flow) conditions and salinity concentration in the 
central and south Delta and thereby improve water quality and fish habitat conditions. 

The Delta is the largest estuary on the west coast, providing essential habitat for hundreds of species of 
fish, wildlife, and plants. It provides water for a wide range of beneficial uses, including drinking water 
for millions of Californians, irrigation water for millions of acres of agricultural land, and spawning and 
rearing habitat for aquatic species. Over the past several decades, increasing demand for the Delta’s 
resources has increased conflict between the needs of water users and efforts to sustain the estuary’s 
aquatic ecosystem and support recovery of species listed under the California and Federal Endangered 
Species Acts. 

The increasing conflict between uses of the Delta heightens the continuing need to address water 
quality and protection of fish habitat. Water quality concerns in the Delta include concentrations of 
higher salinity water intruding into the central portion of the Delta. Concerns regarding fish protection 
include the effect of State Water Project (SWP) and Central Valley Project (CVP) operations on Delta 
hydrodynamics, which affect the distribution and presence of fish species of concern in the Delta. 
These species include delta smelt (Hypomesus transpacificus), longfin smelt (Spirinchus thaleichthys), 
and chinook salmon (Oncorhynchus tshawytscha), which are listed under the California and/or 
Federally Endangered Species Act. 

The CALFED Bay-Delta Authorization Act of 2004 (Public Law 108-361, Section 103) authorizes the 
Secretary of the Interior to carry out a feasibility study of possible actions. Specifically, Section 
103(f)(1)(C) of the act allows for funds to be expended for feasibility studies and actions near Franks 
Tract to improve water quality in the Delta. 

Section 103(d)(2)(B) of the act directs Reclamation to evaluate and implement improved operational 
procedures for the Delta Cross Channel to address fish and water quality concerns, directs 
Reclamation to evaluate a screened through-Delta conveyance facility on the Sacramento River, and 
enables funds to be expended on feasibility studies and actions at Franks Tract to improve water 
quality in the Delta. 
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Sources: CalWaters 2004, CaSIL 2001, EDAW 2008 

Franks Tract Project Vicinity Exhibit 1 
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On July 17, 2007, Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger directed DWR to take immediate action to improve 
conditions in the Delta, including helping to restore its natural habitat and protect delta smelt and other 
species. The Franks Tract Project is included among the governor’s immediate actions. 

PROJECT OBJECTIVES 

The overall purpose of the Franks Tract Project is to modify hydrodynamic conditions to protect and 
improve water quality in the central and south Delta, protect and enhance conditions for fish species of 
concern in the western and central Delta, and achieve greater operational flexibility for pump operations 
in the south Delta. Specifically, DWR and Reclamation have identified the following objectives for the 
project: 

1. Modify hydrodynamic conditions for fish species of concern, particularly delta smelt and longfin 
smelt, to positively influence their movement to areas that provide favorable habitat conditions. 

2. Improve operational flexibility of the SWP and CVP by: 

• protecting Delta fish resources, which can reduce curtailments in water exports; 

• reducing higher salinity water intrusion into the central and south Delta resulting from normal 
tidal influences, sea level rise, or catastrophic levee failures; and 

• protecting water quality during extended closures of the Delta Cross Channel; and 

3. Develop water quality and fish protection measures consistent with long-term planning efforts for 
the Delta. 

DWR and Reclamation have conducted a series of studies to evaluate the feasibility of modifying the 
hydrodynamic conditions near Franks Tract to improve Delta water quality and enhance the aquatic 
ecosystem. The results of these studies indicate that modifying the hydrodynamic conditions near 
Franks Tract may substantially reduce salinity levels in areas of the Delta and provide improved 
conditions for fish resources, including the precipitously declining populations of delta smelt. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE FRANKS TRACT PROJECT 

The Franks Tract Project involves installing and operating flow control gates on up to two Delta 
waterways to protect fish resources and reduce seawater salinity intrusion into the Delta. The two 
waterways are Threemile Slough and West False River. A flow control gate on one or both of these 
waterways would be implemented as part of the project (Exhibits 2–6). 

Four flow control gate locations on Threemile Slough are being considered: The first location is 
approximately 700 feet east of the State Route (SR) 160 bridge, the second location is approximately 
4,100 feet from the SR 160 bridge, the third location is approximately 8,600 feet north of the 
southwestern corner of Twitchell Island along Threemile Slough, and the fourth location is 
approximately 1,600 feet north of the southwestern corner of Twitchell Island along Threemile Slough. 
On West False River, only one flow control gate location is being considered. The location is 
approximately 1,800 feet east of the confluence with the San Joaquin River. Each of the alternative 
locations would have the following common components. 
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Sources: DWR 2008, adapted by EDAW 2008 

Threemile Slough Site 1 Exhibit 2 
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Sources: DWR 2008, adapted by EDAW 2008 

Threemile Slough Site 2 Exhibit 3 
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Sources: DWR 2008, adapted by EDAW 2008 

Threemile Slough Site 3 Exhibit 4 
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Sources: DWR 2008, adapted by EDAW 2008 

Threemile Slough Site 4 Exhibit 5 
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Sources: DWR 2008, adapted by EDAW 2008 

West False River Site Exhibit 6 
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FLOW CONTROL GATE 

The flow control structure would include a boat passage facility and gates covering the width of the river 
channel. It would be built to provide passage for commercial and recreation boats. Several gate design 
options are being considered. These gate options include bottom-hinged gates, side-hinged flap gates, 
butterfly gates, wicket gates, and radial gates. The height of the gates would range between 33 feet 
and 40 feet, depending on the channel bathymetry at each potential gate location. 

LEVEE-STRENGTHENING MATERIALS BORROW SITES 

If levees adjacent to the gate structure require strengthening, off-site earthen materials may need to be 
imported and used for levee improvements. Several potential borrow sites would be considered to 
provide mineral soils suitable for use as levee fill. The effect of excavating surface soils from these 
borrow sites will be discussed in the EIS/EIR, including potential effects on terrestrial biological 
resources, cultural or historic resources, noise and air emissions, and other topics associated with 
excavating, transporting, and distributing earthen materials for levee-strengthening needs. 

OTHER ON-SITE IMPROVEMENTS 

A control building would be constructed to house the operation and maintenance equipment. The 
building would also house control and electrical power systems for the facility. A road would be 
constructed to provide access. 

POTENTIAL ENVIRONMENTAL EFFECTS 

The EIS/EIR will evaluate the potential effects of installing and operating flow control gates on 
Threemile Slough and/or West False River, as well as the No-Project/No-Action Alternative. 
Reasonably foreseeable, direct, indirect, and cumulative effects will be analyzed. 

DELTA HYDRODYNAMIC CONDITIONS AND WATER QUALITY 

The project would directly affect the hydrodynamic characteristics and circulation of Delta waterways 
resulting from operation of flow control gate(s) on Threemile Slough and/or West False River. With 
changes to Delta hydrodynamic characteristics, Delta waterways could exhibit changes to salinity 
concentrations, as measured by electrical conductivity. Modifications to SWP and CVP operations and 
associated effects on Delta flows and water quality also will be evaluated. 

DELTA FISH AND AQUATIC RESOURCES 

Changes to Delta hydrodynamic characteristics and water quality would have both direct and indirect 
effects on the movement and habitat of several Delta fish species of concern, including delta smelt, 
longfin smelt, and chinook salmon. The EIS/EIR will evaluate the potential effects of changing 
hydrodynamic characteristics and water quality on the habitat of these fish species. 
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BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES 

The installation of the flow control gate(s) could directly affect both aquatic and terrestrial species found 
at the alternative gate locations. Installing gate foundations, establishing paved surfaces and structures, 
and placing earthen levee materials could result in temporary and/or permanent loss of habitat 
supporting special-status plant or wildlife species, wetlands, or aquatic species residing in the project 
area. 

BOATING AND NAVIGATION OF DELTA WATERWAYS 

Operation of the gate(s) could impede the movement and navigation of boats on Threemile Slough 
and/or West False River. Boat passage facilities would be installed to allow boat movement during 
periods when gates are operating. The EIS/EIR will evaluate potential effects of gate operations on 
navigation in these Delta waterways. 

OTHER RESOURCE AREAS 

Other resource areas to be addressed in the EIS/EIR include, but are not limited to: 

► Soils, Geology, and Seismicity 
► Drainage 
► Water Rights and Water Uses 
► Terrestrial Habitat 
► Cultural Resources 
► Paleontological Resources 
► Land Use  
► Population and Housing 
► Transportation and Circulation 

► Air Quality 
► Noise 
► Recreation 
► Visual Resources 
► Public Services and Utilities 
► Hazards and Hazardous Materials 
► Environmental Justice 
► Climate Change 
► Indian Trust Assets 

 
Comments on the NOP, comments from the public and agency scoping meetings, and further analyses 
may identify additional environmental resources to be evaluated. 

OPPORTUNITIES FOR PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

This notice is being made available to obtain suggestions and information from agencies and the public 
on the scope of issues and alternatives to be addressed in the EIS/EIR and to identify important issues 
raised by the public related to the development and implementation of the Franks Tract Project. 

DWR and Reclamation will seek public input on alternatives, concerns, and issues to be addressed in 
the EIS/EIR through a series of scoping meetings and a request for written comments. Interested 
parties are encouraged to provide comments on the NOP at the scoping meetings described below or 
to provide DWR with written comments. 
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SCOPING MEETINGS 

Four public scoping meetings for this project will be held to receive public comments at the following 
times and locations: 

Date Time Location  

Monday, October 6, 2008 10:00 a.m.–noon Federal Building 
Cafeteria Conference Rooms C-1001 and C-1002 

2800 Cottage Way 
Sacramento, CA 94236 

Tuesday, October 7, 2008 6:00–8:30 p.m. Memorial Building 
610 St. Francis Way 
Rio Vista, CA 94571 

Wednesday, October 8, 2008 6:00–8:30 p.m. Contra Costa Library 
501 W. 18th Street 
Antioch, CA 94509 

Thursday, October 9, 2008 6:00–8:30 p.m. Stockton Memorial Civic Auditorium 
North Hall 

525 North Center Street 
Stockton, CA 95202 

 

WRITTEN COMMENTS 

Written comments are invited from interested parties to ensure that the full range of issues related to 
the proposed project is identified. All comments received, including the names and addresses, will 
become part of the official administrative record and may be made available to the public. 

In accordance with State CEQA Guidelines Section 15082, responsible and trustee agencies should 
indicate their respective level of responsibility for the project to the lead agency. The State CEQA 
Guidelines further provide that within 30 days after receiving the NOP, each responsible and trustee 
agency shall provide the lead agency with specific detail about the scope, potentially significant 
environmental issues, reasonable alternatives, and mitigation measures related to the responsible or 
trustee agency’s area of statutory responsibility that will need to be explored in the EIR portion of the 
EIS/EIR (State CEQA Guidelines Section 15082[b][1][A]). As stated previously, the public comment 
period for this NOP has been extended to 60 days. 

Because of time limits mandated by State law, all written comments on the scope of the EIS/EIR must 
be received by DWR by 5:00 p.m. on November 21, 2008. Please send all written comments to: 

Mr. Ajay Goyal, Project Manager 
 California Department of Water Resources 

1416 Ninth Street, Room No. 252-18 
P.O. Box 942836 

Sacramento, CA 94236-0001 
E-mail: agoyal@water.ca.gov 
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FURTHER INFORMATION 

Further information regarding the forthcoming Franks Tract Project EIS/EIR can be obtained from the 
following DWR and Reclamation staff members and at the project Web site: 
http://baydeltaoffice.water.ca.gov/ndelta/frankstract/index.cfm. 

Mr. Ajay Goyal, Project Manager 
California Department of Water Resources 

1416 Ninth Street, Room No. 252-18 
P.O. Box 942836 

Sacramento, CA 94236-0001 

Telephone: (916) 651-9823 
E-mail: agoyal@water.ca.gov 

Ms. Sharon McHale, Project Manager  
Mid-Pacific Region 

U.S. Bureau of Reclamation 
2800 Cottage Way, MP-730 

Sacramento, CA 95825-1898 

Telephone: (916) 978-5086 
E-mail: smchale@mp.usbr.gov 
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FIRST NAME LAST NAME ORGANIZATION ADDRESS ADDRESS 2 CITY ST ZIP

LOUISE W. BEDSWORTH, PH.D.
BAY AREA AIR QUALITY MANAGEMENT 
DISTRICT 939 ELLIS STREET SAN FRANCISCO CA 94109

LAUREN HASTINGS CALIFORNIA BAY-DELTA AUTHORITY 650 CAPITOL MALL, 5TH FLR SACRAMENTO CA 95814
CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF FOOD AND 
AGRICULTURE 1220 N ST SACRAMENTO CA 95814
CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF PARKS 
AND RECREATION
OFFICE OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION 1416 NINTH ST ROOM 1442 SACRAMENTO CA 95814

PAT WESTON
CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF 
TRANSPORTATION 1120 N ST SACRAMENTO CA
CALIFORNIA PUBLIC UTILITIES 
COMMISSION 505 VAN NESS AVE SAN FRANCISCO CA 94102

KENNETH D. LANDAU CONTROL BOARD, CENTRAL VALLEY 11020 SUN CENTER DR SUITE 200 RANCHO CORDOVCA 95670
TERRY ROBERTS CALIFORNIA STATE CLEARING HOUSE 1400 10TH STREET ROOM 212 SACRAMENTO CA 95814

PAUL D. THAYER CALIFORNIA STATE LANDS COMMISSION 100 HOWE AVE 
SUITE 100 
SOUTH SACRAMENTO CA 95825

GREG WILSON CONTROL BOARD 1001 I STREET SACRAMENTO CA 95814

DAN S FUA
CENTRAL VALLEY FLOOD PROTECTION 
BOARD 3310 EL CAMINO AVE ROOM LL40 SACRAMENTO CA 95821

JIM JAKEL CITY OF ANTIOCH CITY HALL
THIRD & H 
STREETS ANTIOCH CA 94531

J. GORDON PALMER, JR. CITY OF STOCKTON 425 N EL DORADO STREET STOCKTON CA 95202
JOSEPH M. TANNER CITY OF VALLEJO 555 SANTA CLARA STREET VALLEJO CA 94590

DENNIS M. BERRY, AICP
CONTRA COSTA COUNTY COMMUNITY 
DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT 651 PINE STREET

4TH FLOOR
NORTH WING MARTINEZ CA 94553

JULIE BUEREN
CONTRA COSTA COUNTY DEPARTMENT 
OF PUBLIC WORKS 255 GLACIER DRIVE MARTINEZ CA 94553

LEAH ORLOFF CONTRA COSTA WATER DISTRICT 1331 CONCORD AVENUE CONCORD CA 94520
RICHARD DENTON CONTRA COSTA WATER DISTRICT 1331 CONCORD AVENUE CONCORD CA 94520

LINDA FIACK DELTA PROTECTION COMMISSION 14215 RIVER RD WALNUT GROVE CA 95690
DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION 801 K STREET MS 24-01 SACRAMENTO CA 95814

LUCIA BECERRA DEPT OF BOATING & WATERWAYS 2000 EVERGREEN ST SUITE 100 SACRAMENTO CA
SCOTT CANTRELL DFG 1416 NINTH ST ROOM 1342C SACRAMENTO CA 95814

NATIVE AMERICAN HERITAGE 
COMMISSION 916 CAPITOL MALL RM 364 SACRAMENTO CA 95814

BRUCE OPPENHEIM NMFS 650 CAPITOL MALL Suite 8-300 SACRAMENTO CA 95814

JOYCE HORIZUMI
SACRAMENTO COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF 
ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW AND 827 7TH STREET SACRAMENTO CA 95814

MIKE PENROSE
SACRAMENTO COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF 
TRANSPORTATION 906 G STREET SUITE 510 SACRAMENTO CA 95814
SACRAMENTO COUNTY PLANNING 
DEPARTMENT 827 7th ST ROOM 230 SACRAMENTO CA 95814

LARRY GREENE
SACRAMENTO METROPOLITAN AIR 
QUALITY MANAGEMENT DISTRICT 777 12TH STREET 3RD FLOOR SACRAMENTO CA 95814

DAVID B. OKITA, PE SOLANO COUNTY WATER AGENCY 6040 VACA STATION ROAD ELMIRA CA 95625
MICHAEL FINAN U S ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS 1325 J ST ROOM 1480 SACRAMENTO CA 95814

COMMANDING OFFIC US COAST GUARD 1 YERBA BUENA ISLAND SAN FRANCISCO CA 94130

U S COAST GUARD NAVIGATION CENTER 7323 TELEGRAPH RD ALEXANDRIA VA 22315
PETER JOHNSON USFWS 2800 COTTAGE WAY W-2606 SACRAMENTO CA 95825

DISTRICT OFFICE RECLAMATION DIST 341 18419 STATE HWY 160 RIO VISTA CA 94571

DEBBIE PHULPS BALMD - RD 2067 - DCC ENGINEERING P O BOX 929 WALNUT GROVE CA 95690

JIM MICHAELS
CA STATE PARKS
GOLD FIELDS DISTRICT 7806 FOLSOM-AUBURN RD FOLSOM CA 95630

DENNIS NUNN
RD 830 IRONHOUSE SANITARY DISTRCT 
Administrative Services Manager 450 WALNUT MEADOWS DR OAKLEY CA 94561

RECLAMATION DISTRICT NO 1601
2360 WEST TWITCHELL ISLAND 
RD RIO VISTA CA 94571

ANGELINA TANT RECLAMATION DISTRICT NO 2059 6080 BETHEL ISLAND RD BETHEL ISLAND CA 94511
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FIRST NAME LAST NAME ORGANIZATION ADDRESS ADDRESS 2 CITY ST ZIP

TONY ROSENTHAL 870 NICHOLAS CT BRENTWOOD CA 94513

ALFRED & 
CURT MEDDERS 17900 SHRMN IS E LV RD RIO VISTA CA 94571

ANDY CROWE 17924 S HWY 160 RIO VISTA CA 94571

PAT & BOB NOACK
17400 SHERMAN ISLAND EAST 
LEVEE RD RIO VISTA CA 94571

LAURA WRIGHT & JOE DAVI DW RAVEN 18164 SHERMAN ISLAND RD RIO VISTA CA 94571

MYRON & 
REBECCA CABRAL P O BOX 399 RIO VISTA CA 94571

DONALD & 
CHRISTINE COLVIN 1737 CR DR ISLETON CA 95641

VIC
SWANSON & SUE 
KATELEY 21 AMADOR CR  

(17124 E 
Sherman) RIO VISTA CA 94571

PAUL SOSONOWSKI 15 REBELO LN NOVATO CA 94947

KAREN & 
SMITH CUNNINGHAM P O BOX 513 CLAYTON CA 94517

CHARLES STRECKFUSS 344 LAUREL WY MILL VALLEY CA 94941

LEONARD HODGSON OUTRIGGER MARINA 741 EAST ST #240   WOODLAND CA 95776
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News for Immediate Release 
                                                                      September 22, 2008 
Contacts: 

- Ted Thomas, DWR Chief Information Officer, 916-653-9712 
- Lynnette Wirth, Public Affairs, U.S. Bureau of Reclamation, 916-978-5102 

 

Public Scoping Meetings Scheduled for Franks Tract Project  
 
Sacramento – The California Department of Water Resources (DWR) and the federal Bureau of 
Reclamation (Reclamation) announce four public scoping meetings for the Franks Tract Project. The 
purpose of the Franks Tract Project is to help improve the health of the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta.  
The October meetings are part of the Environmental Impact Statement/Environmental Impact Report 
(EIS/EIR) process. 
 
Meetings will be held: 
 

• Sacramento – Monday, October 6, 10 a.m. to Noon, Federal Building Cafeteria Conference Rooms 
C-1001 and C-1002, 2800 Cottage Way 

• Rio Vista – Tuesday, October 7, 6 to 8:30 p.m., Memorial Building, 610 St. Francis Way 
• Antioch – Wednesday, October 8, 6 to 8:30 p.m., Contra Costa Library, 510 W. 18th Street 
• Stockton – Thursday, October 9, 6 to 8:30 p.m., Stockton Civic Auditorium, North Hall, 525 North 

Center Street 
 
More information about these meetings or the Franks Tract Project is available on Reclamation’s Web site 
(http://www.usbr.gov/mp) and DWR’s Web site (http://baydeltaoffice.water.ca.gov/ndelta/frankstract). 
 
Written scoping comments on the project and EIS/EIR are due by Friday, November 21, 2008, to Ms. 
Sharon McHale, Reclamation Franks Tract Project Manager (916-978-5086, smchale@mp.usbr.gov) or to 
Mr. Ajay Goyal, DWR Franks Tract Project Manager (916-651-9823, agoyal@water.ca.gov).  

 
### 

   
The Department of Water Resources operates and maintains the State Water Project, provides dam safety and flood control and 
inspection services, assists local water districts in water management and water conservation planning, and plans for future 
statewide water needs. 

~~~ 

Reclamation is the largest wholesale water supplier and the second largest producer of hydroelectric power in the United States, 
with operations and facilities in the 17 western states. Its facilities also provide substantial flood control, recreation, and fish and 
wildlife benefits. Visit our Web site at http://www.usbr.gov. 

 

Joint Agency
News Release
9/22/08
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The California Department of Water Resources and U.S. Bureau of 
Reclamation propose to install gates in Threemile Slough or West False 
River, or both, to protect fish and to reduce salinity intrusion into the Delta. 
The two agencies must prepare an environmental report on the project. 
The public is invited to comment on the scope of the report at four public 
meetings: In Sacramento on Oct. 6; Rio Vista, Oct. 7; Antioch, Oct. 8; and 
Stockton, Oct. 9. Details can be found here.

Public invited to comment  
on scope of Franks Tract 

environmental reports

Can you name the six counties that share the 
Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta? There are four 
railroads in the Delta; can you name them? How 
many major reclaimed islands are there in the 
Delta? The answers to these questions and many 
other facts can be found in a handy pamphlet 
called Delta Facts. It also includes an easy-to-
read map. You can download a copy here.

Handy guide 
 has many answers 

  about the Delta

A California Water Plan Advisory Committee workshop on Agricultural 
Water Use Efficiency will be held on Thursday, Oct. 2, from 9 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. at the Center for Collaborative Policy in Sacramento, 815 S 
St.  The purpose of the workshop is to increase clarity in discussing 
agricultural water use efficiency (WUE), revise Ag WUE actions for the 
Water Plan Update 2009 Objectives, and update the Ag WUE regional 
management strategy.  Details are posted here. 

California Water Plan sets 
workshop on  

ag water conservation

The U.S. Climate Change Science Program and 
NASA have published a report that examines the 
computer-based decision support tools that many 
government agencies use to make predictions and 
forecasts in areas such as agricultural productivity, 
air quality, renewable energy resources, and water 
management. Read more. 
 

Report examines  
computer-based decision 
 tools in resource science

At its meeting today in Antioch the Delta Pro-
tection Commission will hear updates about 
the Bay Delta Conservation Plan, California 
Water Plan Update, and Delta Vision Strate-
gic Plan. It will also hear an update about the 
Department of Fish and Game’s use of dogs to 
detect invasive mussels. The meeting begins 
at 5:30 p.m. A meeting agenda and materials 
are posted here.

Officials to brief Delta panel 
on state programs  

at Antioch meeting today



 

Franks Tract Project 
 
Project Description:   
 
The Franks Tract Project is designed to protect fish resources and reduce 
seawater salinity intrusion into the Delta. The California Department of Water 
Resources (DWR) and U.S. Department of the Interior, Bureau of 
Reclamation (Reclamation) are evaluating installing operable gates to control 
the flow of water at key locations (Threemile Slough and/or West False River) 
to limit the entry of certain fish species of concern and higher salinity water 
into Franks Tract. In addition to improving water quality, the gates would limit 
migration of fish species of concern into the central and south Delta where 
their survival rates are reduced. By protecting fish resources, this project also 
would improve operational reliability of the State Water Project (SWP) and 
Central Valley Project (CVP) because curtailments in water exports (pumping 
restrictions) likely would be less frequent. 
 
The project gates would be operated seasonally and during certain hours of 
the day, depending on fisheries and tidal conditions. Boat passage facilities 
would be included to allow for passing of watercraft when the gates are in 
operation. The Franks Tract Project is consistent with ongoing planning efforts 
for the Delta to help balance competing uses and create a more sustainable 
system for the future. Preparation of a joint environmental impact 
report/environmental impact statement (EIR/EIS) for the project is underway, 
and public input is strongly encouraged. For more information, please visit: 
http://baydeltaoffice.water.ca.gov/ndelta/frankstract/index.cfm. 
 
Project Goals: 
 
1. Modify hydrodynamic conditions to protect fish species of concern, 

particularly delta smelt and longfin smelt. 
 

2. Improve operational flexibility of the SWP and CVP by protecting 
Delta fish resources; reducing higher salinity water intrusion resulting 
from normal tidal influences, sea level rise, or catastrophic levee 
failures; and protecting water quality during extended closures of the 
Delta Cross Channel. 

 

3. Develop water quality and fish protection measures consistent with 
long-term planning efforts. 

 
Schedule and Milestones: 
 
Fall 2008 – Scoping and public outreach to solicit input on project 
 
Spring 2009 – Draft EIR/EIS released for 45-day public comment period 
 
Fall 2009 – Final EIR/EIS released 
 
Fall 2009 – EIR certification and Record of Decision 
 
Winter 2010 – Issuance of regulatory approvals and permits 
 
Summer 2010 – Begin construction 

The Franks Tract Project seeks to 
improve conditions for fish species of 
concern

Franks Tract Project potential 
operable gate locations 

DWR and Reclamation are the lead 
agencies under CEQA and NEPA 
respectively 

For more information, contact: 
 
Ajay Goyal  
DWR Project Manager 
agoyal@water.ca.gov 
(916) 651-9823 
Department of Water 
Resources 
PO Box 942836 
Sacramento, CA 94236 
 

Sharon McHale 
Reclamation Project Manager 
smchale@mp.usbr.gov  
(916) 978-5086 
Bureau of Reclamation 
2800 Cottage Way 
Sacramento, CA 95825 

August 2008 

Notice Posted in
Project Area
10/01/08



 
 

 
Franks Tract Project 

Public Scoping Meeting Schedule 
Fall 2008  

 
 
 

October 6  10 am – noon  Sacramento 
 Federal Building Cafeteria  

Conference Rooms C-1001 and C-1002 
2800 Cottage Way 
 

 
October 7 6 pm – 8:30 pm Rio Vista 
 Memorial Building 
 610 St. Francis Way 
  
 
October 8 6 pm – 8:30 pm Antioch 

Contra Costa Library 
 501 W. 18th Street 
  
 
October 9 6 pm – 8:30 pm Stockton 

Stockton Memorial Civic Auditorium 
North Hall 

 525 North Center Street 
 
 

http://www.water.ca.gov/frankstract/ 

Notice Posted in
Project Area
10/01/08



SEPTEMBER 2008

FRANKS TRACT PROJECT
NEWS UPDATE 1Greetings!

We are pleased to share with you this first news update for the Franks Tract Project 
and to invite you to participate in the public input process. 

The Franks Tract Project is one of several actions being proposed to improve the 
health of the Delta ecosystem and the operational reliability of State and Federal 
water projects. The project is proposed to protect fish resources, particularly species 
of concern, such as the delta smelt and longfin smelt, and to reduce seawater salinity 
intrusion into the Delta. The project involves installing operable gates to control the 
flow of water at key locations (Threemile Slough and/or West False River) to limit the 
movement of these fish species and higher salinity water into Franks Tract during 
certain times of the year. 

We are currently conducting surveys of recreational usage in local waterways and 
reaching out for public input on the project. We encourage you to attend one of the 
upcoming public scoping meetings, which are scheduled for October 6 in Sacramento 
and October 7, 8, and 9, 2008, in the Delta. (Please see back for details.)  
We look forward to seeing you, 

The Franks Tract Project Team       

October 6, 2008 
10 a.m. - noon 
Sacramento

October 7, 2008 
6 - 8:30 p.m. 
Rio Vista

October 8, 2008 
6 - 8:30 p.m. 
Antioch

October 9, 2008 
6 - 8:30 p.m. 
Stockton

FRANKS TRACT PROJECT - PUBLIC SCOPING MEETINGS



PROJECT HISTORY

FROM FLOODED ISLANDS STUDY TO 
THE FRANKS TRACT PROJECT 

The CALFED Record of Decision (August 
2000) identified Franks Tract as the 
location of one of 600 programmatic 

Ecosystem Restoration Program (ERP) actions. The 
action described for Franks Tract was intended to 
provide improvements in ecosystem restoration, 
recreation, and Delta water quality.

DWR, under CALFED funding, carried out a 
feasibility study of the ecosystem and water quality 
benefits associated with restoration of Franks Tract, 
Big Break, and Lower Sherman Lake. This study 
investigated several alternative strategies to benefit 
water quality (e.g., reducing salt trapping and mixing), 
the ecosystem (e.g., increasing habitat values for 
fish and wildlife, including protected species, and 
inhibiting invasive plants), and recreation (e.g., 
retaining boat access, maintaining sport fisheries, 
improving amenities). The analysis performed for the 
Flooded Islands Pre-Feasibility Study Report (June 
2005) resulted in the identification of four alternatives 
that involved installing operable gates in certain 
river channel(s), restoring levees, or implementing a 
combination of gates and levees. 

Using their knowledge of Delta hydrodynamics and 
how seawater moves into the Delta, DWR modelers 
looked into a new alternative that involves installing 
an operable gate in Threemile Slough. Threemile 
Slough, located northwest of Franks Tract, connects 

two major waterways in the western Delta: the 
Sacramento and San Joaquin Rivers. The gate in 
Threemile Slough could be operated to increase 
net flows in the San Joaquin River, resulting in 
reduced seawater movement into the central and 
south Delta. In addition, the gate 
could be operated to enhance 
conditions for fisheries. 
The Franks Tract 
Project team evaluated 
and added this new 
alternative in 2007.

A Value Engineering Team composed of fish, 
environmental, engineering, and construction experts 
(2007) evaluated these operable gate and levee 
alternatives and recommended further evaluation 
of the alternatives involving installation of operable 
gates in Threemile Slough and/or West False River. 

PURPOSE & FUNCTION OF THE GATES
The proposed gates would be operated to reduce 
movement of seawater into the central and south 
Delta and to positively influence the movement of 
sensitive fish species (e.g., delta smelt) to areas in 
the west Delta and Suisun Bay/Marsh that provide 
favorable habitat conditions at certain times of the 
year. By improving water quality and providing 
enhanced conditions for sensitive fish resources, 
this project could increase operational reliability of 
the State Water Project and Central Valley Project 
because curtailments (pumping restrictions) in water 
exports may be less frequent.

PLANNING THE DELTA’S FUTURE  
There are several large-scale planning efforts
underway in the Delta, including Delta Vision  
(http://deltavision.ca.gov) and the Bay Delta
Conservation Plan development  
(http://www.water.ca.gov/deltainit/bdcp.cfm).

The Franks Tract Project is one of several interim 
actions (http://www.water.ca.gov/deltainit/action.
cfm) to address fish and water quality concerns in 
the near future. It would be consistent with longer 
term planning efforts for the Delta to help balance 
competing uses and create a more sustainable 
system for the future.

Recreation surveys are documenting boat traffic in Threemile Slough 
and West False River to understand potential impacts on recreational 
users.



The proposed gates would be operated seasonally and during certain hours of the day, depending on fish and 
tidal conditions. Several gate designs are being considered. Boat passage facilities would be included to allow 
for passing of watercraft when the gates are in operation. 

GATE EXAMPLES

SCHEDULE & MILESTONES

Preparation of a joint environmental impact 
statement/environmental impact report (EIS/EIR) 
for the project is underway, and public input is 
strongly encouraged. 

Fall 2008 
Scoping and public outreach to solicit input 
on the project*
Spring 2009
Draft EIS/EIR released for 45-day public  
comment period*
Fall 2009 
Final EIS/EIR released* 
EIR certification and Record of Decision

Winter 2010 
Issuance of regulatory approvals and permits

Summer 2010 
Construction to begin

* Public participation opportunity

PROJECT GOALS

Modify hydrodynamic conditions 
to protect fish species of concern, 
particularly delta smelt and longfin 
smelt.

Improve operational flexibility of the 
State Water Project and the Central 
Valley Project by protecting Delta 
fish resources; reducing higher 
salinity water intrusion resulting from 
normal tidal influences, sea level 
rise, or catastrophic levee failures; 
and protecting water quality during 
extended closures of the Delta Cross 
Channel.

Develop water quality and fish 
protection measures consistent with 
long-term planning efforts.

1

2

3

The existing radial gate at Suisun 
Marsh with boat passage facility

A conceptual design of proposed gates 
for South Delta Improvement Plan

Bottom-hinged gate example



                   Department of Water Resources
                   PO Box 942836
                   Sacramento, CA 94236

                                Bureau of Reclamation
                                2800 Cottage Way
                                Sacramento, CA 95825

Project Contact DWR Media Contact Project Contact Reclamation Media Contact
Ajay Goyal 
DWR Project Manager
agoyal@water.ca.gov
(916) 651-9823

Amy Norris 
DWR Media and 
Public Information Office 
anorris@water.ca.gov
(916) 654-3755

Sharon McHale
Reclamation Project Manager
smchale@mp.usbr.gov 
(916) 978-5086

Lynnette Wirth
Mid-Pacific Region 
Public Affairs Office
lwirth@mp.usbr.gov
(916) 978-5102

Please e-mail or call us or sign up on our Web site if you would like to be on the mailing list to receive future updates.  
For more information, please visit: http://baydeltaoffice.water.ca.gov/ndelta/frankstract/index.cfm.

Ajay Goyal 
Department of 
Water Resources
PO Box 942836
Sacramento, CA 94236

LOCATIONS OF  PUBLIC SCOPING MEETINGS

street map

October 7, 2008
6 - 8:30 p.m. 
Memorial Building 
610 St. Francis Way 
Rio Vista, CA 94571

October 8, 2008
6 - 8:30 p.m. 
Contra Costa Library  
501 W. 18th Street 
Antioch, CA 94509

October 9, 2008 
6 - 8:30 p.m. 
Stockton Memorial Civic 
Auditorium, North Hall
525 North Center Street 
Stockton, CA 95202

October 6, 2008
10 a.m. - noon 
Federal Building  
Cafeteria Conf. Rooms 
C-1001 & C-1002   
2800 Cottage Way   
Sacramento, CA 94236

Printed on recycled paper
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The California Department of Water Resources and U.S. Bureau of Reclama-
tion propose to install gates in Threemile Slough or West False River, or both, to 
protect fish and to reduce salinity intrusion into the Delta. The two agencies must 
prepare an environmental report on the project. The public is invited to comment 
on the scope of the report at four public meetings: In Sacramento on Oct. 6; Rio 
Vista, Oct. 7; Antioch, Oct. 8; and Stockton, Oct. 9. Details can be found here.

Public invited to comment  
on scope of Franks Tract 

environmental report

Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger on Tuesday signed SB 27 requir-
ing the Office of Emergency Services to establish an interagen-
cy Multi-Hazard Coordination Task Force that would develop 
an emergency response strategy for the Delta. He also signed 
three other water bills and OK’d an $842 million appropriation 
(SBx2.1) that will help water agencies address the current drought 
and help invest in water supply reliability. Read more. 

Governor signs bill for Delta 
emergency response; OKs 
$842 million for drought

The California State Grange will hold a Water Sympo-
sium on the California Delta at 1:30 p.m. on Wednesday, 
Oct. 15. It will be held as part of the annual State Grange 
convention in Sacramento. Among those scheduled to 
speak are Rita Schmidt Sudman of the Water Educa-
tion Foundation; Keith Coolidge, deputy director of the 
CALFED Bay Delta Program; Jason Peltier, chief deputy 
director of Westlands Water District; Zeke Grader, execu-
tive director of the Pacific Coast Federation of Fisher-
men’s Associations; and Mike Robinson, a Delta farmer and chairman of the San 
Joaquin County Farm Bureau Delta Committee. You can find more information on 
the Grange Web site.

State Grange schedules 
Delta symposium  

for Oct. 15 in Sacramento

The Lower Yolo Bypass Planning Forum will hold its third meeting on Oct. 7.  The 
panel will finalize its charter and operating rules, and discuss these issues: The 
history and effect of the Deepwater Ship Channel on the Bypass as a flood con-
veyance facility; state-of-the-science topographic data; and hydrologic modeling 
tools used for the Bypass. The meeting agenda, location, and project background 
information can be found online here. 

Lower Yolo Bypass panel 
will meet Oct. 7  

to OK charter, rules

The Department of Water Resources Flood Operations Center will host two Preseason 
Flood Coordination Meetings -- Oct. 15 in Sacramento and Oct. 16 in Stockton -- for wa-
ter managers, emergency responders, and managers that deal with flood preparedness 
and response. The meetings will include an overview of weather conditions and a Flood 
Operations Center update. For more information contact Wendy Stewart at wstewart@
water.ca.gov or (916) 574-2619. Or see the agenda here. 

DWR flood center sets 
 coordinating sessions 

 in Sacramento, Stockton
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YOUR SPACE
O fficialsof theNationalMerit ScholarshipCorp. recently

announced the names of about 16,000 semifinalists in
its annual scholarship program. These seniors have an
opportunity to continue in the competition for 8,200 na-
tionalMerit Scholarshipsworthmore than$35million.
Among the semifinalists are four students fromElkGrove
high schools –Brandon Thai of FranklinHigh School,
Rachel Rivas of Laguna CreekHigh School,KellyWong of
Monterey TrailHigh School andMatthewVaca of Pleasant
GroveHigh School.Christophe Anslinger of Galt Union
High School was also a semifinalist.

ArmyPvt.BoC.Wegner has graduated from Infantry-
manOne StationUnit Training at Fort Benning, Colum-
bus, Ga.
The training consists of basic infantry training and ad-

vanced individual training. During the nineweeks of basic
combat training, the soldier received training in drill and
ceremonies,weapons employment,map reading, tactics,
military courtesy,military justice, physical fitness, first aid
skills andArmy history, core values and traditions. The
advanced individual training course is designed to train
infantry soldiers to perform reconnaissance; employ, fire
and recover anti-personnel and anti-tankmines; locate and
neutralize landmines and operate target and sight equip-
ment; operate andmaintain communications equipment
and radio networks; construct field firing aids for infantry

weapons; and perform infantry combat
exercises and battle drills, which includes
survival procedures in a nuclear, biological
or chemical contaminated area.Wegner is
the son ofGeneWegner of Elk Grove.

Air Force AirmanCid R. Bartolomehas
graduated frombasicmilitary training at
LacklandAir Force Base in SanAntonio.
During the sixweeks of training, the

airman studied theAir Forcemission, orga-
nization andmilitary customs and courte-

sies; performed drill and ceremonymarches, and received
physical training, riflemarksmanship, field training exer-
cises and special training in human relations.He is the son
ofConrado Bartolome Jr. of ElkGrove.

EVENT
What: Elk Grove Giant Pumpkin and Harvest Festival
Where: Elk Grove Regional Park, 9950 Elk Grove Florin Road,
Elk Grove
When: 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Saturday and Sunday
Cost: Free admission with a $5 charge for parking
More information:www.yourcsd.com or (916) 405-5300.

SATURDAYSCHEDULE
7 a.m. Check-in for giant pumpkin and produce weigh-off
9 a.m. Check-in for scarecrow contest
9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Giant pumpkin and produce weigh-off
10 a.m. Judging for scarecrow contest
4 p.m. Awards for weigh-off

ENTERTAINMENTSCHEDULE
The Party Platform Stage
10:30 a.m. Elk Grove Swing Time Orchestra
2 p.m. Alameda All Stars
FreedomStage
11:30 a.m. Magician Dennis Loomis
12:15 p.m. Chinese lion dance
12:45 p.m. “Uncle Sam Says” contest
1:30 p.m. Magician Dennis Loomis
2:15 p.m. Chinese lion dance
2:45 p.m. “Uncle Sam Says” Contest
3 p.m. Christopher Yates’ variety act

SUNDAY
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Car show
10 a.m. Pumpkin boat building
10 a.m. SacBeeMomsClub.com pumpkin recipe contest finals
Noon Pumpkin Regatta
1 p.m. Encore Dance Studio
1:30 p.m. SacBeeMomsClub.com pumpkin recipe contest awards
2 p.m. Scarecrow contest awards
3 p.m. Pumpkin Regatta awards

ENTERTAINMENTSCHEDULE
The Party Platform Stage
10:30 a.m. Sidetracked
2 p.m. Solsa
FreedomStage
11 a.m. Claddagh Dance Company
11:45 a.m. Elk Grove Hoedowners
12:30 p.m. “Uncle Sam Says” contest
1 p.m. Claddagh Dance Company
2 p.m. Fenix Drum and Dance Co.
3 p.m. Claddagh Dance Company

Goodbye, Elk Grove section

I f this letter is printed, it is Oct. 2 and in the last issue of the
ElkGrove sectionofTheBee.
Thursdaymorning’sBeewas alwaysa treat becausewegot

toreadwhat “scoop”columnistBobWalterhad forus just left
ofwhatbig-citynews storymade theheadline.
Over the years, we have had some excellent reporters we

have come to know by name, whether it be Sandy Louey at
Cosumnes Community Services District meetings, Melissa
Nix at Elk Grove Unified School District board meetings or
LorettaKalbbravingElkGroveandGalt councilmeetings.
However, the journalistic treasure through it all has been

editor Diana Lambert. Just when Diana brought back the
“Political Watch” column, in an election year with the local
races causing people to sit up and take notice, we are losing
herspecial insight justweeksbeforewevoteandwenowhave
to say good bye. But before doing so, thank you, Elk Grove
bureau, for your professionalism, your journalistic integrity,
for caring about our community, reporting the tough stories
while never losing sight of the human factor that came with
anedition thatwas about ourhome.

– Constance V. Conley
ElkGrove

ByMelissaNix
mnix@sacbee.com

Inagesture thatbodeswell
for retail, Red Wing Shoes,
manufacturer of work boots
since 1905, is refurbishing its
store in the Laguna Gateway
shopping center, next door to
BebeSalon.
The company sells 250

styles of boots tailored for a
variety of industries.
RedWing has a distinctive

customer service approach,
said Peter Engel, the compa-
ny’s director of marketing
andcommunications.
“First thing we’ll do, we’ll

ask you what your job is and
whatdoyoudo (onthat job),”
Engel said.
For example, Engel said, if

you are working on a sky-
scraper, youwanta shoewith
a wedge sole, not a defined
heel that could catch on the
edgeof thebeam.Andelectri-
ciansdon’twant anymetal in
their shoes, he said.
“Next, we’ll sit down and

measure your feet. Say you
have one foot that is a 9 and
the other a 9 1/2, we can actu-
ally sell you a pair of mis-
matched shoes. Then we’ll
ask youwhat yourbudget is.”
Red Wing has shoes from

$90 to $270. “We fit your job,

fit your feet and fit your bud-
get,” he said.
Engel saidRedWing is one

of the last remaining foot-
wear manufacturers that
makes its product in the
United States. Three facto-
ries, inPotosi,Mo.,RedWing,
Minn., andDanville, Ky., pro-
duce2millionpairsannually.

Visit Wilton pumpkin patch
Brian Myers, Elk Grove

UnifiedSchoolDistrict board
president and a deputy dis-
trict attorney for Sacramento
County, ismulti-talented.
In addition to his duties to

the board and the county, he
manages a successful pump-
kinpatch inWilton.
Thisyear,hegrewabout80

pumpkins, 20 of which have
already been sold, he said.
Prices range from$25 to$40.
Myers says his round

pumpkinsareperfectforcarv-
ing, “porch-sitting” or just for
garnering the admiration of
yourneighbors.
Togetyourgreatpumpkin,

visit the patch at 9376 Mon-
tevideo Drive in Wilton. Call
Myers at (916) 505-7180 or
e-mailwiltonca@aol.com.

Call The Bee’sMelissaNix,
(916) 478-2653.

The California Department of Water Resources
and Federal Bureau of Reclamation are proposing
the Franks Tract Project to protect �sh resources
and to reduce seawater intrusion into the Delta.
The project proposes installation of operable gates
in Threemile Slough and/or West False River.
Public scoping meetings to provide input on the
content of the EIS/EIR will be held on:
October 6 at 10am in Sacramento
2800 Cottage Way, Federal Building Cafeteria
Conference Rooms C-1001 & C-1002
October 7 at 6pm in Rio Vista
610 St. Francis Way, Memorial Building
October 8 at 6pm in Antioch
501 W. 18th Street, Contra Costa Library
October 9 at 6pm in Stockton, 525 North Center
Street, Stockton Memorial Auditorium, North Hall

For more information, please visit:
http://www.water.ca.gov/frankstract/

Franks Tract Project
Scoping Meetings in the Delta

Peter Glasier of Napa won
bragging rights when he
weighed in his 1,545.5-pound
orb last year. His winning
entry set anewstate record.

Staby said part of the uncer-
tainty for growers is whether
their pumpkins will collapse
or crack before they are taken
outof the field.

“It’salwaysdowntothewire
for the growers,” she said.

But this year, recent cool
weather could mean huge
pumpkins, saidBrianMyers, a

Wilton pumpkin grower. He
says thepublicmay see entries
in the 1,400-pound range.
Another fun feature of the

festival is the Pumpkin Re-
gatta inwhichpumpkin lovers
paddle giant orbs across
StraussLake. Itmade itsdebut
at the festival last year.
To give the giant pumpkin

growersa little timetoprepare
and build their boats, the
regattawasmovedfromSatur-
day to Sunday, Staby said.

Call The Bee’s SandyLouey,
(916) 478-2654.

FROM PAGE F1

PAUL KITAGAKI JR. Sacramento Bee file, 2007

Pete and Cindi Glasier of Napa cheer as their gourd sets a state record.
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Donate Your Vehicle

1-866-600-WISH
1-866-600-9474

Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation

Your tax deductible donation of a car,
boat or RV can come true
for a local Bay Area child with a life
threatening illness.

Our dogs want your old car.
Donate your running, non-running or
scrap car to help shelter animals
and receive a tax deduction.

For details call
1.408.985.GIVE (4483) or visit
www.CarsForCharities.com

1.877.700.GIVE (4483) or visit

Annual Customer
Appreciation Day

For directions and store hours visit our website at www.just-trains.com

Storewide
Storewide

Sale!
Sale!

5650-H Imhoff Dr., Concord
(925) 685-6566

Sunday • Oct. 5th • 10-4
Manufacturer’s Reps • Food • Fun For All

Operating Layouts

The California Department of Water Resources
and Federal Bureau of Reclamation are proposing
the Franks Tract Project to protect �sh resources
and to reduce seawater intrusion into the Delta.
The project proposes installation of operable gates
in Threemile Slough and/or West False River.

Public scoping meetings to provide input on the
content of the EIS/EIR will be held on:

October 6 at 10am in Sacramento
2800 Cottage Way, Federal Building Cafeteria
Conference Rooms C-1001 & C-1002

October 7 at 6pm in Rio Vista
610 St. Francis Way, Memorial Building

October 8 at 6pm in Antioch
501 W. 18th Street, Contra Costa Library

October 9 at 6pm in Stockton, 525 North Center
Street, Stockton Memorial Auditorium, North Hall

For more information, please visit:

http://baydeltaof�ce.water.ca.gov/ndelta/frankstract

Franks Tract Project
Scoping Meetings in the Delta

Federally insured by NCUA

30 year fixed-rate FHA loan

6.625%Rate /7.058%APR1

0 points, 3% down

Patelco Credit Union
has plenty to lend, plus:

purchase• money loans
up to 97% loan-to-value

fixed-rate loans for up to 40 years•

adjustable-rate loans with even lower•
intro rates

jumbo loans up to $1,000,000•
apply today or call one of Patelco’s free
Home Loan Consultants for current rates and information
800.358.8228 or www.patelco.org/homeloans

Patelco’s very affordable fixed-rate mortgage.
no points. no problem.

1 Fixed mortgage rate example as of 9/08/08, loan amount $417,000, principal and interest payment $2,670.10, Private
mortgage insurance $172.89, total monthly mortgage payment $2,842.99. Rate shown at 97% loan to value and does not
include standard closing costs. Your rate may be different than what is shown.
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Britney Spears is unload-
ing her six-bedroom, six-bath-
room Studio City home for 
$7.9 million, a Spears rep told
Us Weekly’s Web site maga-
zine.com. The sale was first
reported in the Los Angeles 
Times.

Wow — $7.9 million. It’s
just another indication how
one can’t go wrong investing 
in California real estate.

The gated, Italian Renais-
sance-inspired villa has about
7,500 square feet and features 
a wet bar, a library, a den, 
high ceilings and stone and 
mosaic tile floors. The master 
bedroom has a fireplace and a 
loggia. (Not Robert Loggia.)

The pad also comes com-
plete with a pool, spa, arbor 
and three garages. And, the 
rep stressed, all the Burger 
King wrappers and Starbucks 
cups have been cleaned up.

In other exciting news of
the Spears clan, Britney’s 
mom, Lynne Spears, is speak-
ing out about the media’s
hypocrisy embracing the 
pregnancy of Bristol Palin, 
17-year-old daughter of John
McCain running mate Sarah
Palin, while criticizing the 
pregnancy of her 17-year-old
daughter, Jamie Lynn.

Just for the record, we hate 
our hypocrisy.

Lynne wasn’t very happy 
when it was revealed Jamie 
Lynn was with child last year,
but Palin is getting a pass, she 
told Newsweek. “It’s a totally
different reaction. It’s as if 
(Sarah Palin) became cel-
ebrated. I mean, the mother, 
Palin, was celebrated for this.
Every woman in the world
has applauded her strength 
and her convictions, and poor 
little old Jamie Lynn — you
saw how she was crucified.  …
I just feel like it’s been a very
hypocritical situation.”

And since we’re here, 
Hugh Hefner told OK! maga-
zine that, should 44-year-old 
Palin lose the November
election, he wants her to pose 
naked in Playboy magazine.

“Palin would make a great
centerfold,” said Hefner, still 
the greatest man who’s ever 
lived, even if he doesn’t real-
ize he’s talking about a po-
tential world leader. “I don’t 
know what it is, but there’s 

something about a really
sexy-looking woman wearing 
glasses. Imagine what she’s 
like when those glasses come 
off. It would be a new defini-
tion of the word ‘vice’ in vice 
president.”

Old people are cute.
HULK JR. BREAKS OUT

EARLY: Thanks to his good
behavior behind bars, Hulk
Hogan’s son Nick Bollea is
being released from jail three 
months early, according to 
Entertainment Tonight.

He is due to be released 
Oct. 21 from jail in Clearwa-
ter, Fla.

Bollea, 18, was serving
eight months in jail after
pleading no contest to reck-
less driving charges stemming 
from an August 2007 crash
that left his best friend, John 
Graziano, in critical condition.

O’BRIEN BACK TO 
REHAB: Today’s celebrity 
rehab check-in is TV host Pat
O’Brien, back for the second

time this year in a bid to kick 
his alcohol addictions.

According to PerezHilton.
com, the 60-year-old is seek-
ing help at an undisclosed 
location, just days after he 
was fired as co-presenter of
celebrity news show “The 
Insider.”

BESIDES THIS COL-
UMN, WHY PEOPLE THINK 
REPORTERS ARE STUPID: 
At the United Nations on 
Wednesday to discuss a nu-
clear test ban treaty, Michael 
Douglas had to field questions 
about the financial turmoil 
shaking world markets from 
reporters recalling his role in 
the 1987 film “Wall Street.”

At a news conference, the 
actor urged the United States
and eight other holdout na-
tions to ratify a nuclear test 
ban treaty. Douglas won an 
Academy Award for portray-
ing rapacious banker Gordon 
Gekko, who said “greed is 
good.”

After world leaders
condemned the “boundless 
greed” of world markets,
Douglas was asked to com-
pare nuclear Armageddon
with the “financial Arma-
geddon on Wall Street.” A 
reporter asked, “Are you
saying, Gordon, that greed is 
not good?”

“I’m not saying that,”
Douglas replied. “And my
name is not Gordon. He’s a
character I played 20 years
ago.”

HIS SHARK IS JUMPED: 
Ted McGinley has been as-
sociated with the downfall 
of television shows on which 
he joined the cast. But he 
didn’t last long enough to jinx
“Dancing with the Stars.”

The actor and his profes-
sional partner, Inna Brayer, 
were eliminated Wednesday
from the seventh season of
ABC’s dancing competition.
He was the second celebrity
to be dismissed, following
comedian Jeffrey Ross on
Tuesday.

Today’s People Column was
compiled by Tony Hicks and
Vicki Walker from news
service reports. Comments?
Write to us c/o the Times, P.O. 
Box 8099, Walnut Creek, CA
94596-8099. Or call 925-943-
8262, fax 925-943-8265, or
e-mail thicks@bayareanews-
group.com.

Buy Spears’
L.A. home
for $7.9M

Cold early morning
Bright shining stars over-

head
Pick up newspaper.

— haiku, Virginia Larson,
San Ramon

Dear Gary:
We live in Concord on a

hillside off Pine Hollow Road.
We have quite a bit of wildlife 
in our area.

Our latest visitor is a beau-
tiful gray fox. I’m sure he has 
helped with the gopher and
ground squirrel problems. We 
noticed him for the first time
last week. He seems to be 
making regular visits. I’m glad 
our only pet is an inside kitty.

Behind our house is a steep
hillside. Quail and many other
birds hang out there. Do you 
think the fox is interested in 
them? Yesterday afternoon 
they were eating wild bird 
seed side-by-side. He didn’t
try to attack them.

If the fox sees us, he just
looks up as if to say hello and
then goes about his business.

Is it normal for gray foxes
to be in this area?

Cathy, Concord
Dear Cathy:
Gray foxes are all over the 

Bay Area, but they’re usu-
ally shy. You’re lucky to have 
spotted that one.

Foxes love to have dinner
with quail and other birds,
ground squirrels, gophers, 
mice, snakes, lizards, berries, 
etc. Maybe he was already full 
of gophers when he saw the 
quail. Things could be differ-
ent the next time he encoun-
ters them.

Glad you’re enjoying your 
wild neighbors.

BEASTLY THINGS TO DO
n Animal Activist Train-

ing Class at Animal Place
sanctuary, 3448 Laguna Creek
Trail, Vacaville, 9 a.m.-noon 
Saturday (Sept. 27); $10 per 
person. An interactive and
informative training ses-
sion with facts about farmed
animals and tools on how you
can help. Learn effective letter
writing, legislation, tabling, 
leafleting, personal ways to 
help and more. Sanctuary
tour is included. Call 707-449-
4814 to sign up, or visit www.
animalplace.org and click
on Animal Activist Training
under Upcoming Events.

n Our second annual
Dress Up Your Pet Contest 
runs through Oct. 16. Send
us a photo of your dog, cat or 
other domestic animal in a 
pet-friendly costume.

Contest categories: Cute as 
a Button, Fame Becomes Me 
(best impersonation of a his-

torical figure or celebrity), Oh 
So Girlie, Macho Man, I’m So 
Ashamed (the more embar-
rassing, the better), Just Like 
Me (owner and pet should 
dress up in complementary
costumes) and Just Because
We Like It (if your pic doesn’t 
fit any other category).

Like last year, we’ll also
have a Reader’s Choice 
category, where you help
select the winner. Photos will 
be posted online at Con-
traCostaTimes.com/Living,
where readers can vote for 
the one they like best. Photos 
of all winners will run in the 
newspaper Oct. 27.

We can upload photos for
you, or you can upload them
yourself at ContraCostaT-
imes.com/Living. To be an 
official entry, you must send
us a copy of the photo, your
name, pet’s name, city and a 
daytime phone where you can 
be reached. Send entries to
atatko@bayareanewsgroup.
com (indicate if your photo 
is already uploaded), or to 
Contra Costa Times, P.O. 
Box 8099, Walnut Creek, CA
94596-8099. Entries must be 
received no later than 5 p.m. 
Oct. 16. Please include “Pet
Contest” in the subject line or 
on the envelope.

n Contra Costa Avian Soci-
ety’s monthly club meeting is 
Friday (Sept. 26), 7:30 p.m., at 
Contra Costa Water District, 
1331 Concord Ave., Concord. 
Shelley Parker will talk about 
“Avian Vocal Learning: Ex-
ploring Heterospecifi c Vocal
Mimicry in Cassin’s Finches.”

n Lemonade and Cookie 
Sale by 9-year-old Michaela 
and 6-year-old Miles Carbaat, 
noon-3 p.m. Saturday (Sept. 
27), Walnut Avenue and
Naranja Drive, Walnut Creek.
Sale proceeds benefit Ventana 
Wilderness Society’s Califor-
nia Condor Program. (The
lemonade is yummy!)

Find more Gary in his blog
at www.ibabuzz.com/gary-
bogue or write Gary, P.O. 
Box 8099, Walnut Creek, CA
94596-8099; old columns at
ContraCostaTimes.com, click
on Columns; e-mail garybug@
infionline.net.

Is it normal for gray
foxes to be in this area?

GARY BOGUE
Columnist
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SCIENTISTS AGREE that this is what happens to corn when you sing enough bad music
in its presence. For some reason, the image of former “American Idol” star David Archuleta
provides the design for the 13th annual Cornbelly’s Corn Maze and Pumpkin Fest on 
Wednesday in Lehi, Utah.

Milestones
Birthdays: Broadcast journalist Barbara Walters (79), Defense 
Secretary Robert Gates (65), actor-producer Michael Douglas (64), 
model Cheryl Tiegs (61), actor Mark Hamill (57), actor Michael 
Madsen (50), actress Heather Locklear (47), actress Aida Turturro 
(46), actor Tate Donovan (45), basketball player Scottie Pippen 
(43), actor Will Smith (40), actress Catherine Zeta-Jones (39), rock 
musician Mike Luce of Drowning Pool (37), rapper T.I. (28), singer 
Diana Ortiz of Dream (23).

CALIFORNIA LOTTERY

Mega Millions Friday’s estimated jackpot: $24 million
Tuesday, Sept. 23 draw ...9 32 34 43 52 Mega: 4

SuperLotto Plus Estimated jackpot: $29 million
Wednesday, Sept. 24 draw ....1 6 20 40 41 Mega: 18 Prizes Sept. 20 draw

Combo Winners Prize
Jackpot (all 6) 0 $27 million
5 of 5 7 $11,415
4 of 5 + Mega 19 $2,102
4 of 5 642 $103
3 of 5 + Mega 1,096 $54
3 of 5 27,082 $10
2 of 5 + Mega 14,747 $10
1 of 5 + Mega 74,691 $2
Mega only 117,483 $1

SuperLotto past draws

Sept. 20 12 23 33 37 44 Mega: 5

Sept. 17 19 26 27 40 47 Mega: 21

Sept. 13 6 13 19 21 41 Mega: 16

Lottery information
650-875-2200; 800-LOTTERY
Web: www.calottery.com

Fantasy 5 
Wednesday ......................................2 10 24 35 37

Daily 3
Early draw ........8 0 3
Late draw .........0 6 0

Daily Derby
Wednesday:

No. Horse Winning Time
1. 06 Whirl Win ......................................1:44.63
2. 11 Money Bags
3. 08 Gorgeous George

Daily 4
Wednesday ........8 0 9 4

Contra Costa Times
Tear Sheet 9/22/08



Tracy Press
Tear Sheet 9/24/08



River Herald
Tear Sheet 9/24/08
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Screen shots from the DWR Web site for the Franks Tract Project – http://www.water.ca.gov/frankstract  
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The gate option currently being considered is a bottom-hinged gate that can be raised and lowered 
when needed. When not in operation, it would lie � at on the channel bottom, which would allow boat 
passage over it. 

When the gate is up and in operation, a boat passage facility would allow the watercraft to pass.

PURPOSE & FUNCTION OF THE GATES

The proposed gates would be operated to ful� ll the 
following purposes: 

   Positively in� uence the movement of sensitive � sh species (e.g., delta 
smelt) to areas in the west Delta and Suisun Bay/Marsh. These areas provide 
favorable habitat conditions at certain times of the year. 

   Reduce the movement of seawater into the central and south Delta.

   Reduce higher salinity water intrusion into the Delta from tidal in� uences, 
storms, or catastrophic levee failures and help to protect water quality during 
extended closures of the Delta Cross Channel.

FRANKS TRACT PROJECT

WELCOME!

Thank you for joining us and participating in the planning process for the 
Franks Tract Project.

The Franks Tract Project is one of many interim efforts by the Department of 
Water Resources and the Bureau of Reclamation to help improve water quality 
and conditions for fi sh in the Franks Tract area. 

The proposed strategy includes installing one or more operable gates in 
Threemile Slough and/or West False River that will be consistent with any 
long-term strategic plan for the Delta.

This is at the beginning of the public scoping 
period, which is part of the environmental review 
process. We would appreciate your comments on the 
project.

1

2

3

By improving water quality and conditions for sensitive � sh resources, this 
project could increase operational reliability of the State Water Project and 
Central Valley Project.
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Photo: U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

Photo: California Department of Fish and Game

Photo: California Department 
of Fish and Game

Source: Baxter et al. 2008 (POD Update, January 2008)

Source: Baxter et al. 2008 (POD Update, January 2008)

Photo: California Department of 
Water Resources

Source: Baxter et al. 2008 (POD Update, January 2008)

STEELHEAD 
The steelhead is the anadromous (sea-run) form of rainbow trout, a salmonid species in-
digenous to western North America and the Paci� c coast of Asia. Recognized as a prized 
and sought-after game � sh, steelhead is also listed as a threatened species by the 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) National Marine Fisheries 
Service.

FRANKS TRACT PROJECT

DELTA FISH SPECIES OF CONCERN

Because these species collectively represent a diversity of life histories and environmental requirements, and because 
they are among the most sensitive to environmental change, fi ndings from assessments made for these species may 
provide information on potential effects of gate operations for these and other fi sh species using the Delta.

DELTA SMELT 
The delta smelt is a small, slender-bodied � sh with a typical 
adult length of 2–3 inches that is found only in the Sacra-
mento-San Joaquin Delta. Historically, it was one of the most 
common species in the Delta; however, the population declined 
dramatically in the early 1980s. The delta smelt was listed as 
a threatened species by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service in 

March 1993 and the California Department of Fish and Game in December 1993. 

LONGFIN SMELT (bottom � sh in photo) 
The long� n smelt is found in estuaries and lakes along the 
northern Paci� c coast of North America, in both saltwater 
and freshwater areas, typically in the middle or deeper 
parts of the water. Like delta smelt, it was once common in 
the Delta and is now much less so. Long� n smelt recently 
has been petitioned for listing under the California 
Endangered Species Act.

CHINOOK SALMON 
The Chinook salmon is the largest of the salmon species. It is found from northern 
Alaska to central California on the North American coast and on the east coast of Asia. 
The spawning populations in the Sacramento and San Joaquin Rivers are the southern-
most populations of the species, and the Sacramento River and its tributaries are the 
only system in the world that supports four separate races (runs) of Chinook that use 

the system for spawning year round: the fall, late-fall, winter, and spring runs. The San Joaquin River and its tributaries sup-
port a fall-run of Chinook salmon. The Sacramento River winter-run is listed as federally and state endangered; the Central 
Valley spring-run is listed as federally and state threatened; and the Central Valley fall-/late fall-run is considered a 
federal and state species of concern.

GREEN STURGEON 
The green sturgeon has roamed the Paci� c Ocean and select rivers on the west 
coast since the age of the dinosaurs, remaining almost unchanged in appearance for 
more than 200 million years. It is among the largest and longest living species found 
in freshwater, living up to 70 years, reaching lengths of more than 7 feet, and 

weighing up to 350 pounds. This ancient � sh historically migrated in huge numbers; however, its numbers are in decline and it 
is currently listed as a threatened species by the NOAA National Marine Fisheries Service.

Other Recreationally and Ecologically Important Fish Species

STRIPED BASS 
Originally introduced to the Delta in 1879, the nonnative, sea-run 
striped bass has long been one of California�s top-ranking sport � sh. 
About 300,000 sport anglers � sh for stripers in California each year. 
Estimated abundances of striped bass have generally been in decline 
since 2000.

SACRAMENTO SPLITTAIL  
The Sacramento splittail is a minnow that is found only in the Delta and Central Valley rivers. 
It lives in rivers and fresh to brackish waters, moving into shallow � ooded areas in the late win-
ter/spring to spawn on � ooded vegetation. The splittail was delisted from threatened status by 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service in 2003.
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PROJECT 
PLANNING

PUBLIC 
PARTICIPATION

SCOPING DRAFT EIS/EIR FINAL EIS/EIR IMPLEMENTATION

Public Web Site 

Identi� cation of Potential Site 
Locations
Evaluation of Gate Design Options
Geotechnical Investigations
Bathymetric Surveys 
(Study of Underwater Depth)
Evaluation of Levee Infrastructure

Initial Consultations with Agencies, 
Marina Owners, Landowners, Local 
Reclamation, and Water Districts

News Update #1

Public Scoping Meetings and 
Comment Period (9/22-11/21/2008)

Further Development of Design

Identi� cation of Preferred 
Alternatives

Development of Gate Operations

Preparation of Draft EIS/EIR

Analysis of Alternatives

Assessment of Potential Impacts and 
Mitigation Measures

Modeling of Gate Operations

Final Design

Optimization of Gate Operations

Preparation of Final EIS/EIR

Issuance of Regulatory Approvals 
and Permits

Adaptive Management of Gate 
Operations

Construction 

Implementation of  Mitigation 
Measures

Monitoring

Public Review and Comment 
Period on Draft EIS/EIR

News Update #2

Public Meetings

Response to Comments on Draft 
EIS/EIR 

News Update #3 

Public Review of Final EIS/EIR

Formal Agreements with 
Landowners

ENVIRONMENTAL 
REVIEW

Baseline Data Collection
  Recreation
  Biological
  Cultural
Alternative Development
Initial Screening of Sites 
Preliminary Modeling Simulations

2008 2009 2010

FRANKS TRACT PROJECT
PROJECT PLANNING AND REVIEW PROCESS
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Franks Tract Project 

Public Scoping Meetings 
October 2008 

 
 

AGENDA 
 
Welcome 
Yanna McLaughlin  Meeting Facilitator, EDAW 
 
 
Introduction and Overview 
Victor Pacheco California Department of Water Resources  
   
Sharon McHale U.S. Bureau of Reclamation,  
 Division of Planning  
   
 
  
Presentation of Franks Tract Project 
Ajay Goyal Franks Tract Project Manager 
 California Department of Water Resources 
 
Chris Fitzer Senior Fisheries Biologist, EDAW 
 
 
Questions & Answers, Scoping Comments 

 
 
 
 

http://www.water.ca.gov/frankstract/ 
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Franks Tract Projectj
EIS/EIR Scoping Meeting

October 2008

Presentation Overview

Project Background and Overview –
Victor Pacheco, DWR

Federal Interest –
Sharon McHale, Reclamation

Project Need and Objectives, 
Preliminary Operations (Fisheries) –
Chris Fitzer, EDAW

Preliminary Operations (Water Quality, Boating), 
Preliminary Site Selection,
Next Steps –
Ajay Goyal, DWR
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Lower Sherman 
Island

Franks Tract
Big Break

Flooded Island Prefeasibility Study (2005) 
Alternatives

Install Gate on 
West False River

Franks
Tract
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Flooded Island Prefeasibility Study (2005) 
Alternatives

Restore North Levee, 
Install Gates on Piper 
Slough and Main Jet

Franks
Tract

Flooded Island Prefeasibility Study (2005) 
Alternatives

Restore East Levee,  
Install Gates on 
False River and 
Sand Mound Slough

Franks
Tract
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Flooded Island Prefeasibility Study (2005) 
Alternatives

Install Gates on 
Holland Cut & 
Old River

Franks
Tract

Flooded Island Prefeasibility Study (2005) 
Alternatives

Restore East Levee,  
Install Gates on 
False River and 
Sand Mound Slough

Restore North Levee, 
Install Gates on Piper 
Slough and Main Jet

Install Gate on 
West False River

Install Gates on 
Holland Cut & 
Old River

Franks
Tract
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Franks Tract Project 
Current AlternativesOperable Gate in 

Threemile Slough

FRANKS TRACT

Operable Gate in 
West False River

*Exact gate locations to be determined

Conceptual Facility Layout

South Delta Improvement Program
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Bottom Hinged Gate

Presentation Overview

Project Background and Overview –
Victor Pacheco, DWR

Federal Interest –
Sharon McHale, Reclamation

Project Need and Objectives, 
Preliminary Operations (Fisheries) –
Chris Fitzer, EDAW

Preliminary Operations (Water Quality, Boating), 
Preliminary Site Selection,
Next Steps –
Ajay Goyal, DWR
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Federal Interest 

Franks Tract study authorized in CALFED 
Bay-Delta Authorization Act of 2004 (Public 
L 108 361)Law 108-361)

Feasibility Report to determine federal interest 
in funding

Federal lead agency on the EIS/EIR

100 Year Vision and 50 Year Strategy

2010―2015 To 2110+2008―2010 2015―2060

Delta Vision 100 Year Vision and 50 Year Strategy

Interim
measures

Near term 
measures

Long term 
measures

Delta Vision

BDCP
BDCP Permit Term (50 years)

CALFED
Franks Tract Project
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Presentation Overview

Project Background and Overview –
Victor Pacheco, DWR

Federal Interest –
Sharon McHale, Reclamation

Project Need and Objectives, 
Preliminary Operations (Fisheries) –
Chris Fitzer, EDAW

Preliminary Operations (Water Quality, Boating), 
Preliminary Site Selection,
Next Steps –
Ajay Goyal, DWR

Why This Project?
Decline in abundance of sensitive fish species

Delta Smelt Longfin Smelt

Striped Bass

Source: Baxter et al. 2008 (POD Update, January 2008)Photo: USFWS
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Why This Project?
Salinity Intrusion and Salt Transport Processes

Franks Tract Project - Objectives

Protect sensitive fish species and reduce 
seawater intrusion through modifications of flowseawater intrusion through modifications of flow 
conditions in the western Delta

Improve operational flexibility of SWP/CVP

Develop water quality and fishery protection 
measures consistent with long-term planning 
efforts
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Franks Tract Project 
Current AlternativesOperable Gate in 

Threemile Slough

FRANKS TRACT

Operable Gate in 
West False River

*Exact gate locations to be determined

Factors for Site Selection

Hydrodynamic influence
Fish movement patterns
W t litWater quality
Recreation and navigation
Levee and channel stability
Constructability
Cost
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Objectives for Project Operations by 
Season

Period Gate Operation Objectives

Jan - May
Operated for 

Fisheries 
Improvements

Increased movement of delta and 
longfin smelt, chinook salmon and 
steelhead to favorable rearing 
habitat and reduced movement to 
central Delta

Jun - Sep
Operated for 

Water Quality
Operate for water quality; 
planktonic life-stages areJun Sep Water Quality 

Improvements 
planktonic life stages are 
generally not present

Oct - Dec
Operated for 

Fisheries and 
Water Quality

Maintain water quality; do not 
impede or delay migration of adult 
fishes (operations may be 
modified to improve fisheries 
protection)

Objectives for Project Operations by 
Season

Period Gate Operation Objectives

Jan - May
Operated for 

Fisheries 
Improvements

Increased movement of delta and 
longfin smelt, chinook salmon and 
steelhead to favorable rearing 
habitat and reduced movement to 
central Delta

Jun - Sep
Operated for 

Water Quality
Operate for water quality; 
planktonic life-stages areJun Sep Water Quality 

Improvements 
planktonic life stages are 
generally not present

Oct - Dec
Operated for 

Fisheries and 
Water Quality

Maintain water quality; do not 
impede or delay migration of adult 
fishes (operations may be 
modified to improve fisheries 
protection)
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Objectives for Project Operations by 
Season

Period Gate Operation Objectives

Jan - May
Operated for 

Fisheries 
Improvements

Increased movement of delta and 
longfin smelt, chinook salmon and 
steelhead to favorable rearing 
habitat and reduced movement to 
central Delta

Jun - Sep
Operated for 

Water Quality
Operate for water quality; 
planktonic life-stages areJun Sep Water Quality 

Improvements 
planktonic life stages are 
generally not present

Oct - Dec
Operated for 

Fisheries and 
Water Quality

Maintain water quality; do not 
impede or delay migration of adult 
fishes (operations may be 
modified to improve fisheries 
protection)

Possible Gate Operation to Benefit Fish 

Threemile Slough  
closed on FLOOD Tide
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Possible Gate Operation to Benefit Fish 

Threemile Slough  
closed on EBB Tide

Possible Gate Operation to Benefit Fish 

West False River  
CLOSED
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Presentation Overview

Project Background and Overview –
Victor Pacheco, DWR

Federal Interest –
Sharon McHale, Reclamation

Project Need and Objectives, 
Preliminary Operations (Fisheries) –
Chris Fitzer, EDAW

Preliminary Operations (Water Quality, Boating), 
Preliminary Site Selection, 
Next Steps –
Ajay Goyal, DWR

Sea Water Intrusion

When Delta Outflows are LOW 

FRANKS TRACT
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Threemile Slough 
Gate Operation to Reduce 
Sea Water Intrusion

Close (2-6 hrs) on 
EBB Tid

FRANKS TRACT

EBB Tide

Operable Gate in 
Threemile Slough*

FRANKS TRACT

*Exact gate locations to be determined

West False River 
Gate Operation to Reduce 
Sea Water Intrusion

FRANKS TRACT

Close (12 hrs) Every Day 

O bl G t i FRANKS TRACTOperable Gate in 
West False River*

*Exact gate locations to be determined
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Threemile Slough Alternative
Seawater Intrusion Analysis

Without Project

Threemile Slough Alternative
Seawater Intrusion Analysis

Threemile Sl.  
closed on 
EBB Tide

Without Project With Project
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West False Alternative
Seawater Intrusion Analysis

Without Project

West False Alternative
Seawater Intrusion Analysis

West False R.  
closed 12 hrs.

Without Project With Project
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Objectives for Gate Operations by Season

Time Period Objective Gate Operations 

J M O t f Fi h
Gate Closed on Flood Tides

Jan - May Operate for Fish or
Gate Closed on Ebb Tides

June - Dec
Operate for 

Fish and Water 
Quality

Gate Closed on Ebb Tides

High Flows in g
Sacramento 

and SJ Rivers
Not Operate Gates Open

Specific 
Holidays and 
Sport Events

Operate to allow 
full boat passage 
during daytime

Gates Operated During 
Nighttime

Objectives for Gate Operations by Season

Time Period Objective Gate Operations 

J M O t f Fi h
Gate Closed on Flood Tides

Jan - May Operate for Fish or
Gate Closed on Ebb Tides

June - Dec
Operate for 

Fish and Water 
Quality

Gate Closed on Ebb Tides

High Flows in g
Sacramento 

and SJ Rivers
Not Operate Gates Open

Specific 
Holidays and 
Sport Events

Operate to allow 
full boat passage 
during daytime

Gates Operated During 
Nighttime
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Objectives for Gate Operations by Season

Time Period Objective Gate Operations 

J M O t f Fi h
Gate Closed on Flood Tides

Jan - May Operate for Fish or
Gate Closed on Ebb Tides

June - Dec
Operate for 

Fish and Water 
Quality

Gate Closed on Ebb Tides

High Flows in g
Sacramento 

and SJ Rivers
Not Operate Gates Open

Specific 
Holidays and 
Sport Events

Operate to allow 
full boat passage 
during daytime

Gates Operated During 
Nighttime

Objectives for Gate Operations by Season

Time Period Objective Gate Operations 

J M O t f Fi h
Gate Closed on Flood Tides

Jan - May Operate for Fish or
Gate Closed on Ebb Tides

June - Dec
Operate for 

Fish and Water 
Quality

Gate Closed on Ebb Tides

High Flows in g
Sacramento 

and SJ Rivers
Not Operate Gates Open

Specific 
Holidays and 
Sport Events

Operate to allow 
full boat passage 
during daytime

Gates Operated During 
Nighttime
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West False River 
Weekend Boat Traffic
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Secondary Recreation - Data Collection

Brannan Island State Recreation Area
Regional marina and resort owners
A li i tiAngling organizations
Federal/state/local agencies that patrol the 
Delta 

Channel Surveys

TMS 2TMS 2 TMS 3TMS 3

TMS 1TMS 1

TMS 4TMS 4

FR 1FR 1
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Comparison of Physical Parameters

Threemile Slough West False River

River Width 550 ft 850 ft

River Depth 
below MSL 20 ft 27 ft

Gate Area 15000 sq.ft 23000 sq.ft

Conceptual Facility Layout

South Delta Improvement Program
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Bottom Hinged Gate

Schedule and Milestones:

Spring 2009 Draft EIS/EIR

Fall 2009 Final EIS/EIR

Winter 2010 Obtain Permits

Summer 2010 Begin Construction
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Recent - Public Outreach Activities

Several meetings with land owners 

Presentations to Reclamation DistrictsPresentations to Reclamation Districts

Local marina owners 

Periodic news updates

Project fact sheets

Project website: 

http://www.water.ca.gov/frankstract/

Potential Project Funding Sources

State proposition funds

F d l f dFederal funds

Other
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Questions
Department of Water Resources

Ajay Goyalj y y
916-651-9823

agoyal@water.ca.gov

U.S. Bureau of Reclamation
Sharon McHale
916 978 5086916-978-5086

smchale@mp.usbr.gov

Franks Tract Project Website
http://www.water.ca.gov/frankstract/

Delta Waterways
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Franks Tract Project 
 

                                            COMMENT SHEET 
  (please hand in or mail back) 

 
Name:   
Organization (if any):  
Address (optional):  
City, State, Zip:   
E-mail address:   
Phone number:   
Preferred form of contact:    □ email    □ mail    □ phone 
 
(Contact information will be kept confidential and will only be used to inform about the Franks Tract Project). 
 

The California Department of Water Resources (DWR) and the Federal Bureau of Reclamation are 
interested in your comments regarding the Franks Tract Project.  Please hand them in after the 
meeting or mail them back to the address below by November 21, 2008 (end of the public scoping 
period). 
 
Thank you! 
 
 Comments 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



Franks Tract Project 
 

Comments continued 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
----------------------------------------------------------------------Please fold in thirds----------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Tape it closed, affix a stamp and mail.  Thank you! 
 
 

 
 

Ajay Goyal 

Project Manager 

Department of Water Resources 

1416 Ninth Street, Room 252-18 

Sacramento, CA 95814 

Affix $0.42 
Stamp 
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Franks Tract Initial Outreach and  
Information Meetings, April-October 2008



Franks Tract Initial Outreach and Information Meetings

Reclamation District (RD)/ 
Meeting 

Meeting 
Date(s)

Meeting 
Location

Key Participants

Twitchell Island RD 1601 4/15/2008 2300 W Twitchell 
Island Rd, Rio 

Vista, CA  94571

Board of Trustees, 
Staff/representatives for RD 1601; 
Landowners; and DWR Staff.

Bradford RD 2059       5/1/2008 6080 Bethel 
Island Road, 
Bethel Island, 

CA, 94511

Board of Trustees, 
Staff/Representatives for RD 2059; 
Landowners; DWR Staff

Sherman Island RD 341 5/13/2008; 
8/26/2008

18419 State 
Highway 160, Rio 
Vista, CA  94571

Board Members and 
Staff/Representatives for RD 341; 
Landowners; Marina Owners; DWR 
Staff

Jersey RD 830/& Ironhouse 
Sanitary District 

5/19/2008 450 Walnut 
Meadows Drive, 

Oakley, CA  
94561

Board of Trustees and 
Staff/Representatives for RD 830 
and Ironhouse Sanitary District; 
DWR Staff

Brannon Island RD 2067 and 
Brannan-Andrus Levee 
Maintenance District (BALMD)

5/8/2008 310 2nd St, 
Isleton, CA  

95641

Board of Directors and 
Staff/Representatives of RD 2067 
and BALMD; Interested Parties; 
DWR St ffDWR Staff

Brannon Island State Park and 
Recreation (Department of Parks 
and Recreation, DPR)

6/3/2008; 
10/7/2008

DWR 
Headquarters, 
Sacramento

Representatives of DPR and DWR

Landowner Meetings 5/12/2008; 
9/5/2008; 
9/11/2008 

18419 State 
Highway 160, Rio 
Vista, CA  94571

Landowners; RD Board Members, 
RD Trustees and 
Staff/Representatives; Marina 
Owners/& Operators; Interested 
Parties; DWR Staff

Marina Owner/& Operator Meeting 9/3/2008, 
1/27/2009

Bethel Island Marina Owners/Operators; 
Interested Parties; DWR Staff

North Delta Water Agency 10/1/2008, 
1/7/2009

14120 Grand 
Ave, Walnut 

Grove, CA  95690

Board of Directors and Staff; 
Interested Parties; DWR Staff



Notes from the Public Scoping Meetings for the Franks Tract Project  
October 2008 

 1 

Presenters:   

Victor Pacheco, DWR; Sharon McHale, Reclamation; Ajay Goyal, DWR; Chris Fitzer, EDAW 

Staff and Team members: 
Bijaya Shresta, DWR; Kathleen Buchnoff, DWR; Amy Norris, DWR; Matt deGroot, DWR; 
Loredana Potter, Reclamation; Duane Marti, Reclamation 

Debra Bishop, EDAW; Kim Christensen, EDAW; Yanna McLaughlin, EDAW; Mark Leu, 
CH2MHILL; Russ Grimes, Jones&Stokes 

These notes are a summary of comments and questions captured at the Franks Tract Public 
Scoping Meetings in Sacramento, Rio Vista, Antioch and Stockton on respectively October 6, 
7, 8, and 9, 2008. Notes were captured by a staff person in the audience, by a note taker 
transcribing key comments on a flipchart visible to the audience, and recorded on CD with 
an audio recording device. 

C. stands for “comment”, Q. for Question. The commenters name is listed in brackets, where 
available. 

Public Scoping Meeting 1, October 6, 2008, Sacramento, CA 
Scoping Question & Comments Session  
Note taker – K. Buchnoff, California Department of Water Resources, Kim Christensen, 
EDAW 

Q. (Joe Miyamoto/EBMUD) The draft EIS/EIR needs to address the potential impacts to 
salmon and steelhead migration to the Mokelumne River tributaries on the east side.   The 
migration period for salmon is primarily Apr-June and Mar-Jun for steelhead.  There is a 
current project involving restoration of salmon on the Mokelumne River. And they have 
been found to migrate through West False River (WFR) back to the ocean. (Four Steelhead 
released from the Mokelumne Hatchery with transmitters went through WFR this year.) 

C. (Joe Miyamoto/EBMUD) Don’t just focus on the Sacramento River, look at the entire 
Delta. 

Q.  Will the gates have a tendency to produce a rise in water surface elevation?  If so, explain 
or show minimum impacts on water level.  

C. Wind and wake are additional issues that need to be addressed in the EIS/EIR. Because 
even if it is a small increase, people with levees may be affected. 

C. (Tony Rosenthal/Twitchell Island Landowner) I’m very concerned as an owner as I am 
trying to sell his property and the State now says they don’t want to buy it.  The website for 
the Franks Tract project currently shows two of the four proposed gate locations on his 
property.  I am here to get some clarification. It sounds like you already made your decision. 
You are acting as you are being fair, but actually taking away my property. I can offer a 
solution:  TMS-4 is actually shallower than bathymetry shows.  How about constructing a 
set-back levee and avoid the weak point in the levee and use the property for emergency 
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flood fighting purposes?   That way you could also cut of part of the levee that you need to 
protect; and save somewhere between $5 and 30 million dollars.  

 Addt’l Q.  Is the objective of the gate to provide flood protection?   

 Q.  Why is the lower portion of Threemile Slough denoted as a “non-project” levee 
while the upper portion is “project levee”?   Check status of levee categorization north of 
TMS4.  

   

Public Scoping Meeting 2, October 7, 2008, Rio Vista, CA 
Scoping Question & Comments Session  
Note takers – M.Leu, CH2MHILL, Debra Bishop, EDAW 

Q. Has anyone thought about reducing exports at canals to improve Delta water quality? 
Reducing deliveries can resolve some problems? There is no need for this project with 
reduced exports. Look at salinity effects of reducing export via canals/intakes. 

Q. If you let the natural water flow, we don’t need this project.  This is a step towards the 
Peripheral Canal.  I see Franks Tract project as a way to facilitate the Peripheral Canal. 

Q. (Gary Dew/Novato):  This is another water grab.  If water is a necessity, why not 
develop desalination plants, and pipe it to the Central Valley and stop screwing with our 
Delta.  Why not feed farmers with desal plants being built now? 

Q. (Leonard, Owner Outrigger Marina in Rio Vista):  Models are 1-D.  Models show what 
might happen.  No one monitors sedimentation rates that could impact hydraulic capacity 
or impact marinas nearby. 

Q2. (Leonard): The model doesn’t describe how project is beneficial to fish.  The BDCP says 
that best habitat is in floodplains not in channels.  

Q. (Leonard):  Why not fish hatchery development? 

Q.  How will project affect fish in Suisun Marsh?  They are tied together. 

Q. (Linda Bendson/Recreational Boaters of CA, on Delta Vision stakeholder group): Boaters 
do not want barriers across waterways but see that they are inevitable. Pleased that gates 
are operable.  Pleased with lock. 

Q. (Linda Bendson). What size of boats can go through lock – Boats 50’ long are possible.  
How wide? Manned 24 hours?  We are concerned with depth & size of lock for large boat 
size. 

Q. (Linda Bell): What is background and basis for existence of the Department of Water 
Resources (DWR)?  Is the Peripheral Canal already half built? What is the intent of the 
Peripheral Canal? 
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Q. Has DWR bought the land where it wants to put the gates? Does DWR own land for 
Peripheral Canal?  Does State own land for Franks Tract?  

Q. (John Pfund/Discovery Bay Yacht Sales): Heard ad on radio about DWR taking land 
from farmers, is this related to this project? 

C. (Tony Rosenthal re Twitchell Island) Own property on east side of project on TMS. 

Q. Are you looking at gate for seismic activity? How will this study look at seismic events 
with gate design? In regards to catastrophic levee failure, how does the gate protect? 

Q. Would the gate be better at flood or ebb tide? 

Q.  Looking at multiple levee failure – Why did DWR put failure on levee privately owned, 
not owned by State (taking land)?  You can not come on Twitchell Island to do your study, 
thus EIS/EIR is flawed.  Easement is for flood control only. So, you are stuck.  Devaluing 
our properties.  Wasting time and money.  Look at seismic first. You will not be allowed to 
get on property for habitat. 

Q. (Matthew Emerick resident on Sherman Island): Are you coordinating study with BDCP? 
BDCP looking at flooding Sherman Island, this conflicts with the Franks Tract project. 

Q. (M. Emerick):  Project is to close TMS to increase San Joaquin River flow – but, there is no 
San Joaquin River flow in the fall.  Where will the water come from? 

Q. Historically, Sac River used to be flowing into San Joaquin River but not now since 
system is so re-operated.  Is it possible for public to review the model? Are models publicly 
available? TMS was once a significant tributary to the San Joaquin River. Are you also 
looking at impacts to fish? 

Q. (Ray Bell): Have you already made up your mind to do this?  Does it matter what public 
thinks? 

Q. Why not wait until Sherman Island future is determined when BDCP done? This is 
wasting money. 

Q. (Tony Rosenthal): DWR already decided to flood some islands – Twitchell and Sherman.   

Q. (Tony R): If you pre-flood islands (with rice and tule and make soil) you reduce flood 
problem. 

Q. (Leonard): When you close gate (Site 3) what is water rise at Outrigger Marina? (300 
yards behind “F Dock”). The bar and restaurant do not float.  

Q. (Walt Williams/Freemont): I’ve been boating on the Delta all my life.  There is no salinity 
problem if we are not pumping  water south.  Have you looked at benefits/cost for storage 
in the Central Valley for winter runoff instead of taking more Delta water?  

Q. Shasta is so low they cancelled the bass tournament? Is there any water to fill new 
reservoirs? 
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Q. (Ray Tomlinson, Discovery Bay) With water pumped into the CA Aqueduct, killing fish 
at pumps, what are you doing about fish killed? 

Q. Pumping Plant was taking more fish after they installed screens. Bait fish reduced.  
System was better letting fish go through the pumps. 

Q. (Walt Williams): It’s 27 nautical miles going around Three Mile Slough. There is Coast 
Guard station in Rio Vista. Have you thought about safety issues when the gate is closed? 

Q. Observation: All this is necessary because of exports.   

Q. (Ray Tomlinson /Discovery Bay):  Stop smelt from going to pumps?  If you stop 
migration to Discovery Bay you mess with striped bass feeding grounds. 

Q. Who is supportive? Poll? 

 

Public Scoping Meeting 3, October 8, 2008, Antioch, CA 
Scoping Question & Comments Session  
Note takers – Kathleen Buchnoff, DWR, Debra Bishop, EDAW 

C.  The State has no money. 

C. (Casey Curry): DWR is decreasing the levels of salinity in the water in order to sell it to 
Southern California. 

Q.  On your surveys taken, did you ever turn off the pumps and then measure the salinity?   

 C.  Regulating pump flow is the easiest solution, 

 C.  This project will pollute water more, 

 C.  There won’t be money to operate the gate. 

C. (George): pointed out that he sees only one scientist on tonight’s panel. Is a science 
perspective adequately included in the analysis? 

Q.  Will they put a gate below Antioch when the Threemile Slough and False River gates are 
operating? 

C. (Jim Dawson): Closing the gates at night—we can’t get back if the gate is closed. 

C. (George): See largely reduced boat traffic due to cost of fuel.  Night time is a bad time to 
travel. 

C. (Phil Harrington): The city of Antioch has senior water rights.  They have a fresh water 
in-take.  This water source allows them to keep low water rates ($).  They have taken water 
out of the western portion of the Delta for a very long time and an increase in Salinity would 
cause problems.   The Delta loop is the primary loop for boating (circulation pattern).  
Increased fuel prices causes decreased boating.   City of Antioch has been part of the 
process, BDCP and Delta Vision; however, they see no regional concept in the solution.  
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Q. Where is the water going after (when the gates are closed)? 

C. (Lenora Clark, Recreational Boaters of CA): I’m here to hear from boaters and how this 
project directly affects our ability to recreate.  There is no other way to go around the gates.  
The public has the right to navigate in the waters of the State, even before the State of 
California became a state (referenced Navigable Delta Waterway). 

C. (Roger Mammon): You are forgetting about the Delta Protection Act.  You are forgetting 
who’s backyard this is.   You guys did not pick a location suitable for the meeting.  The 
Delta is a tidal estuary.  Exports resulted in a collapsed ecosystem.   Since CVP we have seen 
a decline in population.  The estuary needs to function as nature intended.  The gate barrier 
will stop people from coming to the Delta.  Need to restore flows. 

C. (Anthony): 40 years ago there was no salinity intrusion.   Stop pumping; instead build 
more dams.    

C. (Sportsman Yacht Club): Upstream diversions.  Historical water flows pre-dated SWP.  
Diversion flows will not work. Project won’t function as planned.  The tide in Threemile 
Slough is unpredictable.  If you protect fish—water will flow [south].    

 Q.  Is this project “a go”? 

 Q.  Who makes the final decision? 

Q. (Doug): What are the project alternatives?   

 C.  Requested to re-hold public meetings once project alternatives are developed 
(before draft EIR/EIS is completed).  Water quality, COD, BOD, and toxins all need to be 
addressed in the EIR.  A good alternative to the proposed structure is to do upstream 
releases and decrease pumping.  The proposed project would increase water stagnation (key 
factors:  increased eugeria, gate operation may create sedimentation).  The action of the 
gates would decrease water velocity in Franks Tract.   Benefits are based on a “numerical 
model,” without  model verification.  Need to do better with this (EIR/EIS) then the 
EIR/EIS of SDIP.   

C (Gary Adams, representative for fisherman): NO stakeholder comments were seen in the 
Blue Ribbon Task Force Report. 

 Q.  Who pays for this project? 

Q’s. (Tony Rosenthal): What happened to the Delta cross channel gate?  Is it a part of this 
EIR/EIS (study)?   

 C. Threemile Slough is the cheapest alternative. Was WFR “eliminated”? 

 C.  A barrier would reduce fisheries in False River. WFR has productive fishing 
grounds due to tidal flows. 

 C.  Need to include the cumulative effects of other barriers. 

 C. You’ll need access to Twitchell island for the EIS/EIR; I won’t give it to you as it 
only ‘hurts’ me.   
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C.  Coordinate with other projects/planning efforts. 

Q.  What happened to the recreational beaches planned for Little Franks Tract (Flooded 
Islands project)? 

 

Public Scoping Meeting 4, October 9, 2008, Stockton, CA 
Scoping Question & Comments Session  
Note takers – Kathleen Buchnoff, DWR, Kim Christensen, EDAW 

C. (Walt Vance/Fremont Boater/Director PICYA (Pacific Interclub Yacht Association), 
Representative of Bay Area Yacht Clubs/Oxbow Yacht Club)  
As a boater, closing the gate in the nighttime will have very little effect on boaters.  Boating 
was down due to increase fuel costs (RE:  Recreation Study for the Franks Tract Project).  
Recommended to include a representative of picya.org (yacht club) to be on the committee 
for marina owners/& boating and recreation.   This wouldn’t be all necessary if you built 
more storage.   

Q. (John Bank, CA Stripped Bass Assoc.)   
Where on Threemile Slough will the gate be located (in relation to Brannan Island State Park 
boat launch ramp)?   

Q. The boat ramp at Brannan Island State Park is the best in the area and is a high 
usage ramp.  Time frame—is the date summer 2010 for construction carved in stone?   

Q. Is the intent to go ahead with the project regardless of public input?  Has the 
answer already arrived?   

 C.  I’m not a Hydrologist, but I have an easy solution: should release more water out 
of Friant Dam, instead of pumping in the Delta, to deal with all this mess. 

Q. (Ron Riopeo, Boaters of California)  
What’s boat clearance needed when gate open? What is the minimum draft elevation? 

 C.  Pumping water south has decreased due to the court order; is the problem 
actually caused by diversions?   

 Q.  If they build the Peripheral Canal in 20 yrs, will that solve the salinity problem?  

 Q.  Process and permits-question: wondering about the status of the funding of the 
project. 

 C.  Don’t want to see issues with funding of the project cut costs by eliminating part 
of the project, such as the boat locks later. 

 C.  Please make sure there is a boater is on the Task Force. 

C. (Name not captured)  The SDIP project—do the operable gates include boat locks?   
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C. (Tony Rosenthal/Twitchell Island Landowner)   
That was an exciting meeting last night in Antioch. Your troops handled it well and I 
wanted to commend you for that. 

C. Some TMS locations would abut my property – apart from my own concerns, 
levee strengthening would have to occur. How would this be accomplished?  

 C.  Consider levee defense dollars and coordinating those dollars in your 
alternatives, as there is another alternative for response—for defense of the levee (as part of 
the Delta Risk Management Strategy (DRMS)). Is there a way to use both funds together? 
Has there been anything in the NOP about this possibility? 

 C.  The Threemile Slough alternative was mentioned as the preferred alternative 
according to the Value Engineering Study for the Franks Tract Project. 

 Q’s.  Re:  Feasibility; in relationship of the Franks Tract Study, what is the amount of 
money spent up to this point?  Does the feasibility show Threemile Slough is the best 
alternative?  

C. I’m requesting to propose another alternative.  My parcel (Eastern portion along 
Threemile Slough/runs north and south) has existing road, power, and building.  
Recommend constructing a setback levee (build a small cross-levee) to Threemile 
Slough (bolsters the levee).  This creates an area to store dredge materials (garner 
potential spoil site for dredged materials), mitigation opportunities, create 
wetlands or return existing wetlands.  Connect setback levees to TMS. Could 
save $5-30M. Tip area could be place for dredge or wetland mitigation – could 
savings help spoils? 

 

C. (Chris Neudeck, Reclamation District 1601, District Engineer)  
This is an area that we’ve looked at for a while for some time. Making TMS seismically 
resistant will be the biggest challenge on this Project. Creating seismic resistance to the levee 
would be a challenge.  Need to make decision based on levee foundation materials, the 
bathymetric surveys don’t tell you about those.  Using only bathymetric data to select the 
site would be a mistake.   

Q. How would the dredging of the channel work if there is a permanent structure within the 
channel? 

C. Cutting of Chevron Point (Re: Proposal of T Rosenthal), could be a win-win situation, 
using the area as a wetland restoration,… 

C. (Tony Rosenthal/Twitchell Island Landowner)  
You need a control building, maintenance building and access road. Twitchell Island has a 
road and building! You could save money by picking TMS4. 

Q. (Bob Riopeo, Boaters of California) 
Draft Environmental Impact Statement (EIS)/EIR in spring – will it have a preferred project 
identified? 
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Q. Issue of strengthening levee – will it be there? 

Q. Is the plan for these decisions to be made by the Final EIS?  

C. (Dante Nomellini/Attorney for Central Delta Water Agency)  
Historically, we talked about Dutch Slough, Fisherman’s Cut and WFR barriers in the 60’s – 
so, you don’t need them anymore?  

Q. Have you concluded that Fisherman’s Cut and Dutch Slough aren’t necessary 
anymore to achieve the benefits of the Franks Tract Project?   

C.  Should be looking at the Delta as a non-sustainable system—to preserve it. 

C.  Should look at 1960’s Master Levees Program. Master levees should be part of our 
document planning if there is significant sea level rise. Levees on south side of San 
Joaquin River – will your gate withstand sea level rise? Are you factoring sea level rise 
in? 

 



Written Comments received during the Scoping Period 9/22/2008 - 11/21/2008

Form Letter

Date

E-mail (E), or 
online 

comment (OC), 
Mailing list sign-

up (M), 
comment sheet 

(CS), written 
(W), form letter 

(FL)

Stakeholder/Int
erested 

Individual
(Name)

Organization Address Comment

10/7/2008 CS Yvonne Wood
994 Vintage Court            
Rio Vista, CA 94571

Please include in your plan/modeling: 1) desalinaton plants as a solution, 2) effects of reduced flow from periperhal canal, 
3) effects on salinity if current diversions stopped, and 4) what happens to sediment.

10/7/2008 CS Matthew Emrick
Law Offices of 
Matthew Emrick

4721 Freno Way               
El Dorado Hills, CA Project must consider downstream WQ impacts to Antioch Delta fresh water intake - at intake near marina.

10/14/2008 W David Riggs
Sugar Barge 
Marina

1440 Sugar Barge Road
Bethel Island, CA See Letter in Appendix G

10/20/2008 W Karen Huss

Sacramento 
Metorpolitain Air 
Quality 
Management 

777 12th Street, 3rd 
Floor
Sacramento, CA 95814 See Letter in Appendix G

10/24/2008 CS Jay Uhalt Homeowner
18075 ST HWY 160
Rio Vista, CA 94571

The Gates will be very expensive and won't change the fish or water quality much. Seems like the better water quality is 
only [for] the water headed south? Let them pay for it - how will you ever get the $ to pay for it[?]

11/13/2008 W Linda Bendsen
Recreational 
Boaters of 

PO BOX 984                    
Suisun City, CA 94585 See Letter in Appendix G

11/14/2008 W Bill Worrell
Sportsman Inc. 
Yacht Club

1200 August Way             
Antioch, CA 94509 See 7 Letters in Appendix G

11/14/2008 W, FL 53 Form letters submitted by Bill Worrell See Form Letter 1 in Appendix G
Received 
11/12/2008 W, FL

Rick and Anita 
Hinds 

934 Kenston Drive
Clayton, CA 94517 See Form Letter 1 in Appendix G

11/14/2008 W Betty Miller

Community 
Development 
Division of 
Transportation 

MS-32
1120 N Street
P.O. Box 942874
Sacramento, CA 94274 See Letter in Appendix G

10/11/2008 W (fax) Myron Cabral

Landowner along 
Threemile Slough 
(Sherman Island).

My concern with this project is if the locks are closed at high tide for 2 to 6 hours and the San Quin [Joaquin] is lower and 
wider (which drains faster than the Sac) what effect would the North end of Sherman have on our siphon irrigation to crop 
lands.  If this occurs, is the state going to correct this by lowering siphons or installing pumps?

Also, who has the authority and will it be in print on amount of time it can be closed.  Possibly causing hardship on farmers 
and Ranchers.

11/13/2008 E, W, FL Wade Menard
Delta Bass Tactics 
Club Member See Form Letter 2 in Appendix G

11/13/2008 W, FL Dean Ziemer
Delta Bass Tactics 
Club, President See Form Letter 2 in Appendix G

11/13/2008 W, FL Rick Sauls
Delta Bass Tactics 
Club Member

3625 Jeffrey Drive
Modesto, CA 95357 See Form Letter 2 in Appendix G

11/12/2008 W, FL
Rich Hanset, 
Commodore

Weber Point Yacht 
Club

1376 Berlin Way
Livermore, CA 94550 See Form Letter 3 in Appendix G

11/18/2008 W Alexander Coate EBMUD
375 Eleventh Street
Oakland, CA 94607 See Letter in Appendix G

11/20/2008 W

Scott Nakaji 
(submitted by 
Jim Micheaels)

Gold Fields District 
of California State 
Parks (DPR)

7806 Folsom-Auburn 
Road
Folsom, CA 95630 See Letter in Appendix G

Table of Written Comments



Written Comments received during the Scoping Period 9/22/2008 - 11/21/2008

Form Letter
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E-mail (E), or 
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(CS), written 
(W), form letter 

(FL)
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Table of Written Comments

11/17/2008 W, FL Thomas L. Coss
426 Superior Way
Discovery Bay, CA See Form Letter 2 in Appendix G

11/18/2008 W Gail Newton

Chief Division of 
Environmental 
Planning and 
Management, 
California State 
Lands Commission

100 Howe Ave, Suite 
100-South
Sacramento, CA 95825 See Letter in Appendix G

11/21/2008 W, FL Thomas M. Lee
Discovery Bay 
Yacht Club See Form Letter 3 in Appendix G

11/21/2008 W Leah Orloff
Water Resources 
Manager, CCWD

1331 Concord Avenue
P.O. Box H20
Concord , CA 94524 See Letter in Appendix G

11/21/2008 W Linda Fiack

Delta Protection 
Commission, 
Resources Agency

14215 River Road
Walnut Grove, CA 
95690 See Letter in Appendix G

11/20/2008 W
Phillip L. 
Harrington

City of Antioch 
Director of Capital 
Improvements/Wat
er Rights

200 "H" Street
P.O. Box 5007
Antioch, CA 94531-5007 See Letter in Appendix G

11/21/2008 W
Shannon 
Murphy-Teixeira

Town of Discovery 
Bay Community 
Services District 

1800 Willow Lake Road
Discovery Bay, CA 
94505-9376 See Letter in Appendix G

11/21/2008 W
Joseph 
Schofield

DOWNEY BRAND 
for North Delta 

621 Capitol Mall, 10th 
Floor See Letter in Appendix G

11/21/2008 W
Kathleen M. 
Goforth

USEPA, Manager
Environmental-
Review Office
Communities and 
Ecosystems 

REGION IX
75 Hawthorne Street
San Franclsco, CA 
94105·3901 See Letter in Appendix G



Written comments received via email or as online comment through the Web site during the Scoping Period 9/22/2008 - 11/21/2008

Date

E-mail (E), or 
online comment 
(OC), Mailing list 

sign-up (M), 
comment sheet 

(CS), written (W), 
form letter (FL)

Stakeholder/Interest
ed Individual

(Name)
Organization Comment

9/22/2008 E, M LaDonna Bubak
Latitude 38 Magazine, 
Associate Editor

Thanks for putting me on your mailing list about Franks Tract Project progress. I do have a quick question: The flyer says "Boat passage facilities would be included to allow for passing of 
watercraft when the gates are in operation." Can you tell me what the depth limit would be? Our main focus is on sailing and sailboats so I'm wondering if these passages would be deep 
enough for them to pass. Thanks!

9/23/2008 OC John Anderson Oxbow Marina

I do not understand why so many gates are needed. These complex solutions appear to cause all kinds of issues with restricted navigation, fish migration, cost, and complexity. Why not 
just one large set of gates / locks at the point where all of the west-flowing rivers converge: Pittsburg? Everything east of the Pittsburg gates would be fresh water...guaranteed! See my 
link below, which I submitted last year: http://deltavision.ca.gov/Correspondence/John_Anderson_10-16-07_.pdf 

9/23/2008 E Bob Raney
Bethel Island Property 
Owner

Thank you for the news info on Frank s tract.  I own property at 4514 Stone Rd., Bethel Island, Ca. 94511.  This news letter sounds very encouraging, but I would like further info. 
Years back while fishing on the Sacramento River, I witnessed the Dept of Fish and Game trolling the river with a net to catch Delta Smelt.  At that time I got to speak with an officer and he
reported that each year they would drag a net along the bottom of the river to count the numbers of Delta Smelt.  That year they caught only 11.  They were very concerned over the rapid 
decline of this fish; which is located at the bottom of the food chain, and extremely important for the health of the Delta.  They also informed me that they do not know how these fish breed; 
when; where; or the required water temp, salt, etc.  I was informed that they die in captivity.  Hopefully, you now have these answers since you are proposing installing these gates to help 
these fish.  
Now; am I mistaken, but weren't there a number of island adjacent to Frank's tract that were purchased by the State for flooding in the winter time to hold water which would be later sold in 
the summer time when there was a big demand in So. Cal.  Wouldn't these gates defeat that purpose?
Or is Uncle Sam up to their tricks again at our expense????
I would like a detailed report on the Delta Smelt, breeding, etc.  so we all can do our part in restoring the Delta.  I would not be in favor of installing flood gates for more water to be shipped 
South.

9/24/2008 M, OC Shirley Sorbet
Bethel Island Property 
Owner I have property on Bethel Island. How will this affect water levels and level maintenance?

9/24/2008 M, OC Elizabeth J. Reuter Delta Recreational Boater

I am very concerned about your plans to "gate" Three Mile Slu and/or False River. I cruise those waters in my boat, which is slipped at Bethel Island, several times a summer and 
sometimes during the winter months also. I will be attending one of your informational meetings to learn more. Please include me on all emailings regarding any Delta Water Issues. Thank 
you, M/V Flutterby Bethel Island, CA 

9/26/2008 E
Clare & Dave 
Spensley

It is with extreme distress and anxiety that I write to you.  It is not fair nor environmentally ethical for you or your cronies to take any more water out of the CA Delta.  The proposed 
locks/gates on three miles slough and/or West False River is the wrong thing to do to "save" the Delta fish.  You and the government bean counters need to consult the people who grow 
crops, live, play and work in the Delta before you damn any of the rivers here.  How will the Dutra Barges from Rio Vista go from the Sacramento River to the San Joaquin River?   What 
about the businesses that depend on the river traffic to survive?

My husband and I have been coming to and vacationing summers in the Delta for over 33 years.  How can you people in good conscience suggest that cutting off a river would be of a 
benefit to the Delta in any possible way?  Pumping less water from here is the only thing that matters.
No, I am not interested in attending any of your meetings.  We went to two of the the "Delta Vision" meetings, they were a sham and the only vision that group has in mind is the peripheral 
canal to funnel more water to southern California.

No we do not want the Franks Tract Project -- Nor do we want a canal to move Delta water to South of the Delta. 

Go back to the drawing board and consider again the Auburn Dam!! 

Please include this comment in the public comments section of your report and web site!!!!!

9/26/2008 E Reg Smith
Pacific Inter-Club Yacht 
Association

Invitation to talk at organization's Fall Management Conference at Benicia Yacht Club 10/4. Members concerned about boat passages on navigable waters and want to hear first hand 
what is planned. Over 100 officers and directors of Bay Area yacht clubs will be in attendance.

9/29/2008 OC Cathy Akers I think 3 mile slough would be a bad location due to the influx of boat traffic, including barges, recreational, etc

9/30/2008 E Mike Guzzardo

94505.com; Delta Sun 
Times; Realtor ® Broker - 
Associate
Marples & Associates 
Realtors - Discovery Bay 
/ Brentwood / Oakley

I am a Discovery Bay resident, own 94505.com and am a partner in The Delta Sun Times newspaper. Most relevant I m a boater (fisherman, waterskier, competitive sailboat racer) and
long time water resident (having grown up on San Francisco Bay now living here). I am going to attend the Antioch meeting however wanted to see if you can answer a few quick 
questions for me. I’m interested more from a personal nature, however I’d also like to be able to be informed and write/add important information to my website and the paper. Where 
exactly are the proposed gates going to be installed? Is there a tentative map? Will boaters still be able to leave the southeast delta and travel through false river toward Antioch? Is this 
solution part of a larger solution (i.e. de-salination stations in Southern California and here in Northern California)? To me that’s the best solution for our long term water needs…Where 
would I find a good 30,000 foot overview of the entire water plan for the Bay and Delta? Or specifically the Delta? You’ve got a lot of good information on your website, however is there 1 
page or article that pulls it all together? Is there a local committee in my area that I can get on re: water quality and managing the delta’s agricultural and business needs versus 
recreational?

10/2/2008 M, OC Ian Boyd Restoration Resources As a contractor, I am interested in recieving background information, engineer's estimates, Notice of Intents, Requests for Proposals or Qualifications for implementing the construction

10/4/2008 OC Jim LaFond Delta Yacht Club 

I hear a lot about the Ecosystem in the delta and putting in dams and changing the water flow and digging a channel around the delta so they can have more fresh water and ship more 
water south. My problem is that I hear nobody taking about what is REALLY DESTROYING THE DELTA and that is all of the evasive weeds that are chocking off the delta. If something is 
not done about these weeds and soon it will make no difference how many dams you put in neither fish or boats will be able to move in the water. Also the seal population is taking over in 
the delta. I started boating in the delta in 1956 and you never saw a seal past Martinez as recent as 15 years ago. Now you see seals all the way to Sockton. Unless you address these 
two issue nothing you do will save the delta at that is fact. Jim LaFond
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10/6/2008 OC Mark Galbraith

I am, in principal, opposed to any activities which would create impediments to the safe and continued access to the Delta waterways by recreational boaters. The installation of gates at 
Three-mile Slough and/or False River would interfere in the free flow of recreational boat traffic in the area. I further call into question the validity of such activities, if the stated goal is to 
prevent salt-water intrusion into the Delta waterways. The way to keep the salt-water from intruding upstream is to INCREASE the flow of water downstream, not curtail it. The propsed 
gates will temporarily preserve the quality of water behind the gates for potential export to other areas in the State, however they will do great harm to the waterways downstream of the 
gates. Eventually, all of the lower delta will be a brackish, salt-water marsh, suffering from salt-water intrusion and lack of fresh water. This will have a disasterous effect on these water 
ways, probably including the kill-off of many native fish and plant species in the area. This is a bad idea, and I urge you to reconsider. Diverting additional water from the Delta will cause 
further harm and must be stopped. In fact, we should be looking at ways to return some of the water flow currently being diverted back into the Delta. Without fresh water, the Delta as we 
know it will cease to exist. 

10/7/2008 M, OC Jim Gibson
Rather than figuring out better and easier ways of taking the Delta water, can there be a concerted and focused effort on using LESS water? The Delta is dying, much like the Colorado 
River basin did, and until Californians stop taking cheap waer for granted, it will never get better. Try raising the price of water 5X - it cut back on gas usage

10/15/2008 OC Dennis Greene

I only learned of the proposal for gates on 3 Mile Slough this past week and was unable to attend any of the "public scoping" meetings. I have a 26ft sailboat which is berthed at Rio Vista. 
Our family frequently uses 3 Mile Slough to journey into the San Joaquin River east of 3 Mile Slough. I am totally opposed to the proposal to place flow control gates in 3 Mile Slough -
regardless of locks or other facilities to allow boat passage. It is very hard for me to imagine locks which can handle the weekend traffic on 3 Mile Slough without horrendous delays. If 
such gates were to be installed and the lock system cannot handle enough boat traffic, trying to manuever a sailboat in heavy boat traffic in the narrow confines of a slough would be a 
nightmare. Also the only alternative would be a 21 mile journey down the Sacramento & up the San Joaquin -something that is totally impractical in a reasonable period of time for an eco-
friendly vessel powered by the wind. As a taxpayer, I am also very concerned about the cost of such a project when the federal government has a mind-boggling national debt and the 
State of California cannot manage it's budget year after year after year after ... (you should have the picture by now). Were the project to be funded by bonds I would also be opposed on a 
fiscal basis because that merely passes the cost on to future taxpayers - that would also be me .. and my children. I would appreciate these comments being appropriately inserted into the 
dialog regarding this project. Sincerely, Dennis Greene, Concerned Sailor, Walnut Creek, Ca.

10/30/2008 E, M Barbara Joy Davis

I am writing to you about the Franks Tract Project.  I have a summer home on Bethel Island, CA.  I was out of town and missed the meetings, but am very concerned about what I am 
reading and hearing in the news.  Reading the pamphlet, I understand the concept is to build gates to “protect fish resources and reduce seawater salinity intrusion into the Delta”.  
1.        KCBS is calling it a way to keep water going to Southern California not a “health of the Delta ecosystem solution”.
I was under the impression the smelt are being killed by the pumps that are pumping our Delta water to various places.  Salt water coming into the Delta again is because we are pumping 
our water OUT of the Delta to our Southern CA. neighbors. 
2.        KCBS also was reporting a moratorium on building more houses in the Delta.
We on Bethel Island fought the Delta Coves project and lost.  We now have lagoons cut through our wonderful island and a defunct business with no houses, just tacky docks and 
gangways so close together you could jump from one to the other and no homes.  What was once a beautiful island is now an unsightly mound of dirt and weeds with holes of water in the 
middle.  Where was our government stopping development in the Delta when we were trying to do the same?
Every time our engineers “mess with Mother Nature” we find, after the project is finished, there are problems that were never thought of at the beginning of the project.  
I highly recommend if we are going to spend money in our Delta, shore up the failing levees and don’t mess with gates and                 projects that may cause more damages than 
solutions to our Ca. water systems.  I will be writing more in the spring of 2009. 

11/14/2008 E, M Edwin Coats LA has a water problem and believe that this is just"the first step" in getting more Northern Ca. water. Please prove me wrong

10/21/2008 at 
5:51pm E (phone message)

Ken Champion phone 
call (e-mail notes from 
Ajay Goyal)

Caltrans District 3 
Planning

At this point, closest point of impact from Franks Tract Project would be mainly where the gate with boat lock facility is closest to the State Route 160 bridge.   Ken is interested in knowing 
if the gate would change in any flood stage, or what effect the gate will have on river stage near the bridge.  Would the gates be operated year round or certain months of the year for fish? 
The other locations of gate are further away from the bridge.  They would like to know if there will be any flood impact from the gates. 
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RECREATIONAL BOATERS OF CALIFORNIA

Policy Statement:
Preservation ofRecreational Boating

Access to Navigable California Delta Waterways
- June 13, 2008 -

Recreational Boaters ofCalifornia (RBOC) will advocate to protect the rights of
recreational boaters to assure access for continued navigation by recreational boats the
waters of the California Delta Where ever any "controlstructure" (such as, but not limited
to gates or barriers Whether temporary or permanent) is planned for placement across a
navigable Delta waterway. RBOC will seek assurances thatas any changes are
contemplated Which further alter Delta navigable waterways that alternatives are
identified and implemented to the satisfaction ofRBOC that will best preserve and
sustain recreational boat passage at each location. RBOC will seek to have operable boat
locks installed as an integral design component to mitigate for the placement of any
control structure across any navigable Delta waterway. All control structures and boat
locks or other alternatives satisfactory to RBOC for recreational boat passage are to be

installed, maintained and operated without cost or expense to recreational boaters.

###
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" ••~UGAR BARGf
RESORT & MARINA

1440 SUGAR BARGE ROAD' P.O. BOX 1440 . BETHEL ISLAND, CA 94511
925-684-9075 • (800) 799-4100 . FAX (925) 684-8549

October 14, 2008

AjayGoyal
State Of California, DWR
1416 Ninth si. Rm # 252-18
PO Box 942836
Sacramento, CA 94236-0001

Dear Mr. Goyal,

In November of 1995, I began developing Sugar Barge Resort on Bethel
Island. The Sugar Barge fronts Piper Slough along the Western side of
Franks Tract State Recreation area and consists of approximately 60 acres.
The Resortisa multimillion dollar development consisting of 114 RV
sites, Marina, Launch Ramp, Boat Rentals, Fuel Dock, Restaurant, Bait
Shop and 250 unit Boat Storage Complex with recent approval for an
additional 500 unit expansion.

Our customer base is largely water enthusiasts, such as fishermen, hunters,
skiers/wake boarders and general boaters. Over the years, we have been
faced with many challenges in the delta region which have jeopardized our
business, such as declining fish population due to water diversion,
invasive water weeds, mitten crabs, levee breaches and many more. Now
we are faced with the real possibility of water diversion gates being
installed in 3mile slough and or False River (The Franks Tract Project).

I believe the installation of these gates could have a significant negative
impact on the users of these waterways and thus a major financial impact
on my business as well as all of the businesses that rely upon the users of
the Delta. I believe that the second we begin blocking or restricting vessel
traffic on certain days or certain times we begin causing doubt and
uncertainty in the minds of the people who use the Delta. Simply put, it
becomes cumbersome.



Inclosin~..!.L~g~you and all other agencies involved to seek other
acc~?ta6le altemativ)s, if any, and not implement the Franks Tract
Pro] ct.---(;ince ly, .--/

"avl gg;;JY
Owner
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WEBERPOINT YACHT CLUB
1376 Berlin Way

Livermore, CA 94550

November 12, 2008

Mr. Ajay Goyal, Project Manager
California Department of Water Resources
1416Ninth Street, Room No. 252-18
PO Box 942836
Sacramento, CA 94236-0001
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Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the advisability of the "Franks Tract
Project". The Weber Point Yacht Club has a significant interest in preserving the quality
of Delta life as we are all active boaters residing throughout the area.
The cover letter of your packet of information states the purpose to ..."allow better
management of hydrodynamic (flow) conditions to improve the salinity levels and habitat
conditions for fish species of concern in the central and south Delta." While some
general statements about these issues are contained elsewhere in your packet, no specific
information is provided to support this as an issue or problem. To suggest a solution for a
problem, it would seem that very specific non-refutable data would be provided to
support this project.
Elsewhere in the material you have provided "Boat passage facilities would be installed
to allow boat movement during periods when gates are operating." A significant mystery
exists as to what that means. Since most of us regularly transit both of the waterways
affected, this is a cause of great concern. The alternatives to visit Rio Vista, the Bay area,
Antioch, Pittsburg, etc. are both costly and time consuming and involve using excessive
fuel.
This project seems ill advised because:

. It lacks significant specific reasons for its development.

. It would use significant fmancial resources to develop, install and operate as well
as defend in litigation.

. It would create a significant additional cost and inconvenience to Delta boaters..
For these reasons the Weber Point Yacht Club registers its strong opposition to the
proposal to restrict the waterways of the Delta.

Sincerely,

WEBER POINT YACHT CLUB

~I-!~~
Rich Hanset, Commodore
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Mr. Ajay Goyal, Project Manager
California Department of Water Resources
1416 Ninth Street, Room No. 252-18
P.O. Box 942836
Sacramento, CA 94236-0001
E-mail: aqoval@water.ca.qov

Nov 13, 2008

Dear Mr. Goyal,

The Delta Bass Tactics Club consists of appx. 18 members who boat and fish on Delta Waters
frequently, and who collectively represent hundreds of years of experience with this body of
water.

As President of the club, I wish to submit comments in opposition to the proposed Delta "flow
control" project on behalf of the club,

It is unfortunate that the public agencies which supposedly represent the Delta user community
resort to legalese and double speak to hide their true intentions. It seems clear to us that fish
are not the priority of this project. It is equally clear that paving the way for increased water
exports out of the Delta is the priority of this proposed project. Over the years, we have
experienced the fishery decline associated with water export pumping. The statistics
representing fish killed on the intake screens is appalling. We have experienced pumping
velocities which actually reverse tidal conditions. We do not agree that closing a gate(s) to
retain incoming tidal water (thus converting tidal flow to one-way flow) will do anything to reduce
or control salinity intrusion.

No project should be contemplated that attempts in any way to modify the normal in/out tidal
flow that is the natural condition of the Delta estuary. The only acceptable Delta change would
be to extend the water export curtailment temporarily put into place by the courts.

The Delta Bass Club wishes to take strong exception to the notion that the proposed "flow
control" project will do anything to constructively improve conditions for anyone other than the
wat6f""districtswho wouldJ:U:ainthe Delta dry if not controlled by the courts.

Dean Ziemer

President

Delta Bass Tactics Club

DELTA BASS TACTICS
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Mr. Ajay Goyal, Project Manager
California Department of Water Resources
1416 Ninth Street, Room No. 252-18
P.O. Box 942836
Sacramento, CA 94236-0001
E-mail: aQoval@water.ca.Qov

Nav 13, 2008

Dear Mr. Goval,

The Delta Bass Tactics Club consists of appx. 18 members who boat and fish on Delta Waters
frequently, and who collectively represent hundreds of years of experience with this body of
water.

As a member of that club, I wish to submit my comments in opposition to the proposed Delta
"flow control" project.

It is unfortunate that the public agencies which supposedly represent the Delta user community
resort to legalese and double speak to hide their true intentions. It seems clear to us that fish
are not the priority of this project. It is equally clear that paving the way for increased water
exports out of the Delta is the priority of this proposed project. Over the years, we have
experienced the fishery decline associated with water export pumping. The statistics
representing fish killed on the intake screens is appalling. We have experienced pumping
velocities which actually reverse tidal conditions. We do not agree that closing a gate(s) to
retain incoming tidal water (thus converting tidal flow to one-way flow) will do anything to reduce
or control salinity intrusion.

No project should be contemplated that attempts in any way to modify the normal in/out tidal
flow that is the natural condition of the Delta estuary. The only acceptable Delta change would
be to extend the water export curtailment temporarily put into place by the courts.

I wish to register my very strong opposition to the notion that the proposed "flow control" project
will do anything to constructively improve conditions for anyone other than the water districts
who would drain the Delta dry if not controlled by the courts.

Sincerely

acJJ~
3 t:,-:AS- cre~ :Vh~
I11P~t ~. ?S3S?

Delta Bass Tactics Club Member































































































































































-- 1331 Concord Avenue
P.O. Box H20
Concord , CA 94524
(925) 688-8000 FAX (925) 688-8122

.:~~:~!.!~~ CONTRA COSTA• WATER DISTRICT

November 21, 2008

Directors
Joseph L. Campbell
President

Elizabeth R. Anello
Vice President

Bette Boatmun
John A. Burgh
Karl L. Wandry

Walter J. Bishop
General Manager

Mr. Ajay Goyal, Project Manager
California Department of Water Resources
1416 Ninth Street, Room No. 252-18
P.O. Box 942836
Sacramento, CA 94236-0001

Subject: Contra Costa Water District Comments on Scope ofEIS/EIR for the
Franks Tract Project

Dear~l:~

Contra Costa Water District (CCWD) appreciates this opportunity to provide
seoping comments on the Environmental Impact Statement! Environmental Impact
Report (EIS/EIR) that is being prepared for the Franks Tract Project (Project).
CCWD is fully supportive of this effort to address critical habitat needs and
improve water quality in the Delta through a flow control facility in the vicinity of
Franks Tract. Such efforts are urgently needed in order to find solutions for the
challenges that face the Delta. CCWD is providing comments to help ensure that
the project can attain the maximum benefit for both fisheries and water quality in
the Delta.

• As stated in the Notice of Preparation, the Project will be operated for both
fisheries and water quality benefits . The EIS/EIR should include
examination of the potential water quality impacts during the period where
the Project is operated primarily for fisheries benefits. The EIS/EIR should
also consider that any improvements to water quality may allow changes to
water supply operations that may offset the potential water quality
improvements.

• The ability to adaptively manage the project for both water quality and
fisheries benefit in response to actual Delta conditions should be
incorporated in the EIS/EIR analysis.

• Locations of the three current and one future CCWD intakes should be
included. These consist of Mallard Slough, Rock Slough, Old River and the
AIP on Victoria Canal which is currently under construction. CCWD staff
would be happy to provide additional information on these locations.

• Potential benefits (e.g. entrainment reductions , improved access to suitable
habitat) to all listed fish species in the Delta should be determined, and the
spatial extent and timing of such benefits should be documented.



Mr. Ajay Goyal, California Department of Water Resources
Comments on Scope of EIS/EIR for Franks Tract Project
November 21,2008
Page 2

• Cumulative analysis discussion in the EIS/EIR should include the 2-barrier
project that is being implemented south of Franks Tract. These two projects
present an opportunity to work together in a synergistic and
complementary fashion. Continued coordination of the projects will allow
the highest benefits to be realized efficiently and effectively. As the 2
barrier project is similar to the Project, any actual operating results that
become available could be utilized to guide the planning and design of the
Project.

If you wish to discuss any of the comments provided, please call me at (925) 688
8083 or write to lorloff@ccwater.com. CCWD looks forward to reviewing the
Draft EIS/EIR for the Project. Please include me on any future notifications that
are sent regarding this Project.

you,

Leah Orloff
Water Resources Manager

LO/BK:crp
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