iy 11D

A century of service.

December 3, 2015
VIA FEDERAL EXPRESS

Mark Nordberg, GSA Project Manager
Senior Engineering Geologist

California Department of Water Resources
901 P Street, Room 213B

P.O. Box 942836

Sacramento, CA 94236

RE:  Notice of Election to Serve as a Groundwater Sustainability Agency
Dear Mr. Nordberg:

Pursuant to Water Code section 10723.8, Imperial Irrigation District (11D) provides this notice of its
election to serve as a Groundwater Sustainability Agency (GSA) for the following groundwater
basins in Imperial County, as identified in the Department of Water Resources’ Bulletin No. 118,
to the extent that these basins are within the water service area boundaries of IID:

West Salton Sea basin (7-22);
Borrego Valley basin (7-24);
Ocotillo-Clark Valley basin (7-25);
Coyote Wells Valley basin (7-29);
Imperial Valley basin (7-30);

East Salton Sea basin (7-33);
Amos Valley basin (7-34); and
Ogilby Valley basin (7-35).

A copy of the resolution electing to become a GSA that was adopted by the Board of Directors of
IID on November 3, 2015 is attached hereto as Exhibit A, which includes a map of these
groundwater basins. |ID understands that the County of Imperial has also elected to become a
GSA for all of the groundwater basins within Imperial County. Both the IID Board of Directors and
the County Board of Supervisors will be considering a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU)
setting forth our respective responsibilities for groundwater management before the end of the
year; we will forward a copy of the MOU to the Department upon execution.

lID intends to work cooperatively with the County under the terms of the MOU and with all other
interested stakeholders as identified in Water Code 10723.2. These interested parties include,
but are not limited to, the following:

a. Holders of Overlying Groundwater Rights. IID already works closely with
landowners within its water service area in managing Colorado River water supplies; this close
coordination will continue.

b. Municipal Well Operators. Similarly, to the extent these are municipal well
operators, 11D already works closely with the seven cities within our service area — Brawley,



Calexico, El Centro, Imperial, Holtville, Calipatria and Westmorland — and will continue those
efforts to ensure reliable urban water supplies.

C. Public Water Systems. 1ID already works closely with and will continue to do so
with the public water systems and municipalities operating within the County of Imperial.

d. Local Land Use Planning Agencies. As noted above, IID intends to execute an
MOU for cooperation with the County of Imperial and as also noted above, IID already works
closely with the cities located within its water service area boundaries.

e. Environmental Users of Groundwater. 11D already works closely with and will
continue to do so with users of groundwater for environmental purposes.

f. Surface Water Users. As noted above, IID works with its landowners and growers
on a daily basis to manage its surface water supplies on a sustainable basis; this close
coordination will continue.

g. The Federal Government. 1ID has a long history of coordinating with the United
States Bureau of Reclamation, the United States Bureau of Land Management, and the United
States Fish & Wildlife Service on issues within its boundaries; this close coordination will
continue.

h. California Native American Tribes. IID has a long history of coordinating with the
Native American Tribes located within the County of Imperial and will continue to do so.

I. Disadvantaged Communities. Six of the seven cities located within the County of
Imperial and within the water service area boundaries of IID are classified as disadvantaged
communities. 1ID has a well-established system of outreach to its customers, residents and water
users, who regularly attend meetings of the Board of Directors and provide input.

J- Entities Listed in Section 10927. The only applicable agency is the County of
Imperial and, as noted above, 11D and the County intend to enter into a MOU to address their
respective obligations.

Further, as indicated under the statute, IID will consider the interests of all users of groundwater
within its water service boundaries and will maintain a list of interested parties to be included in
the formation of the Groundwater Sustainability Plan.

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Tina Shields, Water Manager, at (760) 339-
9038 or at tishields@iid.com

Very truly yours,

pr—T ety

Kevin E. Kelley

General Manager

cc: Ralph Cordova, County of Imperial

Enclosure;

Exhibit A: Resolution No. 21-2015 Electing to Become a Groundwater Sustainability Agency



IMPERIAL IRRIGATION DISTRICT
RESOLUTION NO. 21-2015

Electing to Become a Groundwater Sustainability Agency

WHEREAS, the Legislature adopted the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act of
2014, California Water Code Sections 10720, et seq., which authorizes local agencies
to manage groundwater in a sustainable fashion; and

WHEREAS, in order to use the authority granted in the Sustainable Groundwater
Management Act, a local agency must elect to become a groundwater sustainability
agency; and

WHEREAS, where more than one local agency overlies a groundwater basin, the
Sustainable Groundwater Management Act calls on local agencies to cooperate to
manage the groundwater basin in a sustainable manner for the common good; and

WHEREAS, the district's water service area overlies a number of groundwater basins
within the county of Imperial, specifically the following groundwater basins identified in
the Department of Water Resource’s Bulletin No. 118:

West Salton Sea basin (7-22) Imperial Valley basin (7-30)
Borrego Valley basin (7-24) East Salton Sea basin (7-33)
Ocaotillo-Clark Valley basin (7-25) Amos Valley basin (7-34)
Coyote Wells Valley basin (7-29) Ogilby Valley basin (7-35)

WHEREAS, it is the intent of the district to work cooperatively with community interests
and Imperial County to manage the groundwater basins within the district's water
service area in a sustainable fashion; and

WHEREAS, on October 23 and 30, 2015, the district caused notice of its election to

serve as a groundwater sustainability agency for the groundwater basins in the Imperial
Valley Press; and

WHEREAS, on November 3, 2015, the district held a public hearing to consider whether
it should elect to become a groundwater sustainability agency for the groundwater
basins within its boundaries.



NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS AS
FOLLOWS:

1. The district hereby elects to become a groundwater sustainability agency for the
groundwater basins within the district's water service area, specifically the
groundwater basins identified as basin numbers 7-22, 7-24, 7-25, 7-29, 7-30, 7-33,
7-34 and 7-35 in the Department of Water Resources Bulletin No. 118, and as
shown on the map in the attached Exhibit A.

2. District staff is hereby directed to provide notice of this election to the California
Department of Water Resources in the manner required by law.

3.  District staff is hereby directed to promptly meet with Imperial County in order to
begin the process of developing a groundwater sustainability plan for the
groundwater basins within the district, including but not limited to an agreement
with the county that would set forth the respective responsibilities of the two
agencies in developing and implementing the groundwater sustainability plan.
District staff is further directed to develop that plan in consultation and close
coordination with the California Department of Water Resources, the Regional
Water Quality Control Board, the State Water Resources Control Board, and other
interested stakeholders, as contemplated by the Sustainable Groundwater
Management Act.

PASSED AND ADOPTED, this 3" day of November 2015.

IMPERIAL IRRIGATION DISTRICT

President

@/mﬂ lirtha

Secretary
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EXHIBIT A

WATER SERVICE AREA AND BASIN BOUNDARIES
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