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July 7, 2016

Delivery via E-mail and U.S. Mail

Mark Nordberg, GSA Project Manager
Sustainable Groundwater Management Program
California Department of Water Resources

901 P Street, Room 213-B

P.O. Box 942836

Sacramento, CA 94236

E-Mail: Mark.Nordberg@water.ca.gov

RE: Notice of the Root Creek Water District’s Election to Become a
Groundwater Sustainability Agency for a Portion of the Madera Subbasin

Dear Mr. Nordberg:

Pursuant to California Water Code Section 10723.8, under the Sustainable
Groundwater Management Act (“SGMA"), the Root Creek Water District, a California
water district (the “District”) provides this notice to the California Department of Water
Resources (‘DWR”) of its election to become a Groundwater Sustainability Agency
("GSA”) and to undertake sustainable groundwater management in a portion of the
Madera Subbasin (DWR Subbasin 5-22.06) underlying the District’s boundaries as
indicated on the map attached hereto as Exhibit “A-1” and as described in the legal
description attached as Exhibit “A-2".

On June 8, 20186, the District held a noticed public hearing in accordance with California
Water Code Section 10723(b). Proof of publication in accordance with Government
Code Section 6066 is attached hereto as Exhibit “B”.

After holding the public hearing, the District's Board of Directors adopted Resolution
Number 2016-17, attached hereto as Exhibit “C”, electing to become a GSA over the
portion of the Madera Subbasin within the District's boundary. The District intends to
work collaboratively with other formed GSAs in the Madera Subbasin to jointly manage
groundwater and to develop a Groundwater Sustainability Plan (“GSP”). The District's
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Board of Directors is planning to negotiate cooperative agreements with other formed
GSAs within the Madera Subbasin for the purpose of implementing a cooperative,
coordinated structure for the management of groundwater and the development of a

GSP.

Pursuant to California Water Code Section 10723.2, the District shall consider the
interests of all beneficial uses and users of groundwater, as well as those responsible
for implementing a GSP. An initial list of stakeholders and interested parties include, but
are not limited to the following:

a)

Holders of overlying groundwater rights, including:
1) Agricultural users — The GSA area is composed almost entirely of
agricultural users within the service area boundaries.

2) Domestic well owners — There are domestic wells within the proposed
GSA management area on agricultural land within the boundaries of the
District. There is also a housing development under construction that will
rely entirely on groundwater for its potable water supply.

Municipal well operators — No incorporated cities within the GSA boundary.

Public Water Systems — There is a housing development under construction
that will rely entirely on groundwater for its potable water supply, and the
public water system is currently being used while the development is under
construction.

Local land use planning agencies — County of Madera.
Environmental users of groundwater — None.

Surface water users, if there is a hydrologic connection between surface and
groundwater bodies — None.

The Federal Government, including, but not limited to , the military and
managers of federal lands — None.

California Native American tribes — None.

Disadvantaged communities, including, but not limited to, those served by
private domestic wells or small community water systems — No communities
within the GSA.

Entities listed in Water Code section 10927 that are monitoring and reporting
groundwater elevations in all or a part of a groundwater basin managed by
the groundwater sustainability agency — Madera Regional Groundwater
Management Group and Madera County CASGEM.
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The Board of Directors of the District is aware of the following other public agencies that
have filed to be a GSA within the Madera Subbasin or that are proposing to manage
groundwater within the Subbasin: Madera Irrigation District, Gravelly Ford Water
District, Madera Water District, and New Stone Water District.

The District intends to work cooperatively with stakeholders to develop and implement a
GSP by collaborating with other qualified GSAs in the Madera Subbasin. The District
shall maintain a list of interested parties to be included in the formation of a GSP.
Interested parties will have opportunities, both formal and informal, to provide input to
the District throughout the process of developing, operating, and implementing the GSA
and GSP. Such opportunities may include, but are not limited to, public comment during
the District's regular and special meetings, and at other times to be determined and
noticed pursuant to Water Code Section 10727.8(a).

By this notification, the District has provided DWR with all applicable information in
California Water Code Section 10723.8(a).

Sincerely, 74

/- S ~—
4

Nick Bruno

President, Root Creek Water District

Attachments: Exhibit “A-1" — Map of GSA

Exhibit “A-2" — Legal Description of GSA boundaries
Exhibit “B” — Proof of publication
Exhibit “C” — District Resolution
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EXHIBIT “A-1”
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CONSULTING GROUP
An Employee Owned Company
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EXHIBIT “A-2”
Legal Description of Root Creek Water District

That portion of Section 33, T.11S., R.20E., Sections 1, 11, 12, 13, 14, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 35
& 36, T.128., R.19E., & Sections 4, 5,6, 7, 8,9, 17, 18, 19, & 30, T.12S, R.20E., M.D.B.&M.,,
described as follows:

Beginning at the North one quarter of said Section 4, said point being on the centerline of State
Highway No. 41; thence South along said centerline to the point of intersection with the Easterly
prolongation of the North line of Tract No. 67, Rolling Hills Subdivision No. 3, according to the
map thereof recorded in Volume 8 of maps at Page 70, Madera County Records; Thence West
along said North line & its Easterly prolongation to the Northwest corner of said Tract No. 67;
thence South along the West line of said Tract No. 67 to the Southwest corner of said Section 4;
thence East along the North line of said Section 9 to the Northwest corer of Tract No. 104,
Rolling Hills No. 4, according to the map thereof recorded in Volume 9 of maps at Page 27,
Madera County Records; thence South along the West line of said Tract No. 104 to the
Southwest corner of said Tract; thence West along the South line of said Section 9 to the
Southwest corner thereof; thence West along the South line of said Section 8 to the Southeast
corner of the West one half of said Section 8; thence North along the East line of said West one
half to the Northeast corner of the South one half of the Southwest one quarter of said Section 8;
thence West along the North line of said South one half to the Northwest corner thereof; thence
South along the West line of said Section 8 to the Southwest corner thereof; thence East along
the North line of the West one half of said Section 17 to the Northeast corner thereof; thence
South along the East line of said West one half to the Southeast corner thereof; thence West
along the South line of said Section 17 to the Southwest corner thereof; thence West along the
North line of the Northeast one quarter of said Section 19 to the Northwest corner thereof; thence
South along the West line of said Northeast one quarter to the Southwest corner thereof; thence
East along the South line of said Northeast one quarter to the Southeast corner thereof; thence
South along the East line of said Section 19 to the Southeast corner thereof; thence West along
the South line of said Section 19 to the Southeast corner of the Southwest one quarter of the
Southeast one quarter of said Section 19; thence North along the East line of said Southwest one
quarter to the Northeast corner thereof; thence West along the North line of said Southwest one
quarter to the Northwest corner thereof, thence South along the West line of said Southwest one
quarter to the Southwest corner thereof; thence South along the East line of the Northwest one
quarter of said Section 30 and the East line of Lot 3 of Walker Ranch according to the map
thereof recorded in Volume 4 of maps at Page 51, Madera County Records, to the point of
intersection with a line parallel with & 200 feet North of the South line of said Lot 3; thence
West along said parallel line a distance of 1,524 feet; thence South at right angles to a point on
the South line of said Lot 3; thence Southeasterly along the Southwesterly line of said Lot 3 to
the Northeast corner of Lot 8 of said Walker Ranch; thence South along the East line of said Lot
8 to the Southeast corner thereof; thence West along the South line of said Lot 8 & its Westerly
prolongation to a point on the East line of said Section 25; thence S 0° 49' 26" E along said East
line a distance of 606.85 feet to a point on the centerline of the San Joaquin River; thence
Westerly along said centerline of a point which lies Southeasterly at right angles to said
centerline from the Southeast corner of Lot C of Springer Estate according to the map thereof
recorded in Volume 5 of maps at Page 40, Madera County Records; thence Northwesterly to said
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Southeast corner; thence Northerly along the East line of said Lot C to the Northeast corner
thereof; thence West along the North line of said Lot C to the Northwest comer thereof; thence
Southerly along the West line of said Lot C to the Southwest corner thereof; thence
Southeasterly at right angles to the centerline of the San Joaquin River to a point on said
centerline; thence Westerly along said centerline to a point on the West line of the East one half
of said Section 27; thence North along said West line to the Southwest corner of the North one
half of the Northeast one quarter of said Section 27; thence West along the South line of said
North one half to the Southeast corner thereof; thence North along the East line of said Section
27 to the Northeast corner thereof: thence West along the South line of said Section 22 to the
Southwest corner of the East one half of the East one half of said Section 22; thence North along
the West line of said East one half of the East one half to the Northwest corner thereof; thence
East along the North line of said Section 22 to the Northeast corner thereof; thence North along
the West line of said Section 14 to the Northwest corner thereof; thence North along the West
line of the South one half of the Southwest one quarter of said Section 11 to the Northwest
corner thereof: thence East along the North line of said South one half to the Southwest corner of
the Northeast one quarter of the Southwest one quarter of said Section 11; thence North along the
West line of said Northeast one quarter to the Northwest corner thereof; thence East along the
North line of the South one half of said Section 11 to the Northeast corner thereof, thence North
along the West line of said Section 12 to the Northwest corner thereof, thence East along the
South line of said Section 1 to the Southwest corner of the South one half of the East three
quarters of said Section 1; thence North along the West line of said South one half of the East
three quarters to the Northwest corner thereof; thence East along the North line of said South one
half to the Northeast corner thereof; thence North along the West line of said Section 6 to the
Northwest corner thereof; thence East along the North line of said Sections 4, 5 & 6 to the
Southeast corner of said Section 33; thence North along the West line of the Southwest one
quarter of said Section 33 to the Northwest corner thereof; thence East along the North line of
said Southwest one quarter to the Northeast corner thereof; thence South along the East line of
said Southwest one quarter to the POINT OF BEGINNING.
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“EXHIBIT B”
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Proof of Publication
(2015.5 C.C.P)

PUBLIC HEARING
WATER CODE

JUNE 8§, 2016

STAT OF CALIFORNIA )
) ss.

County of Madera )

] am a citizen of the United States and a resident of the County
aforesaid; I am over the age of eighteen years, and not a party
to or interested in the above entitled matter. I am the principal
clerk of the printer of the Madera Tribune, a newspaper of
general circulation, published in the City of Madera, County
of the Madera, and which newspaper has been adjudged a
newspaper of general circulation by the Superior Court of the
County of Madera, State of California, under the date of
November 9, 1966, Case Number 4875 that the notice, of
which the annexed is a printed copy, has been published in
each regular and entire issue of said newspaper and not in any
supplement thereof on the following dates, to wit:

May 21, 28 2016

I Certify (or declare) under penalty of perjury that the
foregoing is true and correct.

Signature

Date: May 28, 2016

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
Notice Is hereby given pursuant to
Saection 10723(b) of the Galifornia
Water Code and Section 6066 of
the California Government Code,
that beginning at 1:00 pm, June 8,
2016, a public hearing will ba held
by the Board of Directors (Board)
of the Root Creek Water District:
gDistrict) at S & J Ranches, LLC,

9639 Avenue 10, Madera, Califor-
nia 93636.

The purpose of the public hearing
will be to hear commerits from the

. public regarding the District’s pro-

posed formation of a Sustainable
Groundwater Agency (GSA) within
its boundaries in the Madera Sub-
basin. -

After the public hearing, the Board
may choose to adopt a Resolution
of intent to become a GSA and to
submit notification to the California
Department of Water Resources, -
which shall be posted pursuant to
California Water Code Section
10733.3,.and will include a descrip-
tion of the proposed boundaries of*
the portions of the subbasin the
District intends to manage pursu-
ant to the Sustainable Groundwa-
ter Management Act.

Additional information may be ob-
tained by calling the District at
(559) 326-2222, during regular
business hours.

No. 2941 - May 21 & 28, 2016

Proof of Publication — The Madera Tribune, P.O Box 269, Madera, CA 93639 — (559674-2424.
Adjudged a newspaper of general circulation by court decree No. 4875 dated November 9, 1966.

The Madera Tribune
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ROOT CREEK WATER DISTRICT
RESOLUTION NO. 2016-17

RESOLUTION OF THE ROOT CREEK WATER DISTRICT DECLARING ITS INTENTION
TO BECOME A GROUNDWATER SUSTAINABILITY AGENCY UNDER THE
SUSTAINABLE GROUNDWATER MANAGEMENT ACT FOR THE PORTIONS OF THE
MADERA SUBBASIN WITHIN THE BOUNDARIES OF THE ROOT CREEK WATER
DISTRICT

WHEREAS, on September 16, 2014, Governor Jerry Brown signed into law Senate Bills 1168
and 1319 and Assembly Bill 1739, known collectively as the Sustainable Groundwater
Management Act (“SGMA”); and

WHEREAS, SGMA went into effect on January 1, 2015; and

WHEREAS, SGMA requires all high and medium priority groundwater basins, as designated by
the California Department of Water Resources (‘DWR”) Bulletin 118, to be managed by
Groundwater Sustainability Agencies (“GSASs”); and

WHEREAS, the Madera Subbasin has been designated by DWR as a high priority basin; and

WHEREAS, Water Code section 10723(a) authorizes a local agency with water supply, water
management or local land use responsibilities, or a combination of local agencies, overlying a
groundwater basin to elect to become a GSA under SGMA; and

WHEREAS, Root Creek Water District is a California water district and is therefore eligible to
serve as a GSA within the Madera Subbasin; and

WHEREAS, Water Code section 10723.2 requires that a GSA consider the interests of all
beneficial uses and users of groundwater, as well as those responsible for implementing
groundwater sustainability plans (“GSPs”); and

WHEREAS, Water Code section 10723.8 requires that a local agency electing to be a GSA

notify DWR of its election and intention to undertake sustainable groundwater management
within a basin; and

WHEREAS, Root Creek Water District held a public hearing on June 8, 2016, after publication
of notice pursuant to Government Code Section 6066 to consider the adoption of this Resolution

and its election to be a GSA in the Madera Subbasin; and

WHEREAS, Root Creek Water District wishes to exercise the powers and authorities of a GSA
granted by SGMA through the Water Code.

NOW, THEREFORE, THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE ROOT CREEK WATER
DISTRICT does hereby resolve, declare and order as follows:
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1. Root Creck Water District hereby elects to become a groundwater sustainability agency and
undertake sustainable groundwater management in the portion of the Madera Subbasin
(DWR Subbasin 5-22.06) underlying Root Creek Water District’s boundary.

2. Root Creek Water District shall develop an outreach program to include all stakeholders to
ensure all beneficial uses and users of groundwater are considered.

3. The Root Creek Water District Board of Directors intends to negotiate cooperative
agreements or other forms of agreement with other agencies or entities utilizing
groundwater in the Madera Subbasin, for the purpose of implementing a cooperative,
coordinated structure for the management of the Madera Subbasin pursuant to SGMA.

4. The Board of Directors of the Root Creek Water District are authorized to submit to
DWR on behalf of Root Creek Water District a notice of intent to undertake sustainable
groundwater management in accordance with SGMA (Part 2.74 of the Water Code).

5. Staff is directed to send to DWR Root Creek Water District’s notification of its election
to be a GSA and such notification shall include: the boundaries of the Madera Subbasin
that the Root Creek Water District intends to manage, which shall include lands within
Root Creek Water District’s boundaries as set forth in the map attached hereto as Exhibit
“A”, a copy of this Resolution, a list of the interested parties developed pursuant to
Section 10723.2 of SGMA, and an explanation of how their interests will be considered

in the development and operation of the GSA and the development and implementation
of the GSA’s GSP.

All the foregoing being on motion of Director Scarborough, seconded by Director Coulthard, and
authorized by the following vote, to wit:

AYES: 5
NOES:

ABSTAIN:

ABSENT: 1
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I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing resolution is the resolution of said District as
duly passed and adopted by said Board of Directors on the 8™ day of June, 2016.

WITNESS my hand and seal of said Board of Directors this 8™ day of June, 2016,

TONI SCARBOROUGH, Secretary of Root
Creek Water District
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EXHIBIT “A”

GSA Boundary Map
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