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To advance the economic, social and environmental sustainability of Northern California 

by enhancing and preserving the water rights, supplies and water quality. 

 

September 23, 2015 
 

 
Tim Ross  
California Department of Water Resources 
Attn: Sustainable Groundwater Management Section 
P.O. Box 942836 
Sacramento, CA 94236 
 
Dear Mr. Ross: 
 
The Northern California Water Association (NCWA) has reviewed your August 6, 2015 list of critically over-
drafted basins. With respect to the Sacramento Valley, we agree with your list and the related assessment--
there are no areas in the Sacramento Valley that are currently in critical over-draft.  
 
NCWA, working closely with Sacramento Valley water resources managers, has convened several technical 
reports over the past several years that support your conclusions. The excellent work in the Department of 
Water Resources’ California’s Groundwater Update 2013 also provides similar support for your conclusion.  
 
Groundwater levels in the Sacramento Valley have been generally consistent--draw down during dry years and 
then recovery in wet years—yet these reports are showing certain areas where groundwater levels are not 
recovering as they have in the past. While we cannot yet distinguish between the impacts of the ongoing 
drought (including only two wet years this century) and what may be longer-term changes to the Sacramento 
Valley water balance, we know that the lack of surface supplies and the expanding and intensifying use of 
groundwater in the Sacramento Valley are contributing to this dynamic. 
 
To better understand and address this issue, local agencies throughout the Sacramento Valley are fully engaged 
in efforts to implement the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (SGMA). Our objectives are for the local 
agencies to sustainably manage the water resources (thus avoiding overdraft) and have the entire Sacramento 
Valley floor covered with approved Groundwater Sustainability Plans by January 31, 2022.  
 
We look forward to working with DWR in helping the local agencies achieve these objectives.  
 
 Sincerely yours,  
  
  
  
 David J. Guy 
 President 


