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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
BEFORE THE 

FEDERAL ENERGY REGULATORY COMMISSION 
 
California Department of Water Resources   Project No. ___________ 
 
 

FINAL APPLICATION FOR EXEMPTION FOR SMALL 
CONDUIT HYDROELECTRIC FACILITY 

 
  
I. INTRODUCTORY STATEMENT 

Pursuant to Section 4.90 of the regulations of the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 
(Commission or FERC),1 the California Department of Water Resources (DWR) applies to 
FERC for a conduit exemption for the Mojave Siphon Powerplant (MSPP), an existing small 
conduit hydroelectric facility that meets the requirements of 18 CFR § 4.30(b)(28), from certain 
provisions of Part I of the Federal Power Act (FPA). 

 
The existing MSPP is currently a facility of the licensed South SWP Hydropower FERC Project        
No. 2426 (P-2426).  The current license for P-2426 was issued on March 22, 1978, with an 
effective expiration date of January 31, 2022.  Because the MSPP facility qualifies for a conduit 
exemption under 18 CFR § 4.30(b)(28), DWR has elected to apply for a conduit exemption at 
this time.  DWR is filing on this same date an application to amend the license for P-2426 by 
removing or modifying the exhibits associated with the MSPP and reducing the authorized 
installed capacity.2 

 
The location of the facility is:  

 
State or Territory:  California 
County:   San Bernardino 
Township or nearby town: Hesperia 

 
The exact name and business address of the applicant is: 

 
 Name:   California Department of Water Resources 
Address:  P.O. Box 942836 

    Sacramento, California  94236-0001 
 

                                                 
1  18 CFR § 4.201 (2012). 
2Application for Non-Capacity Amendment of License, Project No. 2426, filed January 15, 2014.  The application to 
remove the Mojave Siphon Powerplant Exhibits from the P-2426 license also requests removal of the exhibits 
pertaining to the Alamo Powerplant, another P-2426 generating facility that qualifies for a conduit exemption and 
for which DWR has also filed a conduit exemption application on this date. 
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The exact name, business address, and contact information for each person authorized to act as 
agent for the applicant in this application is: 
 

Name of Agent: Ted Craddock 
Title:   Chief 

Hydropower License Planning and Compliance Office 
California Department of Water Resources 

Address:  P.O. Box 942836 
Sacramento, California 94236-0001 

Telephone:  916-263-0261 
Email:   Ted.Craddock@water.ca.gov  
 
Name of Agents: Michael A. Swiger 
   John Clements 
Address:  Van Ness Feldman, LLP 
   1050 Thomas Jefferson Street, N.W. 7th Floor 
   Washington, DC 20007  
Telephone:  202-298-1800 
Emails:  mas@vnf.com  
   jhc@vnf.com   

 
DWR is a department of the State of California. 
 
Pursuant to Section 30 of the FPA, 16 USC § 823, DWR requests exemption from certain 
provisions of Part I of the FPA. 
 
II. EXHIBITS  

Exhibits A, E, F and G are included in this application. 
 
Exhibit F contains Critical Energy Infrastructure Information (CEII), and is being filed under 
separate cover as a CEII filing.  DWR requests a waiver from FERC for submitting new    
Exhibit F supporting design reports.  The conduit exemption does not involve any new 
construction or changes in the existing operations.  The MSPP has been in operation for 18 years.  
The most recent Part 12D Independent Consultant’s safety inspection, in August 2010, deemed 
the MSPP suitable for continued safe and reliable operation and determined there were no 
emergency or remedial measures necessary for continued safe operation.  Additionally, FERC 
staff performing the Annual Dam Safety/Operation Inspection has found the facility to be in 
good operating condition and well maintained for the last several years.  The facility will 
continue to be in use and operate in the same manner as prior to the issuance of the conduit 
exemption.   
  
III. EVIDENCE OF APPLICANT OWNERSHIP 

DWR has all of the real property interests in the lands on which the MSPP is located necessary to 
operate the facility.  Documentary evidence of ownership is included in Attachment 1. 
 

mailto:Ted.Craddock@water.ca.gov
mailto:mas@vnf.com
mailto:jhc@vnf.com
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IV. INDIAN TRIBES 

DWR believes that no Native American tribes are affected by the conduit exemption.  However, 
notice on the availability of the draft application was provided to the below Native American 
tribes identified by the Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) as associated with San 
Bernardino County for comment.  
 
• Fernandeno Tataviam Band of Mission Indians 
• AhaMaKav Cultural Society Fort Mojave Indian Tribe 
• Morongo Band of Mission Indians  
• Ramona Band of Cahuilla Mission Indians 
• San Fernando Band of Mission Indians 
• San Manuel Band of Mission Indians 
• Serrano Nation of Mission Indians 

 
V. DOCUMENTATION OF CONSULTATION 

DWR has followed the consultation requirements under 18 CFR § 4.38.  Documentation of 
consultation is included in Attachment 2. 
 
VI. PUBLIC UTILITY REGULATORY POLICIES ACT BENEFITS 

DWR is not seeking benefits under Section 210 of the Public Utility Regulatory Policies Act. 
 
VII. STATEMENT OF FEES REQUIRED TO DEVELOP FEDERAL POWER ACT 

SECTION 30(C) CONDITIONS 

18 CFR §§ 4.301(a)(2) and 4.302 require a conduit exemption applicant to notify each fish and 
wildlife agency consulted that it will seek an exemption from licensing and, if the agency 
provides a reasonable estimate of its anticipated total cost to set FPA Section 30(c) terms and 
conditions for the protection of fish and wildlife, to accompany the exemption application with a 
fee or bond.  
 
Letters to the United States Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS), National Marine Fisheries 
Service (NMFS), and California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) were sent out with 
the draft application to determine if fish and wildlife agencies will be soliciting fees to develop 
any FPA Section 30(c) terms and conditions, if applicable.  None of those fish and wildlife 
agencies responded indicating the need to develop any FPA Section (c) terms and conditions, 
and thus, no fees were requested by those resource agencies.  Documentation of consultation 
regarding the statement of fees is included as Attachment 3.  
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Linda Otero, Director 
AhaMaKav Cultural Society Fort Mojave 
Indian Tribe 
P.O. Box 5990 
Mohave Valley, Arizona 86440 
 
Mr. Dan Flory, General Manager 
Antelope Valley-East Kern Water Agency 
6500 West Avenue N  
Palmdale, California 93551-2855 
 
Ms. Annie Manji 
Statewide FERC Coordinator 
Water Branch 
California Department of Fish and Wildlife  
830 S Street 
Sacramento, California 95811 
 
Ms. Kimberly Nicol, Regional Manager 
Inland Deserts Region 
California Department of Fish and Wildlife 
3602 Inland Empire Boulevard, Suite C-220 
Ontario, California 91764 
 
Mr. Basem Muallem, Director 
California Department of Transportation 
District 8 
464 West 4th Street 
San Bernardino, California 92401 
 
Mr. Dean Messer, Chief 
Division of Environmental Services 
California Department of Water Resources  
3500 Industrial Boulevard 
West Sacramento, California 95691 
 
Mr. David Gutierrez, Chief 
Division of Safety of Dams 
California Department of Water Resources 
P.O. Box 942836 
Sacramento, California 94236-0001 
 
 
 

Ms. Peggy Bernardy  
Assistant Chief Counsel 
Office of Chief Counsel 
California Department of Water Resources 
1416 9th Street, Room 1118 
Sacramento, California 95814 
 
Mr. John Bunce, Chief 
Southern Field Division 
California Department of Water Resources  
34534 116th Street East 
Pearblossom, California 93553 
 
Mr. Mark Stuart, Chief 
Southern Region Office 
California Department of Water Resources  
770 Fairmont Avenue, Suite 102  
Glendale, California 91203-1035  
 
Mr. Paul Clanon, Executive Director 
California Public Utilities Commission 
505 Van Ness Avenue 
San Francisco, California 94102-3214 
 
Mr. Ron Krueper, Superintendent 
Inland Empire District 
California State Parks 
17801 Lake Perris Drive 
Perris, California 92571-9293 
 
Mr. Norb Ruhmke, Superintendent 
Silverwood Lake State Recreation Area 
California State Parks 
14651 Cedar Circle 
Hesperia, California 92345 
 
Ms. Kathy Weatherman, Superintendent 
Tehachapi District 
California State Parks 
15101 Lancaster Road 
Lancaster, California 93536 
 
 
 



 

Final Application for Exemption for 7 Mojave Siphon Powerplant 
Small Conduit Hydroelectric Facility  

Mr. Steve Wickstrum, General Manager 
Casitas Municipal Water District 
1055 Ventura Avenue  
Oak View, California 93022-9622 
 
Mr. Dan Masnada, General Manager 
Castaic Lake Water Agency 
27234 Bouquet Canyon Road 
Santa Clarita, California 91350-2173 
 
Mr. Terry Erlewine, General Manager 
State Water Contractors 
1121 L Street, Suite 1050 
Sacramento, California 95815-3944 
 
Mr. Jim Barrett  
General Manager-Chief Engineer 
Coachella Valley Water District 
P.O. Box 1058  
Coachella, California 92236-1058 
 
Mr. Mark Tomich 
Community Development Director  
City of Colton 
650 North La Cadena Drive 
Colton, California 92324 
 
Ms. Roxanne M. Holmes 
Crestline-Lake Arrowhead Water Agency 
P.O. Box 3880  
Crestline, California 92325-3880  
 
Mr. David K. Luker, General Manager 
Desert Water Agency 
P.O. Box 1710 
Palm Springs, California 92263-1710 
 
Mr. Michael Postar, Attorney 
Duncan, Weinberg, Genzer & Pembroke PC 
1615 M Street, NW Suite 800 
Washington, DC 20036 
 
Ms. Kimberly D. Bose, Secretary 
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 
888 First Street, N.E. 
Washington, DC 20426 

Acting Regional Engineer 
Division of Dam and Project Safety 
Office of Energy Projects 
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 
100 First Street, Suite 2300 
San Francisco, California 94105-3084 
 
Mr. Don Williams, AICP 
Director of Community Development 
City of Fontana 
8353 Sierra Avenue 
Fontana, California 92335-3528 
 
Mr. Mike Podegracz, City Manager 
Planning Department 
City of Hesperia 
9700 Seventh Avenue 
Hesperia, California 92345 
 
Ms. Kathleen Krause 
Clerk of the Board of Supervisors 
County Administrative Office 
County of Kern 
1115 Truxtun Avenue, 5th Floor 
Bakersfield, California 93301 
 
Mr. James M. Beck, General Manager 
Kern County Water Agency 
P.O. Box 58 
Bakersfield, California 93302-0058 
 
Ms. Jan Zimmerman 
Lahontan Regional Water Quality  
Control Board 
Victorville Office  
14440 Civic Drive, Suite 200 
Victorville, California 92392 
 
Mr. Gary Nordor 
Lewiston Community Services District  
P.O. Box 33 
Lewiston, California 96052-0033 
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Littlerock Creek Irrigation District 
35141 87th Street East 
Littlerock, California 93543-3300 
 
Mr. Arthur S. Kearney, Director 
City of Loma Linda 
25541 Barton Road 
Loma Linda, California 92354-3125 
 
Mr. Michael D. Antonovich 
Supervisor, Fifth District 
County of Los Angeles  
500 West Temple Street 
Los Angeles, California 90012 
 
Mr. Richard J. Bruckner, Director  
County of Los Angeles 
Department of Regional Planning 
320 West Temple Street 
Los Angeles, California 90012 
 
Mr. John C. Kokoska 
Director of Internal Generation 
Los Angeles Department of Water & Power 
111 North Hope Street, Room 1149 
Los Angeles, California 90012 
 
Mr. Randy S. Howard 
Director of Resource Planning 
Los Angeles Department of Water & Power 
111 North Hope Street, Suite 921 
Los Angeles, California 90012 
 
Ms. Syndi Driscoll 
Deputy City Attorney 
Los Angeles Department of Water & Power 
111 North Hope Street, Room 340 
Los Angeles, California 90012 
 
Mr. Dirk Marks 
Metropolitan Water District of  
Southern California 
P.O. Box 54153 
Los Angeles, California 90054-0153 
 

Mr. Jeffrey Kightlinger, General Manager 
Metropolitan Water District of  
Southern California 
P.O. Box 54153 
Los Angeles, California 90054-0153 
 
Mr. John Schlotterbeck 
Metropolitan Water District of  
Southern California 
P.O. Box 54153 
Los Angeles, California 90054-0153 
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Southern California 
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Mr. Kirby Brill, General Manager 
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Ernest H. Siva 
Tribal Elder 
Morongo Band of Mission Indians  
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Banning, California 92220 
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Morongo Band of Mission Indians 
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Banning, California 92220 
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FERC Hydropower Coordinator 
Pacific West Region 
National Park Service 
333 Bush Street, Suite 500 
San Francisco, California 94104-2828 
 
Mr. William W. Stelle, Jr.   
Regional Administrator 
NOAA Fisheries, West Coast Region 
7600 Sand Point Way, NE, Bldg 1 
Seattle, Washington 98115-0070 
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EXHIBIT A 
 

FACILITY DESCRIPTION 
 

(1)  A brief description of any conduits and associated consumptive water supply 
facilities, intake facilities, powerhouses, and any other structures associated with the 
facility. 

  
The California State Water Project (SWP) gathers water from the Feather River watershed for 
delivery to municipal, industrial, and agricultural consumers in Northern California, the San 
Francisco Bay area, San Joaquin Valley, Central Coast, and Southern California.  The California 
SWP delivers an annual average of approximately 2.5 million acre-feet through 20 pumping 
plants, 9 hydroelectric powerplants, 34 storage facilities, and over 700 miles of aqueducts and 
pipelines.  

 
The MSPP is located on the East Branch of the SWP, a 141-mile-long system of canals and 
buried pipelines forming the southern portion of the California SWP. 
 

(2)  The proximate natural sources of water that supply the related conduit. 
 
There are no proximate natural sources of water that supply the conduit.   
 

(3)  The purposes for which the conduit is used. 
 
The East Branch of the SWP delivers water to water agencies in Southern California. 
 

(4)  The number of generating units, including auxiliary units, the capacity of each unit, 
and provision, if any, for future units. 

 
The MSPP has three 10,800 kilowatt (kW) generators, totaling 32,400 kW.  No additional 
capacity is planned. 
 

(5)  The type of each hydraulic turbine. 
 
The generators are connected to three 11,900 horsepower Francis turbines totaling               
35,700 horsepower. 
 

(6)  A description of how the plant is to be operated, manually or automatically, and 
whether the plant is to be used for peaking. 

 
The MSPP is operated automatically on a “run-of-aqueduct” basis.  The MSPP has no peaking 
capability. 
 

(7)  Estimations of: 
 
(i)  The average annual generation in kilowatt hours; 
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The average annual generation in kilowatt hours is 65,678,300 kWh.  This is based on the 
average generation records for a 10 year period (2002 through 2011). 
 

(ii)  The average head of the plant; 
 
The net head is 100 feet, created by a drop in the aqueduct elevation. 
 

(iii)  The hydraulic capacity of the plant (flow through the plant) in cubic feet per second. 
 
The hydraulic capacity of the plant is 2,880 cubic feet per second (cfs). 
 

(iv)  The average flow of the conduit at the plant or point of diversion (using best 
available data and explaining the sources of the data and the method of calculation); and  

 
The average flow of the conduit at the powerplant (based on a combined average annual flow for 
the years 2002 through 2011 for Mojave Siphon discharge tunnel and generation combined) is 
1,214 cfs.  The source of the data is records kept by DWR’s Division of Operations and 
Maintenance.  The average flow is calculated as follows: 
 
Ave. Flow = (Average flow in acre-foot/yr) x (1 yr/365 day) x (1 cfs/1.98 acre-foot) a day 
 

(v)  The average amount of the flow described in paragraph (c)(7)(iv) of this section 
available for power generation. 

 
The average amount of the flow described in paragraph (c)(7)(iv) of this section available for 
power generation (based on combined average annual flow for the years 2002 through 2011 for 
generation) is 1,199 cfs.  The source of the data is records kept by DWR’s Division of 
Operations and Maintenance.  The average flow is calculated as follows: 
 
Ave. Flow = (Average flow in acre-foot/yr) x (1 yr/365 day) x (1 cfs/1.98 acre-foot) a day 
 
Of average flow described in paragraph (c)(7)(iv), 1,199 cfs was used for generation for that     
10 year period (2002 through 2011).  Of the remaining flow, an average of 15 cfs was bypassed 
via the Mojave Siphon discharge tunnel, due to outages for maintenance activities.  
 

(8)  The planned date for beginning construction of the facility. 
 
The MSPP is an existing facility.  Construction was completed and the facility went online in 
1995.   
 

(9)  If the hydroelectric facility discharges direction into a natural body of water and a 
petition for waiver of § 4,28(b)(28)(v) has not been submitted, evidence that a quantity of 
water equal to or greater than the quantity discharged from the hydroelectric facility is 
withdrawn from that water body downstream into a conduit that is part of the same water 
supply system as the conduit on which the hydroelectric facility is located.  
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Not applicable.  The MSPP discharges directly into the Mojave Siphon discharge tunnel pipeline, 
a component of P-2426. 
 

(10)  If the hydroelectric facility discharges directly to a point of agricultural, municipal, 
or industrial consumption, a description of the nature and location of that point of 
consumption. 

 
Not applicable.  The MSPP discharges directly into the Mojave Siphon discharge tunnel pipeline, 
a component of P-2426. 
 

(11)  A description of the nature and extent of any construction of a dam that would 
occur in association with construction of the proposed small conduit hydroelectric 
facility, including a statement of the normal maximum surface area and normal maximum 
surface elevation of any existing impoundment before and after that construction;  and 
any evidence that the construction would occur for agricultural, municipal, or industrial 
consumptive purposes, even if hydroelectric generating facilities were not installed. 

 
No dam is associated with, and no water is impounded for operation of MSPP.  The generating 
facility consists of the MSPP with three 10.8 MW generators.  The P-2426 facilities that join to 
the MSPP consist of an intake structure on the aqueduct; three buried 2.47-mile-long, 12-foot-
diameter pipelines; and an 18-foot-diameter, 480-foot-long discharge tunnel pipeline.  The 
MSPP operates on a “run-of-aqueduct” basis. 
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EXHIBIT E 
 

ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT 
 

(1)  A description of the environmental setting in the vicinity of the facility, including 
vegetative cover, fish and wildlife resources, water quality and quantity, land and water 
uses, recreational uses, socio-economic conditions, historical and archeological 
resources, and visual resources.  The report must give special attention to endangered or 
threatened plant and animal species, critical habitats, and sites eligible for or included 
on the National Register of Historic Places.   

 
The facilities proposed to be authorized under a conduit exemption have been in operation since 
1995 as licensed components of P-2426.  All environmental requirements under the P-2426 
license, which pertained to impacts from construction of the facility, have been completed.  
Conversion of the authority under which the facility operates from a licensed development to a 
conduit exemption will not change any environmental conditions or lead to any new 
environmental impacts.   
 
Vegetative Cover 
 
The area immediately surrounding the MSPP consists largely of chaparral and scrub dominated 
by native species such as sagebrush, rabbitbrush and California buckwheat (reference Photo 1 
below).  Juniper and manzanita are scattered throughout the area.  Riparian vegetation is present 
along Horsethief Creek; however, the creek and the riparian vegetation are located 
approximately 0.5 mile away from the MSPP, outside of the conduit exemption boundary.  The 
995-acre Silverwood Lake is a reservoir located below the MSPP, immediately to the south.  
Ponderosa pines (Pinus ponderosa) occupy the ridges, yielding to incense-cedar (Calocedrus 
decurrens), black oak (Quercus kelloggii), and chaparral at lower elevations.  Foothills covered 
with chaparral surround the reservoir on the east and west sides.  The Mojave Desert and riparian 
habitat of the West Fork Mojave River is present on the northern side and outside of the conduit 
exemption boundary. 
 
A review of the California Native Plant Society (CNPS) California Native Plant Inventory of 
Rare and Endangered Plants (May 20131) identified 16 plant species in the Silverwood Lake     
7.5 minute USGS quadrangle mapped area where MSPP is located.  However, there will be no 
effect to those plant species. 
 

                                                 
1California Native Plant Society. 2013. Inventory of Rare and Endangered Plants (online edition, v8-01a). California 
Native Plant Society. Sacramento, CA. Accessed on Thursday, May 30, 2013. 



Final Application for Exemption for 2 Mojave Siphon Powerplant 
Small Conduit Hydroelectric Facility  Exhibit E – Environmental Report 
 

 
 

Photo 1 – View of area surrounding Mojave Siphon Powerplant. 
 

No changes in vegetation will occur from continued operations and maintenance of the MSPP 
under a conduit exemption.  There will be no construction activities or any changes to existing 
operations associated with the issuance of a conduit exemption, and thus, there will be no 
impacts to vegetative resources from the continued operations or issuance of a conduit 
exemption.  No environmental protection or mitigation measures are proposed. 
 
Fish and Wildlife Resources 
 
The existing MSPP site is fully developed including extensive areas of cut and fill, and is located 
on a paved site as shown in Photo 2.  Little vegetation exists within the MSPP site to provide 
suitable habitat for native wildlife species.  The wildlife in the general vicinity of the MSPP are 
typical desert scrub native and non-native species including but not limited to: western 
rattlesnake (Crotalus oreganus), gopher snake (Pituophis catenifer), sagebrush lizard 
(Sceloporus graciosus), bull frog (Ranidae sp.), turkey vulture (Cathartes aura), common raven 
(Corvus corax), Western gull (Larus occidentalis), mallard (Anas platyrhynchos), general 
passerines, mule deer (Odocoileus hemionus), ground squirrels (Otospermophilus beecheyi), 
beaver (Castor Canadensis), and coyote (Canas latrans).   
 
There is no USFWS-designated critical habitat for endangered or threatened species within the 
proposed conduit exemption boundary.  USFWS-designated critical habitat for the federally-
listed endangered arroyo toad (Anaxyrus californicus) and the federal and state-listed endangered 
Southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus) occurs approximately two miles 
away from MSPP, outside of the conduit exemption boundary.  There are no wetlands or other 
sensitive habitats in the conduit exemption boundary.  
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The area surrounding the MSPP is highly disturbed with no potential habitat for listed species.  
Reviews of the CDFW California Natural Diversity Database (March 2013) and the USFWS 
species lists (March 2013) identified potential listed special-status species in the general area; 
however, none of those species are anticipated to occur in the proposed conduit exemption 
boundary due to the absence of suitable habitat.   
 

 
 

Photo 2 – Facilities located within proposed conduit exemption boundary. 
 
A few species may utilize the surrounding areas for habitat and/or foraging.  Silverwood Lake, 
located outside the conduit exemption boundary, attracts waterfowl, raptors, geese and 
songbirds.  Bald eagles utilize Silverwood Lake as part of their winter migration (early 
November through early April) to forage, perch and roost at night.  No nesting bald eagles have 
been observed at MSPP.  No changes in the MSPP or operations will occur.  Therefore, there 
will be no new impacts on bald eagles that may utilize the surrounding vicinity. 
 
Horsethief Creek is located approximately 0.5 miles away from the MSPP, outside of the 
proposed conduit exemption boundary.  The creek may provide habitat and/or foraging habitat 
for some aquatic species.  Southwestern pond turtle surveys conducted by Dr. David Polcyn from 
the Department of Biology, California State University, San Bernardino, along Horsethief Creek 
showed no signs of turtles in the vicinity2.   
 
                                                 
2 Letter Order, California Desert Studies Consortium. September 13, 1990 from Gerry Scherba, Director to Bruce 
Eliason, California Fish and Game. 
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A small population of arroyo toads is known to occur in Horsethief Creek on the adjacent private 
ranch property, north of and outside the proposed conduit exemption boundary.  A 2004 DWR 
survey of arroyo toads along the Mojave Siphon access road showed that arroyo toads stayed 
near the creek in the vicinity of the culvert bridge crossing, which is located approximately a 
mile away from the MSPP.  Horsethief Creek and the culvert bridge are located outside of the 
proposed conduit exemption boundary.  Beavers are present in the area, and are known to 
construct beaver dams in the creek creating ponding of creek flows.  No change in the MSPP or 
operations will occur.  Therefore, there will be no impacts to the arroyo toad that may utilize 
Horsethief Creek. 
 
MSPP is an existing structure, and daily routine activities are performed for operations and 
maintenance.  Operation and maintenance activities in the past have not been shown to cause any 
perceptible effects to listed species.  There is no new construction being proposed, and thus, 
there will be no potential impacts to any fish or wildlife species located in the vicinity of the 
MSPP.  For any future construction or major maintenance activities within the MSPP site, DWR 
has existing adopted policies and procedures in place for conducting environmental analyses in 
accordance with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), and consulting with the 
appropriate state and federal resource agencies.  No environmental protection or mitigation 
measures are proposed. 
 
Water Quality and Quantity 
 
The California SWP gathers water from the Feather River watershed for delivery to municipal, 
industrial and agricultural users in Northern California, the San Francisco Bay area, San Joaquin 
Valley, Central Coast, and Southern California.  An annual average flow of approximately       
2.5 million acre-feet of water is delivered through 20 pumping plants, 9 hydroelectric 
powerplants, 34 storage facilities, and over 700 miles of aqueducts and pipelines.  In Southern 
California, the Edmonston Pumping Plant lifts water up approximately 2,000 feet over the 
Tehachapi Mountains through the Carly V. Porter Tunnel near Gorman.  The California SWP 
bifurcates into the West and East Branches, downstream of the Carly V. Porter Tunnel.  The 
MSPP is located on the East Branch of P-2426.  
 
The MSPP operates on a “run-of-aqueduct” basis, whereby flows enter the MSPP facilities and 
are discharged into the aqueduct system.  Flows from the California SWP are conveyed to the 
MSPP through an intake structure on the aqueduct near Check 66.  Water is conveyed through 
one of three parallel 2.47 mile long steel pipelines to the MSPP, and is discharged to the 480-foot 
long Mojave Siphon discharge tunnel pipeline.  Flows from the discharge tunnel pipeline are 
conveyed to an intake into Silverwood Lake.  
 
There are no natural bodies of water or streams located within or immediately adjacent to the 
boundary of MSPP.  Silverwood Lake is a 74,970 acre-feet man-made reservoir that was created 
by construction of the Cedar Springs Dam in 1971 for regulatory and emergency storage on the 
California SWP.  Silverwood Lake also serves as a forebay to the Devil Canyon Powerplant.   

 
The water quality and quantity of the California SWP is continuously monitored through           
16 automated real time data stations and several flow gauges.  The water quantity data are kept 
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with DWR’s Division of Operations and Maintenance.  The annual average flow through the 
MSPP based on a combined average annual flow for 10 years of annual flow records (years 2002 
through 2011) is 1,199 cfs.  The water quality data are obtained via grab samples collected on a 
monthly basis and analyzed at DWR’s Bryte Chemical Laboratory.  The water quality data are 
made publically available on DWR’s website through the California Data Exchange Center and 
the Water Data Library.  There will be no construction activities associated with this conduit 
exemption, and thus, there will be no changes to water quality and quantity.  No environmental 
protection or mitigation measures are proposed. 
 
Land and Water Uses 
 
The conduit exemption boundary lands are located on developed lands within unincorporated 
San Bernardino County in the Desert Planning Region, and are zoned as Institutional land.  
MSPP is located entirely on lands owned in fee by DWR (see Attachment 1). 
 
Adjacent to the MSPP, the ownership includes State-owned right-of-ways for the California 
SWP, Silverwood Lake State Recreation Area and State Route 173, and private property in 
ranching uses.  Federal lands within a 10 mile radius, but not immediately adjacent to the MSPP 
site are the San Bernardino National Forest (Forest Mountain Top Ranger District), the United 
States Bureau of Land Management, and the United States Army Corps of Engineers.    
  
Horsethief Creek is the nearest natural drainage that is located approximately 0.5 miles away 
from and outside of the conduit exemption boundary.  The creek flows generally west to east and 
is aligned perpendicular to the Mojave Siphon pipelines located outside of the proposed conduit 
exemption boundary.  This creek is a tributary of the Mojave River system.  No other permanent 
natural watercourses traverse the immediate MSPP site.  The Mojave River is within 5 miles, but 
outside of the proposed conduit exemption boundary.  Water flows into and out of the MSPP via 
buried pipelines, and is discharged into Silverwood Lake. 
 
No changes in land or water use will occur with the issuance of a conduit exemption.  Ongoing 
operation and maintenance activities of the MSPP will also not lead to any changes in existing 
uses.  No adverse effects to land and water resources will occur by continuing operation of the 
MSPP under a conduit exemption.  No environmental protection or mitigation measures are 
proposed. 
 
Recreational Uses 
 
Nearly all the facilities and property within the proposed conduit exemption boundary are fenced 
and are not available to the public.  However, small portions of the proposed conduit exemption 
boundary area fall just outside the fence line.  These small portions are located on previously 
disturbed land owned by DWR.  In addition, the adjoining facilities including the Mojave Siphon 
pipelines and discharge tunnel pipeline are excluded from public access.  The Pacific Crest Trail 
(PCT) runs along State Route 173, parallel to and north of the proposed conduit exemption 
boundary.  The PCT originates in Mexico, traverses California, Oregon and Washington, 
terminates in Canada, and is 2,650 miles long.  The PCT was designated by Congress as a 
National Scenic Trail in 1968.  The California Department of Parks and Recreation through its 
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Silverwood Lake State Recreation Area staff, along with the Pacific Crest Trail Association, 
manages this portion of the PCT.  It is used year-round by hikers, who have a good view of the 
MSPP which is painted in desert colors to blend with the surrounding environment.  The PCT in 
this reach crosses through developed lands as it follows State Route 173 and other man-made 
roads and structures. 
 
Other public recreation opportunities located in the general area of the MSPP include the 
Silverwood Lake State Recreation Area.  Additionally, the Hesperia Lake Park and Nature 
Center, Lake Gregory Regional Park, and the San Bernardino National Forest provide 
recreational opportunities within 15 miles of the MSPP site. 

 
While continued operations and periodic maintenance procedures result in short-term, temporary 
noise, there will be no new effects to recreationists as a result of the issuance of a conduit 
exemption.  No environmental protection or mitigation measures are proposed.  
 
Socio-economic Conditions 
 
According to the United States Census Bureau3, the state of California has a total population of 
37,253,956, and a statewide median household income (MHI) of $61,632.  In comparison, the 
MSPP facility is located south from the City of Hesperia, California, a city with approximately 
88,247 people, 25,088 households, an MHI of approximately $48,624, and a per capita income of 
$17,589.   
 
Major economic sectors found in the region include retail trade, educational 
services/healthcare/social assistance, construction and manufacturing.  The MSPP supports eight 
full-time positions4, which makes a minor contribution to the local economy. 
 
There is no housing, commerce, or any other public use associated with the MSPP, or within the 
immediate area including any proposed developments that will be impacted by ongoing 
operations of MSPP and the issuance of a conduit exemption.  Consequently, the issuance of the 
conduit exemption will not impact the socio-economic conditions of the surrounding area.  

                                                 
3 2007-2011 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates, United States Census Bureau. 
4 Average employment for fiscal years 2003-2012. 



Final Application for Exemption for 7 Mojave Siphon Powerplant 
Small Conduit Hydroelectric Facility  Exhibit E – Environmental Report 
 

Historical and Archeological Resources 
 
MSPP is a fully developed site and is not known to contain historic or prehistoric resources.  The 
MSPP was completed in 1995, and therefore, is less than 45 years old and is not currently of an 
age to be considered as eligible for the National Register of Historic Places.  The facility does 
not possess any exceptional importance that would make it eligible to achieve significance 
within a less than 45 year period. 
 
Areas in the vicinity of MSPP within a half mile are sensitive for cultural resources, particularly 
the Summit Valley area.  During construction of the Mojave Siphon pipelines in the 1990s, four 
National Register of Historic Places eligible archaeological sites were identified.  These sites are 
CA-SBR-7691, CA-SBR-1913, CA-SBR-6580 and CA-SBR-1624.  All of these sites are located 
outside the proposed conduit exemption boundary. 

 
No new construction or ground disturbing activities are being proposed.  Operations and 
maintenance activities will only take place on previously disturbed and developed lands. 
Therefore, there will be no effect on historical or archaeological resources as a result of the 
issuance of a conduit exemption.  For any future construction or major maintenance activities 
within the MSPP site, DWR has existing adopted policies and procedures in place for conducting 
environmental analyses in accordance with CEQA, and consulting with the appropriate state and 
federal resource agencies and Native American tribes5.  No environmental protection or 
mitigation measures are proposed. 
 
Visual Resources  
 
The MSPP is located within and adjacent to a scenic area, including Summit Valley, Horsethief 
Creek, Mojave River, the San Bernardino National Forest, and Silverwood Lake.  Photo 3 shows 
the MSPP from the PCT along State Route 173.  Photo 4 shows the MSPP looking southwest 
from State Route 173.  The California SWP facilities are visible from various locations along 
State Route 173, a San Bernardino County-designated scenic route from State Route 18 
northwest to Hesperia, and from the PCT along State Route 173.  The MSPP and a majority of 
the surrounding fence are painted in colors to match the surrounding desert environment in an 
effort to reduce the effect on visual resources.  Photo 2 shows the facility color scheme.  The 
Mojave Siphon pipelines are buried and are not observable except for maintenance access points.  
Views from the Cedar Springs Dam crest do not include the MSPP, which is situated well below 
the dam.  Photo 5 is a view across Summit Valley from the crest of Cedar Springs Dam with the 
MSPP situated out of view (behind the hill on the left side of Photo 5).  Photo 6 is a view of 
Silverwood Lake from the crest of Cedar Springs Dam.  
 

                                                 
5 In accordance with the California Natural Resources Agency Adoption of Final Tribal Consultation Policy, 
pursuant to Executive Order B-10-11 dated September 19, 2011, adopted on November 20, 2012.  
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Photo 3 – View of Mojave Siphon Powerplant from Pacific Crest Trail along State Route 173. 
 

 
 
Photo 4 – View of Mojave Siphon Powerplant looking southwest (Silverwood Lake is on the 
other side of ridge in background). 
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Photo 5 - View across Summit Valley from the crest of Cedar Springs Dam. 
 

 
 

Photo 6 – View of Silverwood Lake from the crest of Cedar Springs Dam. 
 
No construction will occur as a result of this conduit exemption, and operation and maintenance 
activities will continue as in previous years.  Therefore, there will be no new effects to visual 
resources from this action.  No environmental protection or mitigation measures are proposed. 
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(2)  A description of the expected environmental impacts resulting from the continued 
operation of the existing small conduit hydroelectric facility, including a discussion of the 
specific measures proposed by the applicant and others to protect and enhance 
environmental resources and to mitigate adverse impacts of the facilities on them. 

 
No environmental impacts are expected to result from continued operation of the existing 
facility.  MSPP will continue to operate in the same manner it has been operated since 
construction was completed.  Therefore, DWR does not propose any environmental protection or 
mitigation measures.  
 

(3)  A description of alternative means of obtaining an amount of power equivalent to 
that provided by the existing facility. 

 
The California SWP is a net power user.  MSPP is a small-capacity hydro-generation plant on 
the East Branch of P-2426, installed to recover energy associated with California SWP pumping 
operations.  Not only does this plant provide an energy quantity needed by the California SWP, it 
has the advantage of generating energy that is both clean (zero-emissions) and green 
(renewable), and at favorable generation timing, i.e., energy generated at the plant is 
synchronized with the California SWP’s pump demand.  In economic terms, the plant acts as a 
natural hedge against energy market prices paid by the pump demand.  All energy generated at 
the plant is consumed by the California SWP.   
 
If, for any reason, the output of the plant was no longer available to the California SWP, it would 
create an energy deficit in the California SWP’s energy portfolio equal to the lost output of 
MSPP, potentially worsen the California SWP’s carbon footprint, reduce the California SWP’s 
renewable portfolio, and cause a loss of a natural hedge against price volatility of the California 
Independent System Operator (CAISO) market, all of which would result in increased cost and 
risk. 
 
To mitigate these unfavorable impacts, the California SWP would need to fix the additional 
energy deficit by purchasing energy from the CAISO in quantities and with timing that 
duplicates MSPP generation.  These energy deliveries would have the correct magnitude and 
timing but the natural hedge provided by California SWP generation to California SWP pumping 
would be lost.  Long-term contracts would not be necessary for this energy since the CAISO’s 
market can provide this energy, although the price for such replacement energy may not be a 
given.  However, the replacement energy purchased from the CAISO’s market may not be either 
renewable or clean.  Consequently, DWR would need to fix the increased carbon footprint and 
correct the renewable portfolio by executing long-term contracts to purchase a quantity of energy 
from a zero-emissions renewable energy source equal to the additional quantity of energy 
purchased, and sell this additional zero-emissions renewable energy to the CAISO market while 
retaining the associated Renewable Energy Credits.  This duplicate purchase/sale procedure 
would be necessary because the zero-emissions purchase would not match the needed delivery 
hours or hourly quantities during the hours of California SWP pumping.  
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 (4)  Any additional information the applicant considers important. 
 
DWR considered the potential environmental effects and determined that the action of applying 
for a conduit exemption for MSPP qualifies for a Class 1 Categorical Exemption pursuant to the 
CEQA Guidelines, Section 15301.  The conduit exemption will occur on an existing facility, and 
will not involve an increase in capacity or existing use.  DWR filed a Notice of Exemption with 
the State Clearinghouse (State Clearinghouse Number 2013068271) on June 24, 2013, prior to 
filing the final conduit exemption application with FERC. 
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EXHIBIT F 
 

PROJECT ENGINEERING DRAWINGS 
 
 

The Exhibit F contains Critical Energy Infrastructure Information as defined in 18 CFR                
§ 388.113(c)(1).  Therefore, Exhibit F is being filed under separate cover with a request for 
confidential treatment. 
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EXHIBIT G 
 

PROJECT BOUNDARY MAP 
 

The following Exhibit G Project map conforms to the specifications of 18 CFR § 4.41(h). 
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ATTACHMENT 2 
 

RECORD OF CONSULTATION 
 
 
 
 
Waivers 
 
DWR sent via registered U.S. mail a notification letter on the availability of the Initial 
Consultation Document (ICD), giving notice of the joint agency public meeting and site visit, 
and seeking waivers of second stage consultation and fees associated with FPA Section 30(c) on                
June 7, 2013.  Copies of the letter and waivers are attached as consultation documentation.  
Additionally, the ICD was made publically available on DWR’s webpage at 
http://www.water.ca.gov/hlpco.  Hard copies and electronic copies were made available upon 
request, as well as during the July 11, 2013 joint agency public meeting.  Copies of the ICD and 
notification letter were mailed to FERC on June 7, 2013.  The following agencies, Native 
American tribes, groups and entities were notified of the ICD, joint agency public meeting and 
site visit:  
 
• AhaMaKav Cultural Society Fort Mojave Indian Tribe  
• Antelope Valley-East Kern Water Agency 
• California Department of Fish and Wildlife, Inland Deserts Region  
• California Department of Fish and Wildlife, Water Branch 
• California Department of Transportation, District 8 
• California Department of Water Resources, Division of Environmental Services 
• California Department of Water Resources, Division of Safety of Dams 
• California Department of Water Resources, Office of Chief Counsel 
• California Department of Water Resources, Southern Field Division 
• California Department of Water Resources, Southern Region Office 
• California Public Utilities Commission 
• California State Parks, Inland Empire District 
• California State Parks, Silverwood Lake State Recreation Area 
• California State Parks, Tehachapi District 
• Casitas Municipal Water District 
• Castaic Lake Water Agency 
• Coachella Valley Water District 
• City of Colton 
• Crestline-Lake Arrowhead Water Agency 
• Desert Water Agency 
• Duncan, Weinberg, Genzer & Pembroke PC 
• Federal Energy Regulatory Commission, Secretary 
• Federal Energy Regulatory Commission, Office of Energy Projects 
• City of Fontana 

http://www.water.ca.gov/hlpco
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• City of Hesperia, Planning Department  
• County of Kern 
• Kern County Water Agency 
• Lahontan Regional Water Quality Control Board 
• Lewiston Community Services District  
• Littlerock Creek Irrigation District 
• City of Loma Linda 
• County of Los Angeles  
• Los Angeles Department of Water & Power 
• Metropolitan Water District of Southern California 
• Mojave Water Agency 
• Morongo Band of Mission Indians   
• National Park Service, Pacific West Region 
• National Marine Fisheries Service, Southwest Region 
• Office of Historic Preservation 
• Office of the Governor of California 
• Pacific Crest Trail Association 
• Palmdale Water District 
• Ramona Band of Cahuilla Mission Indians 
• City of Redlands 
• City of Rialto 
• City of Riverside, Public Utilities Department  
• County of Riverside  
• City of San Bernardino 
• County of San Bernardino 
• San Bernardino Associated Governments 
• San Bernardino Valley Municipal Water District 
• San Fernando Band of Mission Indians 
• San Gabriel Valley Municipal Water District 
• San Gorgonio Pass Water Agency 
• San Manual Band of Mission Indians 
• Serrano Nation of Indians 
• Shute, Mihaly & Weinberger c/o Friends of the River 
• Southern California Association of Governments 
• Southern California Edison 
• State Water Resources Control Board, Division of Water Rights  
• Town of Taft 
• Ventura County Watershed Protection District 
• United States Army Corps of Engineers, Los Angeles Regulatory Office 
• United States Bureau of Indian Affairs, Pacific Regional Office 
• United States Bureau of Indian Affairs, Southern California Agency  
• United States Bureau of Reclamation, Southern California Area Office 
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• United States Department of Interior, Office of Regional Solicitor 
• United States Environmental Protection Agency, Region 9 
• United States Fish and Wildlife Service, Palm Springs Fish and Wildlife Office 
• United States Fish and Wildlife Service, Ventura Fish and Wildlife Office  
• United States Forest Service, Pacific Southwest Region 
• United States Senate 
 
Additionally, DWR contacted the NAHC in a May 23, 2013 letter to conduct a check of the 
NAHC’s Sacred Lands File and to confirm the contacts for Native American tribes and 
individuals that may be interested in the conduit exemption boundary area.   
 
The NAHC responded in a May 31, 2013 letter to DWR, and determined that there are no 
traditional cultural places in the conduit exemption boundary.  The NAHC provided a contact list 
of Native American tribes for San Bernardino County.  DWR notified those listed Native 
American tribes on the availability of the ICD for review, the joint agency public meeting, and 
the site visit.  Copies of the letters are attached as consultation documentation.  
 
First Stage Consultation  
 
The ICD was distributed as described above.  Copies of the newspaper notice of the joint agency 
public meeting are attached as consultation documentation.  DWR followed up with phone calls 
and emails to ensure agencies, Native American tribes, groups and entities were made aware of 
the ICD, joint agency public meeting and site visit.  A copy of the phone log is attached as 
consultation documentation  
  
The joint agency public meeting was held from 9:00 am to 11:00 am on July 11, 2013 at the 
Courtyard Marriott, 9619 Mariposa Road, Hesperia, California 92345.  Attendees of the joint 
agency public meeting included DWR staff, DWR’s counsel from Van Ness Feldman LLP, 
DWR’s consultants from MWH, and representatives from the Metropolitan Water District of 
Southern California, and the City of Los Angeles Department of Water and Power.  An audio 
recording of the meeting was made and was filed with FERC on July 26, 2013.  A copy of the 
letter transmitting the recording to FERC is attached as consultation documentation.   
 
A site visit was conducted on the same day following the joint agency public meeting.  The 
above mentioned representatives also participated in the site visit.  Copies of agendas and sign-in 
sheet for the joint agency public meeting and site visit are attached as consultation 
documentation.  
 
The ICD public review period began immediately after the joint agency public meeting on      
July 12, 2013.  DWR requested written comments, or an acknowledgement of no comments by 
September 9, 2013.  DWR received a July 30, 2013 letter from the State Water Contractors 
(SWC; a non-profit association of 27 California public agencies that purchase water under 
contract from the SWP) regarding their support for the conduit exemption application, and a 
September 6, 2013 letter from the United States Bureau of Reclamation (USBR) indicating 
USBR had no comments on the ICD, and no objections to the conduit exemption or waiver.       
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On September 9, 2013, DWR received two letters from the State Water Resources Control Board 
(SWRCB) regarding comments on the conduit exemption applications for Alamo and Mojave 
Siphon Powerplants and the related South SWP Hydropower, FERC Project No. 2426 (P-2426) 
non-capacity license amendment.  In the SWRCB’s September 9, 2013 letters, SWRCB staff 
stated that it had not concluded its evaluation of the conduit exemption applications for Alamo 
and Mojave Siphon Powerplants and the license amendment, and requested a meeting with DWR 
staff on September 18, 2013 to further discuss the applications.  During the September 18, 2013 
meeting, DWR staff presented the conduit exemption and non-capacity license amendment 
applications to SWRCB staff.  A follow-up conference call was held on October 9, 2013, in 
which DWR staff presented additional data to SWRCB staff.  SWRCB staff concluded that they 
had no further concerns, and stated that DWR should proceed with the applications.  No other 
letters or comments were received on the ICD.  The letters received from SWC, USBR, and 
SWRCB are attached as consultation documentation. 
 
Second Stage Consultation 
 
DWR requested waivers of second stage consultation requirements from resource agencies and 
Native American tribes as discussed above.  No responses were received to the waiver request.  
The ICD was issued, which included a draft application and no environmental issues were 
identified or study request received, the only entities that attended the joint agency/public/tribe 
public meetings had no substantive comments, and no entity has indicated that any additional 
information is needed to support the application.  Therefore, DWR believes all necessary pre-
filing consultation has been completed.  
 
Third Stage Consultation 
 
Third stage consultation consists of filing this application with FERC.  The mailing list attached 
to this application demonstrates that DWR has provided a copy of the filed conduit exemption 
application to all required entities.
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CONSULTATION DOCUMENTATION 
 

The following documents are attached as consultation documentation, in order by date. 
 
• 5/23/2013 – DWR to NAHC – Request for a check of the Sacred Lands File and Native 

American Contacts 
 

• 5/31/2013 – NAHC to DWR – Reply to Request for a check of the Sacred Lands File and 
Native American Contacts 
 

• 6/7/2013 – MSPP ICD Notice of Availability 
 

• 6/26/2013 – Proof of Publication in Daily Press Newspaper  
 

• 7/11/2013 – MSPP Joint Agency Public Meeting Agenda 
 

• 7/11/2013 – MSPP Joint Agency Public Meeting Sign-in Sheet 
 

• 7/11/2013 – MSPP Site Visit Agenda 
 

• 7/26/2013 – DWR to FERC Notice of Joint Agency Public Meeting 
 

• 7/30/2013 – SWC Comments on ICD  
 

• 9/6/2013 – USBR Comments on ICD 
 

• 9/9/2013 – SWRCB Comments on ICD 
 

• 11/18/2013 – MSPP Consultation Phone Log. Printed on November 18, 2013. 
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ATTACHMENT 3 
 

DOCUMENTATION OF CONSULTATION REGARDING 
FEDERAL POWER ACT SECTION 30(c) COST ESTIMATES 

 
DWR sent the Notice of Availability on the draft ICD to the USFWS, NMFS and CDFW, for 
determining if these fish and wildlife agencies will be soliciting any fees to develop FPA    
Section 30(c) terms and conditions.  Forms waiving FPA Section 30(c) fees were also provided 
to those fish and wildlife agencies.  No responses were received from any of the fish and wildlife 
agencies.  Copies of the Notice of Availability and waiver are attached below. 
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
FEDERAL ENERGY REGULATORY COMMISSION 

 
California Department of Water Resources    Project No.___________ 

 
 

NOTICE OF APPLICATION ACCEPTED FOR FILING AND SOLICITING  
COMMENTS, MOTIONS TO INTERVENE, PROTESTS,  

RECOMMENDATIONS, AND TERMS AND CONDITIONS 
 

(________________, 2014) 
 
 Take notice that the following hydroelectric application has been filed with 
Commission and is available for public inspection: 

a. Type of Application:  Conduit Exemption  
 
b. Project No.:  _________________ 
 
c. Date filed:  January 15, 2014 
 
d. Applicant:  California Department of Water Resources 
 
e. Name of Project:  Mojave Siphon Powerplant  
 
f. Location:  The existing Mojave Siphon Powerplant is located on the East Branch, South 

SWP Hydropower Project No.2426 (P-2426), in San Bernardino County, California.  The 
applicant owns all of the lands on which the Mojave Siphon Powerplant is located.  

 
g. Filed Pursuant to:  Federal Power Act, 16 USC §§ 791a-825r. 

 
h. Applicant Contact: Mr. Ted Craddock, Chief 

Hydropower License Planning and Compliance Office 
P.O. Box 942836, Sacramento, California 94236-0001 
Telephone: 916-263-0261 
Email: Ted. Craddock@water.ca.gov 

 
i. Commission Contact:  _____________, 202-502-______, _______________ 
 
j. Status of Environmental Analysis:  The application is ready for environmental analysis at this 

time and the Commission is requesting comments, reply comments, recommendations, terms 
and conditions, and prescriptions.  

 
k. Deadline for filing responsive documents:  Due to the small size of the proposed Mojave 

Siphon Powerplant conduit exemption, as well as the absence of any concerns from resource 
agencies, Indian tribes, or members of the public during the initial consultation process, the 
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60-day timeframe specified in 18 CFR § 4.34(b) for filing all comments, motions to 
intervene, protests, recommendations, terms and conditions, and prescriptions is shortened to 
30 days from the issuance date of this notice.  All reply comments must be filed in response 
to comments submitted by any resource agency, Indian tribe, or person, and must be filed 
with the Commission within 45 days from the issuance date of this notice. 

 
Comments, protests, and interventions may be filed electronically via the Internet in lieu of 
paper; see 18 CFR § 385.2001(a)(1)(iii) and the instructions on the Commission’s website at 
http://www.ferc.gov/docs-filing/efiling.asp.  The Commission strongly encourages electronic 
filings. 

 
The Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure require all intervenors filing documents 
with the Commission to serve a copy of that document on each person in the official service 
list for the Mojave Siphon Powerplant conduit exemption.  Further, if an intervenor files 
comments or documents with the Commission relating to the merits of an issue that may 
affect the responsibilities of a particular resource agency, they must also serve a copy of the 
document on that resource agency.   

 
l. Description of Project:  The proposed Mojave Siphon Powerplant conduit exemption will be 

located on the applicant’s water supply system in San Bernardino County, California, and 
will consist of: (1) an existing powerhouse containing three 10.8 megawatt (MW) generating 
units with a total installed capacity of 32.4 MW.  The applicant states that the Mojave Siphon 
Powerplant has an average annual generation of 65,678 megawatt-hours, which is used to 
offset power use for pumping in the California State Water Project.  

 
m. Locations of the Application:  A copy of the application is available for inspection and 

reproduction at the Commission's Public Reference Room, located at 888 First Street, NE, 
Room 2A, Washington, DC 20426.  This filing may also be viewed on the web at 
http://www.ferc.gov/docs-filing/elibrary.asp using the “eLibrary” link.  Enter the docket 
number, here P-________, in the docket number field to access the document.  For 
assistance, call 1-866-208-3676 or e-mail FERCOnlineSupport@ferc.gov.  For TTY, call 
202-502-8659.  A copy is also available for inspection and reproduction at the address in 
item (h) above. 

 
n. Development Application:  Any qualified applicant desiring to file a competing application 

must submit to the Commission, on or before the specified deadline date for the particular 
application, a competing development application, or a notice of intent to file such an 
application.  Submission of a timely notice of intent allows an interested person to file the 
competing development application no later than 120 days after the specified deadline date 
for the particular application.  Applications for preliminary permits will not be accepted in 
response to this notice.  

 
o. Protests or Motions to Intervene:  Anyone may submit a protest or a motion to intervene in 

accordance with the requirements of the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure,      
18 CFR §§ 385.210, 385.211, and 385.214.  In determining the appropriate action to take, the 
Commission will consider all protests or other comments filed, but only those who file a 

http://www.ferc.gov/docs-filing/efiling.asp
http://www.ferc.gov/docs-filing/elibrary.asp
mailto:FERCOnlineSupport@ferc.gov
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motion to intervene in accordance with the Commission’s Rules may become a party to the 
proceeding.  Any protests or motions to intervene must be received on or before the specified 
comment date for the particular application. 

 
p. Filing and Service of Responsive Documents:  All filings must (1) bear the title "PROTEST", 

"MOTION TO INTERVENE", “NOTICE OF INTENT TO FILE COMPETING 
APPLICATION”, "COMPETING APPLICATION,” “COMMENTS,”S "REPLY 
COMMENTS," “RECOMMENDATIONS,” "TERMS AND CONDITIONS;" or 
“PRESCRIPTIONS;” (2) set forth in the heading the name of the applicant and the number 
of the application to which the filing responds; (3) furnish the name, address, and telephone 
number of the person protesting or intervening; and (4) otherwise comply with the 
requirements of 18 CFR §§ 385.2001 through 385.2005.  All comments, recommendations, 
terms and conditions, or prescriptions must set forth their evidentiary basis and otherwise 
comply with the requirements of 18 CFR § 4.34(b).  Agencies may obtain copies of the 
application directly from the applicant.  Any of these documents must be filed by providing 
the original and seven copies to:  Secretary, Federal Energy Regulatory Commission,        
888 First Street, N.E., Washington, D.C. 20226.  An additional copy must be sent to the 
Director, Division of Hydropower Administration and Compliance, Office of Energy 
Projects, Federal Energy Regulatory Commission, at the above address.  A copy of any 
protest or motion to intervene must be served upon each representative of the applicant 
specified in the particular application.  A copy of all other filings in reference to this 
application must be accompanied by proof of service on all persons listed in the service list 
prepared by the Commission in this proceeding, in accordance with 18 CFR §§ 4.34(b) and 
385.2010. 

 
 

Kimberly D. Bose, 
Secretary 
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