Central Valley Salmonid Project Work Team Meeting
August 31, 2006

DFG Conference Room

820 S Street Sacramento

Meeting Participants:  Alice Low (CDFG), Sheila Greene (DWR) Jim Smith and Kim 

Webb (USFWS), Jeff McLain (NOAA Fisheries), Ken Lentz (USBR) and Joe Miyamoto (EBMUD)

October Meeting Notes
The team reviewed the June 14, 2006 meeting notes.  No additional comments were received.  

IEP Website
Neil Henderson (DWR under Carl Jacobs) has updated the website to include the meeting notes from the juvenile monitoring subteam.
Randy Brown’s Memorial

The team discussed ideas for a scholarship fund or non-profit grant in Randy Brown’s name.  A student scholarship fund will be established jointly through California Estuary Research Society, CALFED and AFS CALNEVA chapter.  A memorial service for Randy will be held during the CALFED Science Conference.
Upcoming Conferences
Jeff McLain reported on the salmon sessions during the CALFED Science Conference.  The conference will be October 23, 24, and 25th.  The central valley salmonid session will be chaired by Caesar Blanco and David Hu.  Rick Sitts will chair another session that will include a talk on mark selective fisheries.  

Jeff McLain will be attending the 2006 national AFS conference in Lake Placid.  

The NOAA Fisheries Recovery Planning threats assessment workshops are now complete.  The threats will be ranked based on the workshop breakout groups and NOAA Fisheries will also do their own assessment and ranking of the threats.  The prioritization of the threats will be completed by December and the next step will be to develop solution oriented recovery measures.

The EWA workshop will be held November 28, 29, and 30, 2006 at the John Moss Federal Building in Sacramento.

Satellite Team Updates

Sheila Greene reported she received a favorable response to the team’s letter recommendation to upgrade the facilities for collecting genetic tissues.  Similar upgrades at the Tracy facility are being implemented for the Delta smelt investigations.  The analysis of genetic samples needs to be standardized for the standard error estimates, different sets of loci, statistics, and baseline genetic data.  Sheila noted several papers on the fish salvage genetic work is being prepared by Michael Banks, Dennis Hedgecock and herself.  Kate Strickland is working on a paper on the Feather River spring-run and fall-run genetics analysis.
The escapement monitoring subteam met on August 2nd.  The team discussed the scale sample collection protocols.  The target sample size is 550 scale samples for each natural and hatchery run.  Alice reported a biologist and technician were hired with ERP funds to assist with the field collections including hatcheries.  One technician will work out of the Chico office.  The ERP funding is available through early 2009.

Stan Allen provided a demonstration of the CALFISH web based mapping system.  The streamnet website has links to data on salmon and steelhead.  
Alice announced the contracts for the escapement and steelhead monitoring plans have been resubmitted as a result of new legislation requirements. The existing monitoring programs will be summarized on a searchable EXCEL database.

The next meeting of the escapement monitoring subteam will be January 17, 2007 and will be the annual reporting workshop of the fall-run escapements.

The steelhead PWT is waiting for the steelhead monitoring plan contract before setting the next meeting.

The Delta rearing subteam will meet on September 20th at the Yolo Wildlife conference room.  The agenda will include the application of sonic tracking experiments in the Delta and the 2007 regional study plans.  Joe Miyamoto described the proposed studies by USGS and DWR using HTI technology to study salmonid movements ahead of the DCC and Steamboat and Sutter Sloughs and the CALFED funded by Peter Klimley and Bruce McFarland using Vemco tags to track the movements of steelhead and late-fall run Chinook released in the Sacramento River.  The team also discussed several CALFED science proposals to develop a mark and recapture model to determine fish distribution and survival through different Delta migratory pathways and another sonic tagging proposal by Battelle Northwest to juvenile salmonid track movements near the DCC.
Jeff McLain distributed a summary of the San Joaquin subteam meeting.  Jeff noted the desire to have a small team of agency biologists to focus on measures of success on restoration work and the immediate need for information on O. mykiss.  Jeff noted there are some 10 to 20 steelhead smolts captured every year in the Mossdale trawls.  Ken Lentz asked if the team’s focus on steelhead would be a duplication of the steelhead subteam.  Jeff will submit a copy of their monitoring plan to Katie Perry, chair of the steelhead subteam.  Ken also recommended the team be expanded since it covered the entire San Joaquin basin.  Sheila will contact the DWR Fresno office to see if they may want to participate.  The irrigation districts such as TID have a five million dollar grant for a monitoring program on the Tuolumne River.
Jim Smith provided an update on the winter-run escapement.  Poor visibility is hampering the aerial surveys.  Lots of fish are still showing up at the RBDD and numbers are at least as strong as last year.
Hatchery PWT – Jim Smith

A survey is needed on what is going on at each hatchery.  Randy Brown at the UCD seminar on the role of hatcheries to species conservation provided information about hatcheries including their production levels, adult returns, cwt recoveries, fishery contributions and straying rates.  Randy suggested science advisors review the hatchery programs and he noted the formation of the new hatchery PWT.
Update on Constant Fractional Marking Program – Alice Low

The contract to the Pacific States Marine Fish Commission is still in progress. Northwest Marine Technology has begun building the Autofish systems.  One unit may be available by August or September for tagging late-fall run chinook.  Jim Smith declined on this offer noting they already had plans to bring down another proven working machine from the Pacific Northwest.

The team discussed the continuation of funding past the initial two years of the CALFED funded program.  Jim Smith suggested the program be mandated by DFG so funding can be secured.  DFG took similar action when they mandated that all steelhead be marked under the Steelhead Management Plan.  Another approach would be to make CFM a term and condition in the hatchery BOs.  Joe Miyamoto indicated EBMUD would participate in the program, but EBMUD preferred the funds not go in the hatchery budget where it would be subject to overhead costs.

Alice is starting to work on a CALFED proposal for the cwt recovery program.  A centralized cwt processing laboratory is needed.  Alice projected some 60,000 to 80,000 tags would have to be recovered from heads and processed each year.  Rob Titus is working on a CV creel census program that will include the recovery of cwt’s.

IEP Salmon Review – Ken Lentz

The IEP managers have asked for a review of the juvenile salmonid monitoring programs.  Similar reviews have been conducted for the environmental monitoring, Bay study and Delta smelt program.  A steering committee of six to ten people would do the review with a science advisory group.  The steering committee would formulate the relevant questions and assemble the information for the advisory group.  Workshops might be held to gather information.  The advisory group would prepare a report for IEP.  The review would evaluate methods to answer specific questions and would identify program needs and data gaps.  The review would force the integration of the programs in the Delta with upstream programs.  Ken asked that the CVSPWT provide input on the scope of the review.  Alice Low suggested the review focus on water project operations and be limited to programs mandated by SWRCB and the BOs for CVP/SWP OCAP.  The existing CV monitoring programs were listed in the reading materials provided ahead of the CV salmonid monitoring workshop at Tiburon.  Alice will provide a link to the report on the monitoring programs.

Next Meeting

The next meeting of the team will be Thursday November 9, 2006 at the USFWS Red Bluff office from 10 am to 1:00 pm.
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