Salmonid Escapement Project Work Team
Meeting Notes

25 April 2006
10:00 AM – DFG/DWR Red Bluff Office
Participants:  See attached list.
Meeting Agenda:
· Team Mission for IEP Website

· Updates:

· CV Escapement and Steelhead Monitoring Plans

· CV Constant Fractional Marking Program

· CV Age Determination Program


· Ocean Harvest Update   (Ocean Salmon Project)

· Monitoring Updates  (All)

· Spring-run Escapement Monitoring in Butte Creek (Clint Garman)

· Pilot Hydroacoustic Monitoring Project in Lower Mill Creek 
(Brenda Olson)

· Site Visit to Lower Mill Creek  

Discussion:
I. Meeting Notes/Housekeeping:  No comments received on January 24, 2006 notes.  
II. Team Mission:  Team approved a mission statement; the statement will be placed on the IEP website, along with meeting notes.  

III. Updates:
CV Escapement and Steelhead Monitoring Plans:   Contract is almost final for the plans. Both plans are being funded as directed actions through the CALFED ERP program.  
CV Constant Fractional Marking Program:  Also being funded as a directed action through the CALFED ERP program (25% mark/tag rate).  Marking/tagging will begin in 2007.  Contract progressing through DFG contracts section.    
CV Age Determination Program:  Contract almost final.  Scale collection protocol will be revised and discussed at the next team meeting.
IV. Ocean Harvest Update:  Klamath escapement objectives have not been met for the last two years.  PFMC has issued draft regulations for this year’s ocean season.  Season will be pushed further south; commercial season very restricted.  NOAA needs to approve by May 1. George presented estimates of sport harvest so far this year: about 7,000 in the charter, 5,400 skiff.

V. Monitoring Updates:
Battle Creek:  Completed spawning at CNFH.  No steelhead redds have been observed due to high flows.  At the barrier weir trap, low numbers of Chinook have been observed, but lots of unclipped steelhead.  Flows are high for snorkel surveys.
Mainstem Sacramento River:  Gearing up for winter-run carcass survey (starting May 1).  Late fall-run carcass survey has been impaired by the continued high flows; few carcasses have been observed or recaptured. 

Butte Creek:  Low numbers of fry being CWT’d this year due to low catches in RSTs.   A spring-run pre-spawning mortality survey will be conducted from June 15 – September.
Yuba River:  Vaki system at Daguerre Point Dam is being upgraded, with a new camera system and illuminated tunnel.  New system will be operating by May 15.  Sampling will be year-round.  44,000 spring-run fry were CWTd in Nov/Dec from RST.  In carcass survey, about 200 CWTs were recovered (Feather River spring-run).

Antelope Creek:  Pre-spawning mortality surveys and redd surveys will be conducted for spring-run this year; temperature and flow monitoring also.  

Deer and Mill Creeks:  Usual surveys will be conducted this year for spring-run (redd survey in Mill Creek; snorkel survey in Deer Creek).

Feather River:  Plan to floy tag 10,000 spring-run adults entering the hatchery starting in mid-May.  Fish will be released back into the river; on return in the fall, tagged adults will be spawned separately from untagged fish.

Clear Creek:   Steelhead redd surveys are on-going.  43 steelhead redds and 14 Chinook redds have been observed.

Mokelumne River:  Carcass survey will be conducted for one more year (in 2006).  Video monitoring will be operating by 2007.  Digital video system is working but still has some problems. With the video monitoring, special crews will survey to recover CWTs.  Murphy Creek restoration project was successful in restoring about two miles of Chinook and steelhead rearing habitat.   
CWT data reporting:  Some CWT recovery data is not being entered into the RMIS system, particularly steelhead CWT data.

Calfish program website:   Website has been updated: www.calfish.org    Mapping system has been updated, and more data is there now.  Over 20,000 documents have been scanned into the library.  At the next meeting, Stan will give a demonstration of the site.

VI. Spring-run Escapement Monitoring in Butte Creek (Clint Garman):  Clint presented data from adult escapement surveys in Butte Creek.    Three escapement estimates are generated each year, from the snorkel survey, carcass survey, and adjusted carcass survey (including pre-spawning mortality).  Which data should be reported as the official escapement estimate?  For years when both the snorkel and carcass survey have been conducted, there is a tight linear correlation between the two estimates.  When enough years of data are available, it may be possible to adjust the historical snorkel survey data to the carcass survey estimate.  
VII. Pilot Hydroacoustic Monitoring Project in Lower Mill Creek  (Brenda Olson):  In Mill Creek, turbidity is typically high.  For additional spring-run escapement monitoring, a method was needed that would work in high turbidity water and not require fish handling.  This year, the feasibility of hydroacoustic monitoring is being tested.  High flows were a problem early in the season with installation of the equipment.  DIDSON sonar equipment has been installed and is now functioning; monitoring will be conducted from April 15 through July 15.  So far, about 43 large “targets” have been observed moving upstream.  This year, redd count and hydroacoustic estimates will be compared.   
VIII. The team took a field trip to the Mill Creek hydroacoustic monitoring site.  Matt Johnson showed the project features and demonstrated the DIDSON equipment.  
Next meeting:

August 2, 2006
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