Salmonid Escapement Project Work Team
Meeting Notes

24 August 2004
10:00 AM – 2600 V Street, Sacramento
Participants:  See attached list.
Meeting Agenda:
· Existing Programs Report

· Update on Development of CV Constant Fractional Marking Plan and
Escapement Monitoring Plan  
· Monitoring Updates

· Ocean Harvest Update

· Summary of POPAN5 Escapement Estimate Workshop 

· Methods of Expansion of Winter-run CWT Recovery Data   (Kevin Niemala)  

· Calfish Update    (Stan Allen)

Discussion:
I. Meeting Notes/Housekeeping:  Low requested comments on meeting notes from June 8.  
II. Update on Development of CV Constant Fractional Marking Plan:  The CFM Implementation Plan has recently been submitted to the parent CVSPWT team for review.  The team will complete their review by the end of September.  At that time, the plan will be circulated for SEPWT review.  The need for automated tagging machines was discussed.  Possible funding sources include CALFED, or federal legislation.
III. Update on Development of Chinook Escapement Monitoring Plan:  The CV Chinook Escapement Monitoring Plan proposal will be funded by the CALFED ERP Program through a Directed Action.  The proposal has been submitted to CALFED; it will now go through independent scientific review.

IV. Existing Programs Report:  For a variety of purposes, a detailed up-to-date summary of CV salmonid monitoring programs would be useful.  Existing program summaries are now out-of-date (last attempt at putting together a summary was the ’97 CAMP Implementation Plan).  About half of the CV programs have submitted program summaries; the remainder will be requested by October 1.  
V. Monitoring Updates:
Yuba River:  A redd survey for spring-run will be conducted.   A salmonid life history survey is being conducted at Hallwood diversion, including a wild Chinook tagging program.  Approx. 186,000 wild fish were marked/tagged last year.   The Vaki systems at Daguerre Point Dam are operating well.  Not as many fish have been seen so far this year as last year.  Strobes will be installed for night photos.

Antelope Creek:  Snorkel surveys were conducted the last part of July; 3 spring-run were observed.
Deer Creek:  804 spring-run were observed in snorkel surveys this summer, down from previous two years.

Mill Creek:  Redd survey will be conducted in late Sept/early Oct.

Genetic tissues are being collected from spring-run in Deer and Mill Creeks.

Battle Creek:  The video weir for monitoring fall-run escapement into Battle Creek has been installed.    
Upper Sacramento River:  Winter-run carcass survey will be ending Sept. 4; numbers are lower than observed in the last two years.

Clear Creek:  Spring-run snorkel surveys are being conducted twice a month.  Over 100 adults have been observed, higher than in previous years.  The picket weir is going in on Thursday.  CWT recoveries indicate some Feather River Hatchery spring-run origin fish, and one Butte Creek origin fish.  Spring-run scale aging will be conducted.  

Ocean Harvest:  The commercial harvest last year was 4.5 million lbs.; this year, it was 4.7 million lbs., about 388,000 fish.  Fishing was excellent in Fort Bragg.  Sport harvest last year was 79,600 Chinook; this year, it was 152,400 Chinook.  12,300 CWTs have been collected so far.  A draft report has been prepared on the 98 BY Feather River fall-run cohort reconstructions.  The Santa Rosa DFG office is getting a scale reading station.

Butte Creek:   Spring-run snorkel survey was conducted in July; about 7,300 fish were counted.  A pre-spawning carcass survey is being conducted now; about 100 fish have been observed so far.  No CWTs have been recovered so far.  Spring-run and fall-run carcass surveys will be conducted this fall.  Redd measurements will be conducted.  Genetic tissues will be collected.   

Big Chico Creek:  Spring-run snorkel survey was conducted; no fish were observed.

Mokelumne River:  Construction will be started at Woodbridge Dam soon, so no video monitoring will be available.  A fall-run carcass survey will be conducted again this year.  The survey period will be shortened; surveys will be conducted twice/week.  Injected carcasses from the hatchery will be used to monitor mark/recovery rates.

American River:  Fall-run carcass survey will be started in mid-October.  Probably will be a large run this year.

PSMFC Update:  Technician positions are being advertised now.    

VI. Summary of POPAN5 Workshop:   Glenn Szerlong conducted a workshop on the POPAN5 program on August 18.  Comments on the workshop included:  discussion of the subsampling issue, the amount of material covered, application of the program to each stream’s data (not a “one-size-fits-all” model), caution in the use of confidence intervals around escapement estimates (if survey data are biased, the confidence interval gives confidence around the estimated value, not the true population size).
VII. Methods of Expansion of Winter-run CWT Recovery Data:   Kevin Niemala presented methods of expanding the winter-run CWT data.  A very skewed sex ratio is observed in the winter-run carcass survey (more females than males).  Males tend to be distributed further downstream than females; skewed ratio probably due to behavioral differences.  The winter-run sex ratio observed at the Keswick Trap each year is much closer to even.  In 2003, the method to calculate the winter-run escapement estimate based on carcass survey data was changed.  Carcass survey data are now used to estimate the number of females and males separately.
VIII. Calfish Update:  Stan Allen gave an on-line demonstration of the updated CALFISH website, an integrated data, information, and mapping system for California fisheries.  This new version of CALFISH will be available online by next week.  Reviewers will be needed to test the ease of use and accuracy of the information.
Next meeting:
November 16
10:00 – 3:00

2600 V Street, Sacramento
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